


Lo

g N ‘Y‘CV

el AL
. YV,

Vs g )

)7

An Explanation of

Aspects of the
Days of
Ignorance

Written by Shaikh-ul-Islaam
Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab
[Died 1206H]

Explanation and Commentary by

Shaikh Saalih bin Fawzaan Al-Fawzaan

Member of the Permanent Committee for Religious Verdicts &
the Council of Senior Scholars



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

First Edition, August 2005/1426H

© Copyright by Al-lbaanah Book Publishing, USA

Ali rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any
language, stored in any retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by
any means, whether electronic, mechanic, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without the express permission of the copyright owner.

Cover Design: ‘Abdus-Salaam Walker
aslconcept@earthlink.net

Printed By: Sanatech Printers, NY
Published by: Al-ibaanah Book Publishing

Translated by: Isma’eel Alarcon

Web Site: www.al-ibaanah.com
E-Mail: info@al-ibaanah.com
Subject: ‘Ageedah

Please visit us on the web at: www.al-ibaanah.com for free access to
hundreds of Islamic articles and scholarly biographies, as well as dozens of
downloadable e-books.

[\



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Topics Covered in This Book

Introduction to the Explanation.............ccccoooooe,
Introduction to the Text of the Book..........c.cccoeirncinnccereecene
The First Aspect: Supplicating to Righteous Individuals......................
The Second Aspect: The Division of the People of the Days of
Ignorance with regard to their Worship and
REIGION......oeiiii
The Third Aspect: They considered Opposing the Ruler a Virtue.......

The Fourth Aspect: Blind Following and its Dangers.........cccccccveunee.

The Fifth Aspect: Relying on what the Majority is upon as

The Sixth Aspect: Relying on what the Ancestors are upon as Proof..
The Seventh Aspect: Using what the Influential are upon as Proof...

The Eighth Aspect: What the Weak were upon was not the Truth
according to Them...........cooiiiiiii e

The Ninth Aspect: Emulating the Wicked Scholars and Ignorant
WOTSIPPETS. ..ottt

The Tenth Aspect: Accusing the Religious People of having Little
Understanding and a Lack of Intellect............c..occcoooiiiiiiiiininn,

The Eleventh and Twelfth Aspects: Relying on a Corrupt Form of
Reasoning while Rejecting the Correct Form of Reasoning..................

The Thirteenth Aspect: Extremism with regard to the People of

38

54

60

65

68

70

79

82

86

88



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Knowledge and Righteousness..............cocoooiiii

The Fourteenth Aspect: Their Negation of the Truth and
Affirmation of Falsehood...........ccccooiii

The Fifteenth Aspect: Using False Excuses to not Accept the Truth...

The Eighteenth Aspect: They would Ascribe themselves to the
Prophets in spite of Opposing them...............ccccooiii,

The Nineteenth Aspect: Blaming Righteous People based on the
Actions of some who Ascribe themselves to them.......................

The Twentieth Aspect: Believing that the Acts of Sorcerers and
Magicians is from the Miraculous Endowments of the Righteous.....

The Twenty-First Aspect: Worshipping Allaah by Whistling and
Clapping Hands..........ccoooiiiiee s

The Twenty-Second Aspect: Taking the Religion as an Amusement
ANd @ GAIME. . ..ottt

The Twenty-Third Aspect: Being Deluded by the Worldly Life..........

The Twenty-Fourth Aspect: Abstaining from the Truth if the Weak
ONes FOIOW it

The Twenty-Fifth Aspect: Considering Something to be False based
on the Weak being the First to Accept it.....c.coooiiiiiiiiii

The Twenty-Sixth Aspect: Distorting the Evidences from the Book
after Acknowledging them.........cooomooiiiiiiiices

96

98

102

104

107

109

111

113

116

120



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Twenty-Seventh Aspect: Authoring Books of Falsehood and
Ascribing them to Allaah.............c 125

The Twenty-Eighth Aspect: Rejecting the Truth found with Others... 126

The Twenty-Ninth Aspect: Not Acting on the Views of those whom
they Claimed to Follow ... 128

The Thirtieth Aspect: Adhering to Division and Abandoning Unity.. 130

The Thirty-First Aspect: Enmity towards the True Religion and
Love for the False Religion...........cccocooooiiii 132

The Thirty-Second Aspect: Denying the Truth when it was with
Others whom they did not Like............cooo 136

The Thirty-Third Aspect: Contradictions in Affirming and Denying. 139
The Thirty-Fourth Aspect: Each Sect Praises itself apart from Others 141

The Thirty-Fifth Aspect: Seeking Nearness to Allaah by Committing
the Prohibited...........cccooiiiiiic e 143

The Thirty-Sixth Aspect: Seeking Nearness to Allaah by Prohibiting
the Lawful and Permitting the Unlawful..........c...c.coccocooin 146

The Thirty-Seventh Aspect: Taking the Rabbis and the Monks as
Lords besides Allaah............c.oooiiiiiic e 148

The Thirty-Eighth Aspect: Denying Allaah’s Names and Attributes.. 150

The Thirty-Ninth Aspect: Denying Allaah’s Names.................cc........ 152
The Fortieth Aspect: Denial of the Lord..........ccoccoonvininiin 156
The Forty-First Aspect: Describing Allaah with Deficiencies............... 158



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Forty-Second Aspect: Ascribing Partners to Allaah with regard
to His Dominion

The Forty-Third Aspect: Denying Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree............
The Forty-Fourth Aspect: Using Allaah’s Divine Decree as an
Excuse for their Disbelief.....................
The Forty-Fifth Aspect: Claiming a Contradiction between Allaah’s
Legislation and His Divine Decree

The Forty-Sixth Aspect: Attributing Events to Time and Reviling it..

The Forty-Seventh Aspect: Denying Allaah's Blessings

The Forty-Eighth Aspect: Disbelieving in Allaah’s Verses in General

The Forty-Ninth Aspect: Disbelieving in Some of Allaah’s Verses

The Fiftieth Aspect: Denying Allaah’s Revelation of Books to
MESSENGETS.....ccviiiiiiiiec e
The Fifty-First Aspect: Describing the Qur'aan as being the Speech
of a Human Being

The Fifty-Second Aspect: Negating Wisdom from Allaah’s Actions..

The Fifty-Third Aspect: Employing Schemes to Nullify Allaah’s
Legislation.......ccoiiiii e e
The Fifty-Fourth Aspect: Agreeing with the Truth as a Means to
Repel it oo

The Fifty-Fifth Aspect: Fanatical Attachment to Falsehood

The Fifty-Sixth Aspect: Calling Tawheed Shirk

160

161

16%

164

171

173

175

177

179

181

183

187



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Fifty-Seventh and Fifty-Eighth Aspect: Distorting the Words
and Twisting the Meanings of Allaah’s BOOK.........cccovceeeinininnnninnnnene

The Fifty-Ninth Aspect: Giving the People of Truth Horrendous
NICKNAMES. ....oovemimiiiiiicc st e

The Sixtieth and Sixty-First Aspect: Fabricating Lies against Allaah
and Denying the Truth.........ccooie

The Sixty-Second Aspect: Inciting Kings against People of Truth.......
The Sixty-Third, Sixty-Fourth, Sixty-Fifth, Sixty-Sixth, and Sixty-
Seventh Aspect: Accusing the People of Truth with that which they

AT FTOO FTOIMN.. oo ee et e et s e s e sesesaassssrneseesennnaneas

The Sixty-Eighth Aspect: They would Praise themselves for what
they didn't Have.........cccoooim e

The Sixty-Ninth and Seventieth Aspect: Making Additions and
Deletions to Worship, over how Allaah Legislated it..............cc.c..........

The Seventy-First Aspect: Abandoning what Allaah has Obligated
out of (False) Piety ..ot

The Seventy-Second and Seventy-Third Aspects: Seeking Nearness
to Allaah by Abandoning the Good Lawful Things........ccccccocvcevennnan.e.

The Seventy-Fourth Aspect: Calling People to Misguidance...............

The Seventy-Fifth Aspect: Calling the People to Disbelieving
KNOWINEGLY ..ot

The Seventy-Sixth Aspect: Making Tremendous Plots to Establish
Shirk and Repel the Truth..........cccoooicecee

The Seventy-Seventh Aspect: Following one who is not Fit to be
Followed

195

197

198

201

204

210

213

216

217

220

223

225



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Seventy-Eighth Aspect: Contradictions in One’s Love for

The Seventy-Ninth Aspect: Relying on False Hopes.............................
The Eightieth Aspect: Extremism with regard to Individuals...........

The Eighty-First Aspect: Extremism with regard to the Landmarks
Of the Prophets...........ociiiiiiiec et e

The Eighty-Second Aspect: Adhering to the Means of Shirk...............
The Eighty-Third Aspect: Devotion to the Graves..........ccecoccoeieuenenee.

The Eighty-Fourth Aspect: Seeking Nearness to Allaah by
Performing Sacrifices at the Gravesites..............cccccoueviiicnnninnnecnnn.

The Eighty-Fifth and Eighty-Sixth Aspect: Preserving the
Landmarks of Prestigious People..........cccooioiiciinccncincce

The Eighty-Seventh, Eighty-Eighth, Eighty-Ninth and Ninetieth
Aspect: Some Characteristics of the Days of Ignorance that
Remained in Parts of This Ummah............cccccooiiiiiiicccee.
The Ninety-First Aspect: Their Society is based on Transgression......

The Ninety-Second Aspect: Bragging without Due Right...................

The Ninety-Third Aspect: The Condemned Form of Fanatical
Attachment ...

The Ninety-Fourth Aspect: Holding a Person Accountable for the
Crime of ANOther..........occoiiiiii e

The Ninety-Fifth Aspect: Condemning a Person for the Deficiencies
of an Another Persomn...........c.coccoiiiiiiiiinceeee e

231

233

235

237

240

242

244

246

248

252

254

256

258



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Ninety-Sixth Aspect: Boasting about One’s Good Feats................

The Ninety-Seventh Aspect: Boasting about Ascription to Righteous
People in Spite of Contradicting Them...........ccocooveeininiiiniinn

The Ninety-Eighth Aspect: Boasting about Professions........................
The Ninety-Ninth Aspect: Being Mesmerized by the Worldly Life....

The Hundredth Aspect: Making Amendments and Suggestions
over Allaah........ccooiiniiinn OO UUO

The Hundred and First Aspect: Looking Down upon the Poor...........

The Hundred and Second Aspect: Accusing the Believers about
their Intentions and Goals.............cccooiiiiiii

The Hundred and Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth
Aspects: Disbelieving in the Fundamentals of the Religion.............

The Hundred and Ninth Aspect: Disbelieving in Some of what the
Messengers Informed of ...

The Hundred and Tenth Aspect: Enmity towards the Callers to

The Hundred and Eleventh Aspect: Believing in Falsehood................
The Hundred and Twelfth Aspect: Preferring Disbelief over Faith....

The Hundred and Thirteenth Aspect: Mixing the Truth with
Falsehood so that the Falsehood could be Accepted...............c...c........

The Hundred and Fourteenth Aspect: Concealing the Truth

The Hundred and Fifteenth Aspect: Speaking about Allaah without

263

266

267

269

271

273

275

277

281

282

285

286

287



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Knowledge...........cooooiic

The Hundred and Sixteenth Aspect: Contradiction and
Inconsistency in Statements...........cccccoooiiiieiiniiinnic

The Hundred and Seventeenth Aspect: Believing in Parts of the
Revelation..........coii e

The Hundred and Eighteenth Aspect: Believing in Some of the
MESSENGETS........cooeiiicii et e

The Hundred and Nineteenth Aspect: Arguing in Matters one has
no Knowledge of ...

The Hundred and Twentieth Aspect: Contradictions in the
Following of Others............c.oiiicceee e

The Hundred and Twenty-First Aspect: Hindering People from the
Path of Allaah........c.cooiiiiccee s

The Hundred and Twenty-Second Aspect: Allegiance towards the
Disbelievers

The Hundred and Twenty-Third, Twenty-Fourth, Twenty-Fifth,
Twenty-Sixth, Twenty-Seventh, and Twenty-Eighth Aspects:
Relying on False Notions and Superstitions............ccocoonecincnnenn

Glossary of Some Terms Used...........cocviiniiicniniiniiiiiccene

10

293

295

298

301

303

305

307



An Explanation of ‘Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Infroduction to the Explanation

All praise is for Allaah, Lord of all that exists and may His Peace and Blessings
be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, as well as his family and his Companions.

To Proceed: 1 used to give classes in the masjid, which consisted of an
explanation of the Aspects of the Days of Ignorance that Shaikh-ul-Islaam
Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab, may Allaah have mercy on him, mentioned
in a concise treatise. Some students, may Allaah grant them success, recorded
these classes on tape and afterward took on the task of transcribing them,
formatting that and typesetting it into a book, thereafter presenting it to me for
my review. After reading it, I approved its publication and distribution in
order that benefit could spread by way of it. This was even though there could
be found some deficiencies and weakness in the explanation. However, as the
saying goes: “Something is better than nothing.”

I urge anyone who reads this explanation and finds an error in it to notify me
of it so that it can be corrected. May Allaah endow us all with beneficial
knowledge and righteous deeds. And may Allaah send His peace and
blessings upon our Prophet, Muhammad. !

! Translator’s Note: In order to fit this book in the least amount of space possible, the
original text of Masaa’il-ul-Jaahiliyyah (Aspects of the Days of Ignorance) has not been
included in this book as a whole, but rather divided into chapters along with each point’s
respective explanation from Shaikh Saalih Al-Fawzaan. A different font (i.e. Arnal) was
used for the original text at the beginning of each section in order to distinguish it from its
explanation. Please note that chapter headings are not part of the original text of Masaa'’il-
ul-Jaahiliyyah, but rather were added by the author. The text of Masaa 'il-ul-Jaahiliyyah as
a whole can be found as a downloadable e-book on www.al-ibaanah.com. The source used
for the translation of this book was the Dar-ul-‘Aasima 2001 First Edition (hardcover, 338
pages)
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Introduction to the Text of the Book
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These are the aspects that the people of the Days of Ignorance — both the
people of the Book and the non-People of the Book — were upon, which the
Messenger of Allaah #% opposed. They are from the matters that every
Muslim is required to possess knowledge of. This is since with
(understanding) one side of the opposite, the goodness of the other side of
the opposite can be made apparent. And it is by (making apparent the)
opposite of something that matters become clarified.

The most important of these aspects (of the Days of Ignorance) and most
severe in terms of danger was the absence of faith (Eemaan) in the heart,
for what the Messenger of Allaah % came with. And if approval for what the
people of the Days of Ignorance were upon is further added to this
(absence of faith), then the total ruin is achieved, as Allaah says:

“And those who believe in the falsehood while disbelieving in Allaah,
it is they who are the losers.” [Surah Al-‘Ankaboot: 52]

- the explanation -

This is one of the treatises of Shaikh Muhammad bin 'Abdil-Wahhaab, may
Allaah have mercy on him, called: “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance, in
which the Messenger of Allaah % opposed the People of the Days of
Ignorance.” It consists of 128 issues, which the author extracted and
summarized from the Qur'aan, the Sunnah and the statements of the people of
knowledge. The objective behind his writing this treatise was to warn the
Muslims so that they could refrain from falling into these aspects since they
are extremely dangerous.

13
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In his introduction, the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, explains that
these aspects are those matters in which the Messenger of Allaah #% opposed
the people of the Days of Ignorance - and they are the Kitaabiyoon (People cf
the Divine Scripture) and Ummiyoon (People with no Divine Scripture).

The Kitaabiyoon: refers to the People of the Scripture such as the Jews and the
Christians, since the Jews have the book, the Torah, which Allaah revealed to
Moosaa, and the Christians have the book, the Gospel, which Allaah reveale
to 'Eesaa bin Maryam. This is why they are called the People of the Book. In
current times, they apply the terms “Old Testament” or “Old Scripture” to the
Torah and “New Testament” or “New Scripture” to the Gospel. This is
according to their terminology.

They are two great books, which Allaah revealed to two of His noble prophets:
Moosaa and 'Eesaa. This is especially the case with the Torah for it is a
magnificent book, and the Gospel compliments and confirms it.

So this is why they are called the People of the Book - in order to differentiate
between them and those who have no revealed book.

As for the Ummiyoon: This refers to the Arabs that did not practice any of the
two afore-mentioned religions. They are called Ummiyoon, the plural of ummi,
an ascription to umm (mother) since for the most part they were a people that
did not read or write. And they were also called this because they had no
divine Book prior to the revelation of the Qur'aan. This is why they are called
Ummiyoon, as Allaah says:
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“He is the One who sent to the unlettered ones (Ummiyoon) a Messenger
from among them.” [Surah Al-Jumu'ah: 2] And He says:
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“And We had not given them Scriptures which they could study, nor sent to
them before you any warner.” {Surah Saba: 44]

14
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And Allaah says:
e 2 0 D3 L i

“In order that you (O Muhammad) may warn a people whose forefathers
were not warned, so they are heedless.” [Surah YaaSeen: 6]

This is the meaning of Ummiyoon. Allaah described His Prophet % as being an
ummi (unlettered person) also, when He said:

u,&mjmdmwxnwd\dy)nu@@m
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“Those who follow the Messenger - the ummi Prophet (who could neither
read nor write) whom they find written about with them in the Torah and
the Gospel ~ he commands them towards good and forbids them from evil.”
[Surah Al-A’raaf: 157]

The fact that the Prophet % was unlettered (ummi) - he could neither read nor
write - and that he came with this tremendous Book (i.e. the Qur'aan) is a
proof for the truthfulness of his Messengership, and it is also one of his
miracles.

So the Arabs are Ummiyoon (i.e. unlettered, having received no revealed
Scripture), and their Prophet too is an ummi (unlettered one).

As for the term Jaahiliyyah, then what is meant by it is an ascription to jahl
(ignorance). Jah! means: The absence of knowledge. Jaahiliyyah refers to the
time in which there was no Messenger or Book. What is meant by it is the time
period before the advent of the Prophet %. Allaah says:

Sl Al =758 a7y

“And do not display yourselves indecently like that of the times of
Ignorance.” [Surah Al-Ahzaab: 33]

15
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Meaning: The time period before the Prophet # was sent. Before the advent o’
the Prophet #, the entire world was deeply submersed in misguidance,
disbelief and atheism. This was because the previously-revealed Messages hac!
been wiped out as the Jews had distorted their Book, the Torah, introducing
many aspects of disbelief, deviation and vileness into it. Likewise, the
Christians distorted their Book, the Gospel, from how it originally was at the
time it was revealed to “Eesaa. The reason for this was due to a man called Paul
or Saul who used to be a Jew that had much hatred and malice towards th:
Messenger of Allaah, ‘Eesaa. So this man resorted to plotting and deceiving in
order to corrupt the religion of the Messiah. This was such that he outwardlv
manifested his belief in the Messiah and showed remorse for what he did in
the past of showing enmity to the Messiah. He claimed that one day he saw a
vision and afterward believed in ‘Eesaa, and the Christians trusted him in
what he said.

Then he got his hands on the Gospel, which Allaah had revealed to ‘Eesaa, and
introduced idolatry, polytheism and disbelief into it. He did this by
incorporating into it the belief in the Trinity, i.e. that God is one of three, that
Jesus is the son of God and that he is God Himself! He also introduced into :t
the issue of worshipping the cross and many other vile and despicable aspects
of disbelief. And the Christians believed him in this because they held him to
be a scholar and a believer, and they called him the Messenger Paul, i.e. the
messenger of the Messiah Jesus. This was according to their claims, however,
his intent was to corrupt the religion of the Messiah. So that which he desire:
came to pass, for he was able to corrupt the religion of the Messiah and
introduce into it idolatry, the belief in the trinity, and the belief that Jesus is the
son of God or that he is part of a trinity. He introduced many forms of
polytheism into it and they followed him in that.

This was the state of the People of the Scripture prior to the advent of the
Prophet #, except for a few remnants among them who remained upon the
correct religion.2 However, the majority of the people were upon disbelief and
had deviated away from the Religion of Allaah.

As for the Arabs, they were divided into two categories: One group followed
the previously-revealed religions, such as Judaism, Christianity and

? Shaikh Tagee-ud-Deen (Al-Hilaalee) said: “They became extinct before the advent of
Muhammad .
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Zoroastrianism (Majoos), while the other group remained upon the pure
monotheistic belief (Haneefiyyah) - the religion of Ibraaheem and Isma’eel,
especially in the area of Hijaaz - the lands of Makkah.

This lasted up to the point when there appeared a man named ‘Amr bin Luhay
Al-Khuzaa’'ee. He served as a king over Hijaaz and he would display piety,
worship and uprightness. One time, he went to Shaam in order to seek
treatment for a sickness. There he found the people of Shaam worshipping
statues. He thought this was something good, so he came back from Shaam
with some of these statues. And he dug up the idols that had been buried
underground after the demise of the people of Nooh - the statues of Wadd,
Suwaa’, Yagooth, Ya'ooq, Nasr and others. The flood had destroyed these
statues and buried them, but the Devil came and showed him where they had
settled. So he excavated them, took them out and passed them out to the
different Arab tribes, ordering them to worship these idols. The people
accepted this and so polytheism was introduced into the lands of the Hijaaz as
well as other Arab lands. So he changed the religion of Ibraaheem and let the
animals loose for the idols (i.e. a pagan ritual). This is why the Prophet % saw
him dragging his intestines in the Hellfire. 3

Before the advent of the Prophet #%, the world was in a state of manifest
deviation - the Kitaabiyoon (People of the Scripture), the Ummiyoon (Non-
People of the Scripture) and others. This was the case for all of the inhabitants
of earth except for some remnants amongst the people of the Scripture that
had remained upon the true religion. However, they had become extinct prior
to the coming of the Prophet #. So the darkness had turned pitch-black
throughout the land. It was stated in a hadeeth that Allaah looked at the
inhabitants of earth and hated all of them - both Arabs and non-Arabs - except
for some remnants from the People of the Scripture.

It was in this pitch-black darkness and this deeply rooted period of ignorance,
where the trails were obliterated and the study and adherence of the divine
revelations were extinct, that Allaah sent His Prophet, Muhammad #, in order
to take the people out from the darkness and into the light, as Allaah says:

* This is authentically reported on the Messenger of Allaah %, where he said: “I saw ‘Amr bin
‘Aamir bin Luhay Al-Khuzaa’ee dragging his intestines in the Hellfire. He was the first
who let the animals loose for the idols.” [Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 3521) and Muslim

(no. 2856)] ‘
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“Indeed, Allaah bestowed a great favor on the believers when He sent to
them a Messenger from amongst themselves, reciting unto them His verses,
purifying them and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom, while before
that they had been in manifest error.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 164]

“While before that...” refers to the time before the advent of the Prophet 4.

Jaahiliyyah, as we said before, is an ascription to jah! (ignorance), which means
the absence of knowledge. So anything that is ascribed to Jaahiliyyah is
therefore condemned. This is why Allaah said:

A EEA 255

“And do not display yourselves indecently like that of the times of
Ignorance.” [Surah Al-Ahzaab: 33]

Allaah has forbidden the wives of the Prophet % from committing tabarruj
(indecent exposure), which is to openly expose one’s adornment while in the
marketplaces and in front of people. This was since the women amongst the
people of the Days of Ignorance would indecently expose themselves. In fact,
they would even uncover their private parts as occurred during their Tawaaf
(around the Ka’bah), and they would hold this to be from their exploits.

Allaah says:

Aalall as anl) ago sl (8155 (all Jan )

“When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and haughtiness -
the pride and haughtiness of the Days of Ignorance.” {Surah Al-Fat'h: 26]

This is meant to be a condemnation since the pride and haughtiness of the
Days of Ignorance is condemnable. Also, one time a man from the Ansaar

18
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fought and disputed with another man from the Muhaajireen during one of
the battles. So the man from the Ansaar said: “O Ansaar, (i.e. come to aid me)!”
and the man from the Muhaajireen said: “O Muhaajireen, (i.e. come to aid
me)!” Each of them called out to his people. Upon hearing this, the Prophet %
said: “Are you calling with the calls of the Days of Ignorance while I am still
amongst you?! Leave that alone for it is rotten.” 4 He meant by this: Taking
sides with one’s tribe. This is since all of the believers are brothers ~ there is no
difference between an Ansaaree and a Muhaajiree or between this tribe and
that tribe. They are all brothers in Faith, like one body and a building that
solidifies itself. This is the obligation upon the Muslims - they don’t
differentiate between the Arab and the non-Arab or between the black and the
white, except for the case of Taqwaa, as Allaah says:
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“Verily, the most noble amongst you before Allaah is the one with the most
Tagwaa (dutifulness to Allaah).” [Surah Al-Hujuraat: 13]

And He says:

8] 0 )AL E53) () bl Ly

“Verily, the believers are only brothers, so make amends between your
brothers.” [Surah Al-Hujuraat: 10]

So affiliating oneself with one’s ancestry and tribe is from the aspects of the
Days of Ignorance.

The Prophet # said: “Whoever dies without the bay’ah (allegiance to Muslim
ruler) on his neck dies the death of one in Jaahiliyyah.”> This is because the
people of the Days of Ignorance were people of chaos and disorder who did
not submit themselves to an authority or ruler. This was the state of the people
of the Days of Ignorance.

* Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 3518, 4905, and 4907) and Muslim (no. 2584)
* Reported by Muslim (no. 1850)



An Explanation of “"Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

In summary: The aspects (i.e. practices, beliefs and methods) of the Days cf
Ignorance are all condemnable. We were prohibited from imitating the people
of the Days of Ignorance in all matters. The Days of Ignorance (Jaahiliyyal)
came to an end when the Prophet # was sent. So after the advent of the
Prophet #%, the general Period of Ignorance ceased, and there came about
knowledge and faith, and the Qur’aan and Sunnah were revealed. Knowledge
spread and ignorance terminated. So long as the Qur’aan and the Sunnah exist
and there is knowledge present, there is no more Jaahiliyyah - I mean by this,
the general state of Jaahiliyyah (Days of Ignorance). But as for some traces and
forms of (specific) Jaahiliyyah still remaining in some people or in some tribes
or in some countries, then this specific Jaahiliyyah still exists.

This is why when the Prophet # heard a man condemning his brother, saying:
“O son of a black woman, he # said: “Did you condemn him because of his
mother? Verily, you are a man who has Jaahiliyyah in him.”¢ And he % said:
“There are four things in my ummah from the characteristics of the Days of
Ignorance that will not be abandoned: Boasting about one’s lineage, reviling
people’s roots, seeking rain based on stars, and waling over the dead.” 7

This indicates that certain aspects from the characteristics of the People of the
Days of Ignorance that are blameworthy will continue to remain in some
people - however, a person does not necessarily commit disbelief due to them.
But as for the general period of Jaahiliyyah, then that has ended, all praise be
to Allaah.

Because of this, it is not permissible to say: “The people are in a state of
Jaahiliyyah” or “The world is in a state of Jaahiliyyah” since this is denying the
existence of the Message and it is a denial of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah. This
type of blanket statement is not permissible. But as for if it is said: “There is
Jaahiliyyah in some people” or “There is Jaahiliyyah in certain individuals” or
“That is one of the aspects of the Days of Ignorance’, then this still exists. There
is a differentiation in this between what occurred before the Prophet’s :#
advent and what occurred after it.

6 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 30, 2545, and 6050) and Muslim (no. 1661)
7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree in abridged form (no. 3850) and Muslim, and the wording is his
(no. 934)
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Some people may ask: “What is the reason for mentioning the aspects of the
Days of Ignorance when the period of Jaahiliyyah has come to an end? We are
Muslims, all praise be to Allaah.”

We respond to this by saying: The reason for mentioning them is to warn
against them. This is since if the seeker of knowledge is aware of them, he will
stay away from them. But if he is unaware of them and has no knowledge of
them, he may fall into committing one of them. So we mention and study them
for the sake of knowing what they are in order to avoid them and beware of
them. A poet said:

“I learned evil, not for the sake of evil, but in order to avoid it,
And whoever is not aware of evil, will fall into it.”

This is from one perspective. And from a second perspective, if you become
aware of the aspects of the Days of Ignorance, you will then become aware of
the great virtue of Islaam, as the poet said:

“The beauty of a thing is made apparent by its opposite
And it is through its opposite that things become clear.”

‘Umar bin Al-Khattaab #} said: “It is imminent that the handhold of Islaam
will be destroyed piece by piece. This will be when one is raised upon Islaam
while not being aware about Jaahiliyyah.” So if a person is unaware of the
characteristics of the Days of Ignorance, it is more likely that he will fall into
committing them. This is since the Devil has not forgotten them nor has he
slept on them. Rather, he is always calling to them.

So the Devil and his followers, from among those who invite to misguidance,
have not ceased to call the people to Jaahiliyyah, to the revival of aspects of the
Days of Ignorance, to polytheistic beliefs and innovations, to false notions and
to the revival of past traditions. The purpose behind all of this is to demolish
Islaam and to turn the people back to Jaahiliyyah. So we must study the
aspects of the Days of Ignorance (Jaahiliyyah) in order to avoid them and stay
far away from them.

The author then said: “The most important of these aspects (of the Days of

Ignorance) and most severe in terms of danger was the absence of faith
(Eemaan) in the heart, for what the Messenger came with.” This is since the
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

people of the Days of Ignorance denied the Messenger # and didn’t believe ir
him, nor did they accept the guidance of Allaah that he brought to them.

The author continued: “And if approval for what the people of the Days o
Ignorance were upon is further added to this (absence of faith), then the total
ruin is achieved.” This means: Corruption will occur outwardly and inwardly.
The inner corruption refers to the lack of faith in what the Messenger of Allaah
% came with. The outer corruption refers to approving of the aspects of the
Days of Ignorance. So if both the outer and inner aspects become corrupt, total
ruin is achieved, and we seek refuge in Allaah from that!

This is the consequence of being ignorant and unaware of the aspects of the
Days of Ignorance. It is not permissible to approve of what the people of the
Days of Ignorance were upon. Rather, it is incumbent (on us) to reject that and
abhor it.

As for the one who deems that to be good, he is one from among the people of
the Days of Ignorance. The author uses the following ayah as proof for this:
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“And those who believe in the falsehood while disbelieving in Allaah, it is
they who are the losers.” [Surah Al-’Ankaboot: 52]

“Those who believe in the falsehood” meaning: They held the falsehood to bz
true. Falsehood is the opposite of truth. So whatever contradicts the truth, then

that is falsehood. Falsehood is something passing and transitory, which has no
benefit in it. Allaah says:
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“So what is there after the truth except misguidance? How then can you turn
away?” [Surah Yoonus: 32]
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The First Aspect: Supplicating to Righteous Individuals
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[11 They performed worship by mixing righteous people into their
supplication and worship of Allaah. They only did this desiring that these
(righteous people) act as intercessors for them before Allaah, based on
their notion that Allaah loved this and that these righteous people loved
Him. Allaah says: “And they worship besides Allaah things that harm
them not nor profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors
with Allaah.’” [Surah Yoonus: 18]

And He says: “And those who take associates apart from Him (say):
‘We worship them only so that they may bring us nearer to Allaah.’””
[Surah Az-Zumar: 3]

This is the greatest of matters that the Messenger of Allaah opposed them
in. So he brought sincerity (i.e. doing deeds sincerely for Allaah alone
and not for anyone else) and informed that it was the Religion of Allaah,
which all the messengers were sent with. And he informed us that no
deeds are accepted (by Allaah), except those done sincerely (for Him
alone). And he #% informed that whosoever does what these (polytheists)
approved of, then Allaah has forbidden Paradise for him and his final
destination will be the Helifire.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

It is due to this aspect that mankind becomes divided into Muslims and
disbelievers. And it is due to it that enmity (between the two) occurs. And it
is for this purpose that Jihaad was legislated, as Allaah says:

“And fight them (disbelievers) until there is no more fitnah
(evil/disbelief) left, and the religion is for Allaah alone.” [Surah Al-
Anfaal: 39]

- the explanation -

Allaah says:
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“And I did not create the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship
Me.” [Surah Adh-Dhaariyaat: 56]

Worship is the right of Allaah - It is not permissible that someone else be
worshipped along with Him regardless of who it may be. However, the people
of the Days of Ignorance did the opposite of this, for they abandoned
worshipping Allaah, which was the reason why they were created. Instead of
worshipping Allaah, they worshipped statues, trees, rocks, jinn, angels,
“saints” and righteous people. So they directed their worship to other than
Allaah. Among them were those who did not worship Allaah at all. These
were the disbelievers, such as the atheists and the Dahriyyah.8 And among
them were those who worshipped Allaah as well as other gods along with
Him. But the ruling with regard to both of these types is one and the same. The
one who worships others along with Allaah is just like one who doesn't
worship Allaah at all. This is since his worship is in vain. Allaah is not pleased
with Shirk (associating partners in worship with Him). Likewise, the deed
must be in accordance with what Allaah has legislated. So Allaah does not
accept the deed that has innovation in it, just as He does not accept the deed
that has polytheism in it. So the greatest aspect of the Days of Ignorance was:
Associating partners in worship with Allaah and innovating into the Religion.

® Translator’s Note: An explanation of who the Dahriyyah are will follow under Aspect Forty-
Six.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The author, may Allaah have mercy on him, began with this aspect since it was
the most dangerous characteristic of the people of the Days of Ignorance. And
it is also because it was the first thing that the Messenger of Allaah % began
with - rejecting it and calling the people to abandon it. So the first thing the
Messenger of Allaah % began with - as did all of the other prophets - was the
command to make all of the worship sincerely and exclusively for Allaah alone
and to abandon the worship of everything besides Him. This is the beginning
of the call of the Messengers, since this is the foundation upon which
everything else is built on. If the foundation is corrupt, there is no benefit in all
of the other things that come after it - there is no benefit in the prayer, fasting,
Hajj, charity or any of the other forms of worship. So long as the foundation is
corrupt and one is lacking Tawheed, there is no benefit in all of the other good
deeds, since Shirk (associating partners in worship with Allaah) has nullified
and invalidated them.

During the Days of Ignorance, the people would worship Allaah and many
other things along with Him, amongst which was the worship of righteous
and pious individuals, as occurred with the people of Nooh when they went to
extremes with regard to their righteous people - Wadd, Suwaa’, Yagooth,
Ya'ooq and Nasr. They worshipped their graves apart from Allaah using the
excuse that they were righteous people and that they sought nearness to
Allaah through them and that they would intercede before Allaah on their
behalf.

This is how the people of the Days of Ignorance gradually began to fall into
Shirk. So they would worship the righteous and pious people as well as the
angels. And they would say: “We only worship them so that they may bring
us closer to Allaah.” And they would say: “They will intercede for us before
Allaah.” They would not say: “They are partners in worship with Allaah.”
Rather, they would say: “They are only devout worshippers of Allaah who
serve as intermediaries for us before Allaah, and they will intercede on our
behalf and draw us nearer to Him.” They would not call this action of theirs
Shirk, since the Devil had made it appear to them that it wasn’t Shirk, but
rather they would call it “seeking nearness to Allaah” through the
intermediation and intercession of righteous people. Consideration is not
given to names but rather to the facts. So this act of theirs is Shirk even if they
call it “intercession” or “nearness.” It is in fact Shirk. Using different names
does not change the reality of something.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Allaah is not pleased with anything being worshipped alongside Him, as He
says:
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“So whoever longs to meet his Lord, then let him do righteous deeds and not
associate any partners into the worship of his Lord.” [Surah Al-Kahf: 110]

And Allaah says:
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“So call unto Allaah, sincerely, making the religion purely for His sake.”
[Surah Az-Zumar: 2]

And He says:
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“And they were not commanded except to worship Allaah sincerely, making
the worship purely for Him alone.” [Surah Al-Bayyinah: 5]

And He says:
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”So worship Allaah sincerely, making all of the worship for Him alone.”
[Surah Ghaafir: 14]

Worship is of no benefit if it is done with the absence of sincerity and
following the way of the Messenger of Allaah #.

So this is the greatest aspect that the people of the Days of Ignorance were

upon. And it was that they would worship the righteous and pious people,
such as those who had passed away or are not present, and they would seek
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

assistance and refuge in them, asking them for their needs, in the same exact
manner that the grave-worshippers of today do.

So the worship of tombs and shrines today, seeking nearness to Allaah
through the deceased, supplicating to them apart from Allaah, and seeking
their exclusive assistance - all of this is what the people of the Days of
Ignorance practiced and believed in, as Allaah says:
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“And they worship apart from Allaah that which doesn’t harm them or

benefit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors before Allaah.”
[Surah Yoonus: 18]

The same thing occurs nowadays - When the grave-worshippers are debated
against and condemned for their worship of graves, they say: “We are not
worshipping the graves, since worship is only for Allaah. Rather, they are
intermediaries between us and Allaah and they will intercede for us before
Him.” But this is exactly what Allaah repudiated the people of the Days of
Ignorance for, when He said:
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“And they worship besides Allaah things that harm them not nor profit
them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allaah.”” [Surah Yoonus:
18]
And He says:
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“And those who take associates apart from Him (say): "We worship them
only so that they may bring us nearer to Allaah.”” [Surah Az-Zumar: 3]
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They did not worship them because they believed that they shared in Allaah’s
Ability to create, provide, bring to life and cause death, as they acknowledged
that this was only for Allaah. Rather, they only worshipped them so that they
could bring them closer to Allaah. So they would say: "We are worshippers
full of sins. And these individuals are righteous and hold good standing witt:
Allaah. So we would like for them to act as intermediaries for us before Allaah
to accept our repentance and worship.” This is what the devils among
mankind and the jinn made appear good to them concerning this matter.

What is strange is that these individuals read the Qur'aan and pass by these
verses, yet do not take heed of them. And in spite of doing that, they continue
to worship graves, even though this is one of the acts of the people of the Day«
of Ignorance. The reason they do this is because they are not aware of what the
people of the Days of Ignorance used to believe and practice. They are not
aware that this is one of the characteristics of the people of the Days of
Ignorance. So this is the consequence of not having knowledge of the aspects
of the Days of Ignorance.

Then the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “This is the greatest of
matters that the Messenger of Allaah opposed them in. So he brought sincerity
(i.e. doing deeds sincerely for Allanh alone and not for anyone else) anci
informed that it was the Religion of Allaah, which all the messengers were sen:
with. And he informed us that no deeds are accepted (by Allaah), except those
done sincerely (for Him alone). And he # informed that whosoever does what
these (polytheists) approved of, then Allaah has forbidden Paradise for him
and his final destination will be the Hellfire. It is due to this aspect that
mankind becomes divided into Muslims and disbelievers. And it is due to it
that enmity (between the two) occurs. And it is for this purpose that Jiliaad was
legislated, as Allaah says: ‘And fight them (disbelievers) until there is no
more fitnah (evil/disbelief) left, and the religion is for Allaah alone.””

Is Allaah in need of there being an intermediary between Him and His
servant? Allaah is near and responds. He hears and sees everything, and Hz:
shows mercy and accepts the repentance of His servants. He did not command
us to use intermediaries when supplicating to Him for something. Rather, H=
commanded us to supplicate and call unto Him directly, as He says:
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“So supplicate to Allaah sincerely, making your worship purely for Him
alone.” [Surah Ghaafir: 14]

And He says:
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“And your Lord says: ‘Supplicate to Me. I will respond to you.” Verily, those
who turn in pride away from worshipping Me will enter the Hellfire in
disgrace.” [Surah Ghaatfir: 60]

Allaah commanded us to supplicate to Him directly and He did not order us
to set up intermediaries between us and Him. The issue of Shirk is the greatest
aspect that the Messenger of Allaah # opposed them in. When Allaah sent him
as a Messenger to the people, the first thing he began with was the call to the
Tawheed (Oneness) of Allaah and the rejection of Shirk. He 4 would say: “Say
Laa Ilaaha IllaaAllaah and you will prosper.”? And he # said: “I was
commanded to fight against the people until they say: Laa Ilaaha
HlaaAllaah. So when they say that, they will have protected their lives and
wealth from me.”10 The Prophet $ would constantly go to visit them in their
gatherings and their dwellings and during the ritual days of Hajj and he
would call them to Tawheed and to single Allaah out in worship. This is the
first thing that he # started with since it is the foundation. Similarly, it is
obligatory for those who call to Islaam to give special significance to this
matter and to make calling to Tawheed the most important thing in their call.

So the Prophet # came to call the people to worship Allaah alone and to
abandon the worship of everything besides Him, whether righteous people or
other than that. This is the religion of the messengers, as Allaah says:

® Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad (3/492 and 4/63, 341), Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh (no.
6528), At-Tabaraanee in Al-Kabeer (5/61 no. 4582), Ad-Daaraqutnee in as-Sunan (3/45), Al-
Bayhagqee in Dalaa 'il-un-Nubuwah (5/380), and Al-Haakim in Al-Mustadrak (3/512, no. 4275)
and he said: “This 1s a hadeeth with an authentic chain of narration, but the two Imaams did not
report it.”

' Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 1399, 2946) and Muslim (no. 20-21)
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“And We did not send any messenger before you except that We revealed to

him: ‘“There is no deity that has the right to be worshipped except Me, so
worship Me.”” [Surah Al-Anbiyaa: 25]

And Allaah says:
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“And We have indeed sent to every nation a messenger, saying: "Worshig
Allaah and avoid the false deities.”” [Surah An-Nahl: 36]

This is the methodology of the messengers, may Allaah’s peace and blessings
be upon them all, which was to call the people to worship Allaah and tc
abandon the worship of everything apart from Him. As for all of the other
good deeds, then they follow in line after that.

Allaah does not accept any action except that which is done sincerely for His
sake - not containing any association of partners with Him. The action must
also be in accordance with what He has legislated. So Allaah does not accep!
the action that has innovation in it nor that which has Shirk (polytheism) in it.
Allaah says:
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“So whoever longs to meet his Lord, then let him do righteous deeds andl
not associate any partners into the worship of his Lord.” [Surah Al-Kahf: 110]

And Allaah says:
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“And worship Allaah (alone) and do not mix anything with Him (in His
worship).” [Surah An-Nisaa: 36]

Allaah did not limit His Speech to just mentioning the command to worship
Allaah. Rather, He also forbade Shirk since worshipping Allaah is not
acceptable as long as there is Shirk in it. Also, disbelieving in the false deities
takes more precedence over believing in Allaah, as He says:
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“So whoever disbelieves in the false deities and believes in Allaah, then he
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break.” [Surah
Al-Baqgarah: 256]

This is what is meant by Laa Ilaaha IllaaAllagh - it consists of a negation and an
affirmation - a negation of Shirk and an affirmation of Tawheed. “Laa Ilaaha”
nullifies all the deities that exist which are worshipped, while “IllaaAllaah”
affirms the worship of Allaah alone.

An action that contains innovation and opposition to the methodology of the
Messenger of Allaah is not accepted. The Prophet % said: “Whoever does a
deed, which is not in accordance with our affair (i.e. the Sunnah), then it is
rejected.” 11

And in another narration, he % said: “Whoever introduces into our affair (i.e.
the Sunnah), that which is not part of it, it will be rejected.” 12

This is why the scholars say: “An action is not accepted unless it meets two
conditions: The first condition is that the action must be done purely for
Allaah’s sake alone, and the second condition is that it must be done in
accordance with the way of the Messenger of Allaah #. So if one of these two
conditions is missing, this action will not be accepted by Allaah, and it will not
be considered a righteous deed.”

"' Reported by Muslim (no. 1718/18) and Al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh, Book of Adherence
({'tisaam), Chapter: “If a person performing a decd or a judge errs and contradicts the
Messenger of Allaah unknowingly, his ruling/judgement is rejected.”

? Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2697) and Muslim (no. 1718/17)
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Allaah informs us that whoever worships what he feels to be correct, such as
statues, righteous people, trees, rocks and graves, and doesn’t reference this
worship back to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger #, but
rather just relies on his good feelings and what his soul desires even though it
may oppose the Book and the Sunnah - Allaah informs us that He has
forbidden Paradise for such a person and his final abode will be the Hellfire.

Allaah says:
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“Verily, whoever sets up partners in worship with Allaah, then Allaah has
forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his final abode.” [Surah Al-
Maa’idah: 72]

This means that He will completely restrict him from entering Paradise at all.
To forbid something (tahreem) in the Arabic language means to restrict it. So he
who worships false gods along with Allaah will be completely prevented from
entering Paradise, with no hope of ever entering it, and his final abode will be
the Hellfire.

This is the consequence of mixing partners in the worship of Allaah. Even if
the people say: “We only worship them so that they may bring us closer to
Allaah”, if they die upon this belief without repenting, Allaah will forbid
Paradise for them and make the Hellfire their final abode to dwell therein
forever and ever. So anyone that desires to be saved must give special
attention to this matter and not continue to remain upon the ways of the
people of the Days of Ignorance in this aspect or any other aspect.

The author’s statement: “It is due to this aspect that mankind becomes divide:1
into Muslims and disbelievers” means the aspect of Tawheed and Shirk. A
group of people believed in the Messenger of Allaah ¥ and made ther
worship purely for Him alone. They are the believers. Then there were other
people that opposed him #% and remained upon their polytheism, false
worship and adherence to what their forefathers used to worship aforetime, as
was the case with the disbelieving nations that would oppose the messengers
simply because they wanted to remain upon their ancestral traditions, és
Allaah says:
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“And similarly, We sent not a warner before you (Muhammad) to any town
(people), except that the luxurious ones amongst them said: ‘Verily, we
found our forefathers following a certain way and religion, and we will
indeed follow in their footsteps.”” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 23]

And they would say:
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“Do you forbid us from worshipping what our forefathers would worship?”
[Surah Hood: 62]

This was the argument and excuse they would use, which was that they
wanted to hold onto what their fathers and grandfathers were upon, which
included worshipping others besides Allaah.

The author’s statement: “And it is due to it that enmity (between the two)
occurs” means: between the adherents of Tawheed and those who commit
Shirk - between the believers and the disbelievers. This is since the believers
are obligated to show enmity towards the disbelievers. So it is not permissible
to have love for the disbelievers, even if they are the closest of people to you,
as Allaah says:
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“You will not find any people who believe in Allaah and the Last Day,
making friendship with those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger
(Muhammad), even though they may be their fathers, or their sons, or their
brothers, or their kindred (people). For such He has written Faith in their
hearts, and strengthened them with a light from Himself.” [Surah Al-
Mujaadilah: 22]
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Therefore, one must have loyalty towards Allaah, His Messenger # and the
believers, and disloyalty against disbelief and the disbelievers, and Shirk and
the polytheists.
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“We have rejected you and there has appeared between us and you enmity
and hatred forever until you believe in Allaah alone.” [Surah Al-
Mumtahinah: 4]

This was the way of Ibraaheem, may the peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him.

As for those who call today for an open dialogue and understanding between
the religions, claiming that they are all heavenly faiths - rather, some are even
so bold as to claim that the Jews and Christians are not disbelievers — then this
is contrary to what the Messenger of Allaah #% came with, contrary to what is
stated in the Qur'aan and contrary to the religion of Ibraaheem, which we
were commanded to follow.
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“O you who believe, do not take your fathers and your brothers as
supporters, if they prefer disbelief over Faith. And whoever of you does sc,
then he is one of the wrong-doers.” {Surah At-Tawbah: 23]

These individuals say: “The Jews and the Christians are People of the Scripturz
and they are people who believe. All of these are religions sent from Allaah.
We will try to understand what we share in common and work together. And
you should not deem the Jews and Christians as disbelievers.”

This call is prevalent nowadays, and it eradicates the aspect of loyalty and

disloyalty between the believers and the disbelievers. Whoever doesn’t believe
in the Messenger, Muhammad #, is a disbeliever, regardless of whether he is
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from the People of the Scripture or not. This is because after the advent of the
Messenger #, everyone has no choice but to believe in him #. So whoever
doesn’t believe in him is a disbeliever. The Jews and the Christians do not
believe in the Messenger (Muhammad), so they are disbelievers.

The Prophet # said: “By the One in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad,
there is no one from this ummah, whether he is Jewish or Christian, that
hears about me and then dies without believing in what I was sent with,
except that he will be from the inhabitants of the Hellfire.” 13

So after the advent of the Prophet %, no one is allowed to abandon following
his religion. This is such that the Prophet % said: “By Allaah, if my brother
Moosaa were alive, he would have no choice but to follow me.”

So after the advent of the Prophet #, there is no correct religion except the
religion of Islaam.

50 5 0 s S 2 5 05
OaomlAl e 3 AN 8 ea

“And whoever seeks other than Islaam as a religion, then it will never be
accepted from him, and in the Hereafter, he will be from among the losers.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 85]

So this is a false call. But yet today, there are conferences and seminars held for
its sake, and money is donated at these events in order to call to the unification
of the religions, which they call “inter-faith” dialogues! Far removed is Allaah
from this! Can there be such a thing as an open dialogue between belief and
disbelief, between Shirk and Tawheed, and between the enemies of Allaah and
His allies?!

Then the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “And it is for this
purpose that Jihaad was legislated. Allaah says: ‘And fight them (disbelievers)
until there is no more fitnah (evil/disbelief) left, and the religion is for
Allaah alone.””

" Reported by Muslim (no. 153)
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We are obligated to abide by three things with respect to the disbelievers:

First: To have enmity towards them. This is since they are enemies of Allaah
and enemies of His Messenger .

Second: To call them to believe in and follow the Messenger. This is something;
that is obligatory upon the Muslims.

Third: To fight against them if they are called to Islaam and refuse to accept it.
In this case, it is obligatory to wage Jihaad and fight against them. Allaah says:

A B0 54 488 585 Y S bl

“And fight them (disbelievers) until there is no more fitnah left, and the
religion is for Allaah alone.” [Surah Al-Anfaal: 39]

So the last stage with regard to them is that of fighting against them. But this i3
on the condition that the Muslims have the ability to fight. Allaah says:
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“Then kill the polytheists wherever you find them, and capture them and
besiege them, and prepare for them each and every ambush.” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 5]

This ayah contains in it the wisdom behind Jihaad in Islaam, and it is that
through it, Shirk will be put to an end. “...until there is no more fitnah...”
What is meant by fitnah here is Shirk. So therefore this verse means: “And
fight the disbelievers until there is no more Shirk (polytheism) present, and
the religion is for Allaah alone.” This is the objective behind Jihaad. The
objective behind Jihaad is not to expand one’s reign of authority or to conquer
kingdoms or to attain wealth. This is not the objective behind Jihaad. The true
objective behind Jihaad is to raise the word of Allaah and to remove Shirk
from the land. This is the objective behind Jihaad.

Likewise, the objective behind Jihaad in Islaam is not to defend, as some
feebleminded writers say today. They claim: “Islaam does not command us t»

36



An Explanation of “‘Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

fight against the disbelievers, since this is barbarity. However, the fighting,
which is mentioned in Islaam is for the purpose of defense.”

This means that if someone transgresses against us, we are to fight against him

in order to repel the transgression only. Far removed and perfect is Allaah
from all defects! Allaah, Mighty and Sublime, says:
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“Then kill the polytheists...” [Surah At-Tawbah: 5]
And He says:
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“And fight them until there is no more fitnah, and the religion is for Allaah
alone.” [Surah Al-Anfaal: 39]

The purpose and objective behind fighting in Islaam is: To spread the Call to
Islaam, to propagate the Religion, and to eradicate Shirk. “And fight them
until there is no more fitnah (i.e. Shirk), and the religion is for Allaah
alone.” [Surah Al-Anfaal: 39]

This is the objective behind Jihaad. Fighting in Islaam is of two types:

The First Type: Defensive Fighting, when the Muslims are able to do it.

The Second Type: Offensive Fighting, when the Muslims are strong and have
the ability to do it.
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The Second Aspect: The Division of the People of the Days
of Ignorance with regard to their Worship and Religion
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[2] They divided into sects within their religion. Allaah says: “And do not
be among the polytheists — of those who split up their religion and
became divided into sects — each sect rejoicing in that which it has.”
[Surah Room: 32]

They also split up into divisions with regard to their worldly affairs, and thewy
saw that as being the correct thing to do. So Allaah prescribed unity and
agreement in the Religion, saying:

“He has ordained for you the same religion that He ordained for Noch
and that which We have inspired in you (O Muhammad), and that
which We ordained for Ibraaheem, Moosaa and ‘Eesaa, (saying): ‘Ycu
should establish the Religion and make no divisions within it."”” [Surah
Ash-Shooraa: 13]

And: “Verily, those who split up their religion and became sects; ycu
have no concern with them in the least.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 159]

He has forbidden us from being similar to them, saying: “And be not like
those who split up and differed after the clear signs came to them.”
[Surah Aali "Imraan: 105]

And He has forbidden us from splitting up into sects in the Religion: “And

hold firmly onto the Rope of Allaah, all of you together, and be nnt
divided.” [Surah Aali "Imraan: 103]
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- the explanation -

This is the second aspect from those aspects that the Messenger of Allaah
opposed the people of the Days of Ignorance in, and it is that the people of the
Days of Ignorance were divided in their religious as well as their worldly
affairs. Their main characteristics were that of splitting up and differing, as
Allaah says:
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“And do not be among the polytheists - of those who split up their religion
and became divided into sects - each sect rejoicing in that which it has.”

[Surah Room: 31-32]

This is the characteristic of the people of the Days of Ignorance from the Jews,
Christians and pagans. The rest of the religions present at the time of the Days
of Ignorance were also this way, as they were divided in their religion. Each
one amongst them had a religion, which he would call to and ascribe to. The
Christians would call to Christianity and the Jews would call to Judaism. Each
of these religions would deem the other religion to be upon disbelief, as Allaah
says:
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“The Jews say that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are on the wrong
Religion) and the Christians say that the Jews follow nothing, even though

they both recite the Scripture. Such was stated by (the pagan Arabs) who
have no knowledge.” [Surah Al- Bagarah: 113]

Those who have no knowledge here refers to the pagan Arabs, since they had

no Scripture or heavenly-sent religion. They too would disbelieve one another
and oppose one another.
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“Allaah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection in that which
they used to differ.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 113]

This means that Allaah will clarify who is upon the truth and who is upor:
falsehood. The Religion of Allaah is one, as He says:
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“And I did not create the jinn or mankind except that they should worship
Me.” [Surah Adh-Dhaariyaat: 56]

And He says:
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“O mankind, worship your Lord who created you and those before you, in
order that you may gain Taqwaa.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 21]

So the religion of Allaah is one for all of the creation, whether Jew, Christiar,
pagan, Arab or non-Arab. The Religion of Allaah is one, and it is to worship
Allaah alone without any partner. However, these individuals divided their
Religion and each group amongst them adopted a religion that differed frorn
the next religion. So the Jews would differ amongst themselves, and the
Christians too would differ amongst themselves. They divided into various
sects. And they continue to be upon division even to this very day.

The same goes for the pagan Arabs - they would be divided in their worship.
Amongst them were those who worshipped the sun, others who worshipped
the moon, some who worshipped statues, others who worshipped angels,
some who worshipped righteous people, and others who worshipped trees
and stones.

This was the condition of the people of the Days of Ignorance from those who
were given a Scripture and those who were not. They were not united under
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one religion, and they had partisanship: “Each sect rejoicing in that which it
has.” [Surah Room: 32] This is from the complete forms of punishment and
tribulations - that a person rejoices at what he is upon from falsehood,
whereas the opposite of this is what is obligatory - that a person fears
misguidance, deviation and destruction. However, these individuals did the
opposite: “Each sect rejoicing in that which it has” - without investigating
into if what they were upon was true or false. What was important (to them)
was that they were upon the religion of their fathers, grandfathers, people, and
clan. They didn’t care whether it was true or false. This is from the trials and
tribulations. If a person rejoices at falsehood, this is an evil consequence, since
if a person is overjoyed with falsehood, he will never try to change from it.

This is the characteristic of the people of the Days of Ignorance. And Allaah
forbade us from that, as He says:
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“And do not be among the polytheists - of those who split up their religion
and became divided into sects.” [Surah Room: 31-32]

And He says:
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“Verily, those who split up their religion and became sects, you have no
concern with them in the least. Their affair is only with Allaah. Then He
will inform them of what they used to do.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 159]

And He revealed to His Messenger #:
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“He has ordained for you the same religion that He ordained for Nooh and
that which We have inspired in you (O Muhammad), and that which We
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ordained for Ibraaheem, Moosaa and ‘Eesaa, (saying): “You should establish
the Religion and make no divisions within it.”” [Surah Ash-Shooraa: 13]

This is what Allaah has ordained - to establish the religion, which is the
religion of Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosaa, ‘Eesaa and Muhammad. Even though
this is the religion of all the prophets, in this ayah, Allaah mentions only these
prophets because they are the greatest of messengers and those with the
firmest determination. They are five: Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosaa, ‘Eesaa anc
Muhammad. These are the prophets who were given firm determination anc
they are the best of messengers. Allaah took a covenant from all of the
messengers, specifically from these five, as He says:
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“And remember when We took from the prophets their covenant and from
you (Muhammad) and from Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosaa and “Eesaa bin
Maryam. And We took from them a strong covenant.” [Surah Al-Ahzaab: 7]

All of the messengers have one religion, and that is worshipping Allaah alon:
without partners. This is the religion of all of the messengers in general, and
the five prophets (mentioned above) in particular. No differing or splitting is
accepted. So each prophet did not have his own religion, nor did each group
have its own religion. Rather, the religion of all of them was one, and that is
the religion of Allaah for all of creation.
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“And 1 did not create the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship
Me.” [Surah Adh-Dhaariyaat: 56]

All of the creation - jinn and mankind - are obligated to have only one
religion, which is Tawheed and singling Allaah out for worship. Worship hes
been explained upon the tongues of the messengers - its meaning was not let
entrusted to the people. Rather, Allaah revealed a Book to us and sent
messengers to us. And He said: “This is the religion and this is what worship
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is.” Worship is based on revelation, and the religion is based on revelation. It is
not a right of the people that they prescribe religions for themselves. Rather,
this is from the right of Allaah. He is the One who ordains the religion:
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“Or do they have partners with Allaah who have instituted for them a
religion which Allaah has not ordained?” [Surah Ash-Shooraa: 21]

Allaah is condemning the act of others legislating a religion apart from His. So
the religion is that which Allaah has legislated and revealed in His Books and
on the tongues of His Messengers. Therefore, worship is based on revelation,
and the messengers only convey from Allaah. They convey on behalf of Allaah
that which He has ordained for His servants. This is the duty of the
messengers, may the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon them. They adhere
to the religious practices of this religion just like everyone else. They are
servants worshipping Allaah through this Religion that He has prescribed for
them and their nations.

Allaah says:
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“And be not like those who split up and differed after the clear signs came
to them. They are the ones who will have a painful punishment.” [Surah
Aali "Imraan: 105]

This is a prohibition for us from being like the people of the Days of Ignorance
who split up and differed with regard to their religion. This did not occur due
to ignorance on their part. Rather, it occurred due to their vain desires.
“...After the clear signs came to them” - They abandoned the clear proofs and
instead followed their desires. So that which caused them to split up in this
manner was desires, and we seek refuge in Allaah! They took their desires as
gods besides Allaah. But Allaah did not leave room for anyone to make
excuses. Since He sent the Messengers and revealed the Books.
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“Then whenever there comes to you guidance from Me, and whoever
follows My guidance, there shall be no fear on them, nor shall they grieve.
But those who disbelieve and deny our ayaat (signs/verses), such are the
dwellers of the Fire. They shall abide therein forever.” [Surah Al-Bagarah:
38-39]

Allaah has not abandoned the people. Ever since the time that He caused
Aadam to descend to earth, He did not leave the people without a religion and
without a prophet. Rather, He continued to send messengers in successive
order to prescribe and explain the religion to the people until they were
completed with Muhammad #, whose religion will not be abrogated until the
Final Hour is established; its source of reference being the Qur’aan and the
Sunnah.

So there was never any time except that there could be found the religion of
Allaah, which the messengers brought. Allaah says:
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“And there was never a nation except that a warner had passed among;
them.” [Surah Faatir: 24]

S 55 AT e G 055 3 0 e S

“Messengers - bearing good news as well as warning, in order that mankinc.
should have no excuse against Allaah after the (coming of the) Messengers.”
[Surah An-Nisaa: 165]

No one has any excuse:
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“Lest you say: “There has come to us no bringer of glad tidings or warner.
But now there has come to you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner.”
[Surah Al-Maa’idah: 19]

So Allaah has established the proof against the creation. However, the people
of the Days of Ignorance oppose what the messengers brought, not due to
ignorance but out of stubborn rejection and the following of their desires. This
is especially the case with the Jews and the Christians, for they had full
knowledge of that. This is why Allaah called them “People of the Scripture” -
in order to blame them because of the fact that they were given the Scripture
and knowledge, but in spite of this, they opposed Allaah’s commandments,
and instead followed their desires. Allaah has forbidden us from treading this
path from the Days of Ignorance, and He ordered us to cling onto the religion
that He revealed to His Messenger #, and which his Companions and his
rightly-guided Khaleefahs adhered to. This is the religion that the ummabh is
obligated to hold onto until the Final Hour is established. And if they differ in
any matter, they should reference it back to the Qur’aan and the Sunnah.
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“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, then refer it back to
Allaah and the Messenger if you truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day.”
[Surah An-Nisaa: 59]

It is from the nature of human beings to differ. However, Allaah has assigned
for us the Qur’aan and the Sunnah as a reference point for when we differ and
don’t know which one of us is correct. So whoever’s view is proved to be true
by the Qur’aan and Sunnah, we accept it and whoever’s view is proved to be
false by the Qur'aan and Sunnah, we abandon it. This is since our ultimate
objective is to follow the truth, not to support our (personal) views or to glorify
our fathers and grandfathers or our shuyookh (scholars). This is not the way of
the Muslims. The believer seeks after the truth. Wherever he finds it, he
accepts it. So the ultimate goal is to attain the truth, “if you truly believe in
Allaah and the Last Day.” “That is better” than you remaining upon
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differences and divisions “and more suitable for final determination”,
meaning: the best result will be achieved.

This is from Allaah’s mercy towards us - that He has left for us that which will
solve our disputes and show us the truth. This is why He says:

“And hold onto the Rope of Allaah”, which is the Qur’aan

“all of you together” not just some of you, but all of you, i.e. all of the creation
in general and this ummah (of Muslims) specifically
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“and be not divided. And remember Allaah’s blessing on you, for you wer:
enemies of one another, but then He joined your hearts together so that, by
His Grace, you became brothers. And you were on the brink of a pit of Fire,
but He saved you from it.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 103]

“The brink of a pit of Fire” here refers to the religious ways of the Days cf
Ignorance. “But He saved you from it” through Islaam, and by way of this
Qur’aan. So give thanks for the blessing of Allaah.

Holding onto the Rope of Allaah means: Adhering to the Qur’aan, since that
is the extended Rope of Allaah, which whoever grabs and holds onto will b2
saved while whoever lets go of it will be ruined.

This is what Allaah has informed us concerning the condition of the people of

the Days of Ignorance - that they “split up their religion and became divided
into sects - each sect rejoicing in that which it has.” [Surah Room: 32]
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Then He forbade us from being like them and resembling them, and then
commanded us to hold onto the Book of Allaah, which is free from differing
and free from disputes and ruin. So there is no salvation except by adhering to
the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger #.
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“And hold onto the Rope of Allaah, all of you together, and be not divided.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 103]

So the people of the Days of Ignorance were divided in their religion, as Allaah
says: “Each sect rejoicing in that which it has.” They were happy with their
beliefs even if they were false. They were also divided in their worldly affairs,
since whoever loses the Religion will also lose the worldly matters. So with
respect to their worldly affairs, they were divided and not united as one
group. As a matter of fact, each tribe would rule and govern itself. And each
tribe would regard the lives and property of another tribe as lawful for the
taking and fair game.

This was the state of the Arabs prior to the advent of the Messenger of Allaah
4. When they neglected their Religion, they neglected their worldly affairs. So
fear, anxiety and hunger became permanent characteristics of them, and the
Days of Ignorance were times filled with wars, fighting and upheaval. This
was even to the point that brothers would fight against each other, as was the
case with the tribes of Aws and Khazraj in Madeenah. They were brothers by
way of lineage, originating from one tribe, which was from Qahtaan.
However, there occurred a tremendous war between them that lasted more
than a hundred years, which they called “The war of Ba’aath” between the
tribes of Aws and Khazraj, and which used to be instigated by the Jews.

But when Allaah sent His Prophet, Muhammad #, and he migrated to
Madeenah, Allaah caused these battling tribes to unite through him #%. The
war was extinguished and the Muslims became brothers, uniting like one hand
alongside the Messenger of Allaah #%. This is what Allaah reminds them of
when He says:
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“And remember Allaah’s blessing on you, for you were enemies of one
another, but then He joined your hearts together so that, by His Grace, you
became brothers.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 103]

Allaah united their hearts through Islaam and terminated the wars that
occurred amongst them, thus rectifying their worldly affairs. This was also the
case with all of the other Arab tribes when they entered into Islaam. Their
worldly affairs were set aright when their religious affairs were put in order.
Their lives and property became secure and they began to walk through the
land with peace and a sense of security. And it became such that an Aral
would meet another Arab from any tribe and not confront him with evi..
Rather, love prevailed amongst them and they became brothers in the Religion
of Allaah.

Allaah’s statement: “Verily, those who split up their religion and became
sects, you have no concern with them in the least” means to absolve oneself
from those who split up with regards to their religion and divided into sects.
This is since what is required is for the religion to be one and for the people to
be one group united under this religion. This is what Allaah has ordered. S»
whoever is this way, the Messenger of Allaah # will befriend and join ranks
with, and he will be his ally. And whoever splits away from his religion and

remains upon division and upon the ways of the Days of Ignorance, then the
Messenger of Allaah # is free from him.

What is left now is: Understanding the meaning of differing or differences of
opinion on the issues of Figh. Differing occurs and is present in issues of Figh.
Is this the condemned form of differing?

We say: Differing is of two types:

The First Type: Differing in the Religion, such as differing in worship and
Creed. This type of differing is condemned and forbidden, since the religion is
not open to Ijtihaad (scholarly deduction and interpretation) or subject to
people’s opinions. Rather, the religion is based on revealed texts, and so is the
Creed. So there is no room for Ijtihaad in it. It is upon us to adhere to what
Allaah has prescribed for us from the religion and from Creed without causing
our opinions and deductions to interfere with that. Likewise, worship is based
onrevealed texts.
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Whatever act of worship that is substantiated with proof, we must act upon it.
And whatever does not have evidence to substantiate it, then it is an
innovation and we must abandon it. This is based on the hadeeth: “Whoever
introduces into our affair (i.e. the Sunnah), that which is not part of it, it will
be rejected”14 and on the hadeeth: “And beware of newly-invented matters,
for indeed every newly-invented matter is an innovation, and every
innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Hellfire.” 1>

So matters related to Creed, worship and the religion, in general, are not open
and subject to differing, ever. Rather, you must follow the texts from the
Qur’aan and the Sunnah and what the predecessors (Salaf) of this ummah
were upon with regard to these matters.

The Second Type: Differing is permitted in that which is related to opinions or
that which is subject to Ijtihaad from the issues of Figh and deriving rulings
from the evidences. Differing has occurred with regard to these matters since
people’s perceptions with regard to deriving rulings and proofs from the texts
vary. The issues in which the scholars have all unanimously agreed upon
(Iimaa’) are limited in amount, and it is not permissible to oppose them.
However, those issues in which Ijtihaad is permitted, which the scholars have
not unanimously agreed upon as to their ruling, then Allaah has left it upon
each scholar, in accordance to what is specific to him from abilities of
perception and comprehension, and what can be derived at from the texts.
jtihaad is permitted in this matter. [jtihaad occurred during the time of the
Prophet #%, as is well known. This was differing in [jtihaad. It was not differing
in Creed or the Religion, but rather, just differing in the issues of Figh. During
the time of the Prophet 4, the people would perform Ijtihaad and differ with
one another.

This Ijtihaad is of two types:

The First Type of Ijtihaad is that in which evidence is present with one of the
two sides that differ on an issue. In this case, it is obligatory to accept what the

' Its reference was mentioned previously.

'’ Reported by An-Nasaa’ee (3/209-210, no. 1577), and the wording here is from him, Abu
Dawood (5/12-13, no. 4607), Ibn Maajah (1/30-31, no. 42). At-Tirmidhee (5/44, no. 2681)
mentioned a narration similar to it. Imaam Muslim transmitted a portion of this hadeeth: “And

the worst of affairs are newly-invented matters, and every innovation is in the Hellfire.”
(no. 867) '

49



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

evidence supports and to abandon what the evidence does not support.
Therefore, the opinions of the scholars of Figh must be weighed against thz
evidences. So whatever is proved to be true by the evidences, we must accert
it and abandon whatever opposes it. And as for the Mujtahid that has nct
attained the truth and opposed the evidence, he is obligated to accept the truth
and return to what is correct. And it is not permissible for him to remain upon
this erroneous [jtihaad, nor is it permissible for us to remain upon this
erroneous [jtihaad.

The (four) Imaams have advised us to do this, saying: “Weigh our opinions
against the Book and the Sunnah.” Imaam Abu Haneefah, may Allaah have
mercy on him, would say: “If a hadeeth comes (to you) from the Messenger of
Allaah #, then accept it without question. And if a hadeeth comes (to you)
from the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah #, then accept it without
question. And if a hadeeth comes to you from the Taabi’een, then we are men
and they too are men.” This is the statement of Abu Haneefah, the foremost of
the four Imaams.

Imaam Maalik, may Allaah have mercy on him, would say: “All of us can
either refute or be refuted except for the inhabitant of this grave” meaning the
Messenger of Allaah #. And he would say: “Is it that every time a man who is
good at disputing comes to us, we should abandon what (angel) Jibreel
brought down to Muhammad for the disputing of these individuals?!” These
are the words of Imaam Maalik, may Allaah have mercy on him.

He would also say: “Nothing will rectify the last part of this ummah except for
that which rectified its first part.” What rectified its first part? (It was) the
Qur’aan and the Sunnah. This is the statement of Imaam Maalik, may Allaah
have mercy on him.

Imaam Ash-Shaafi’ee, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “The Muslims
have unanimously agreed that whoever has (an aspect of) the Sunnah of
Allaah’s Messenger # clarified to him, it is not permitted for him to abandcn
that in exchange for the opinion of someone else.” And he, may Allaah have
mercy on him, used to say: “If my statement contradicts the statement of the
Messenger of Allaah #, then throw my statement against the wall.” And te
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would say: “If the hadeeth is authentic then that is my madh-hab (view).” These
are the words of Ash-Shaafi’ee, may Allaah have mercy on him. 16

Imaam Ahmad, may Allaah have mercy on him, would say: “I am amazed at
people who know the chain of narration and the authenticity of a hadeeth, yet
go by the opinion of Sufyaan! Allaah says:
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‘So let those who oppose his Command (i.e. the Messenger of Allaah’s
Sunnah) beware, lest some fitnah should befall them or a painful torment be
inflicted on them.” [Surah An-Noor: 63] Do you now what fitnah means here?
Fitnah means Shirk. It is possible that if a person rejects some of his statements
- i.e. that of the Messenger of Allaah # - that some deviation may enter into
his heart and so he will be destroyed.”

So these are the statements of the Mujtahid Imaams. They performed Ijtihaad
(and differed) based upon knowledge and whilst being qualified to do so.
However, they did not claim that they were infallible and free from error.
Rather, they advised their followers to only take from their statements that
which was in conformity with the evidence. So it is obligatory for the Hanbalee
when he sees the evidence with a Shaafi’ee to take the Shaafi'ee opinion.
Similarly, if a Shaafi’ee sees that the proof is with a Hanafee, he is obligated to
take the Hanafee view. And if a Maalikee sees that the proof is with a
Hanbalee, he is obligated to accept the Hanbalee opinion. This is since the
ultimate objective is following the proof. The goal is not the opinion of this
person or that person. So they would not have any fanatical attachment
towards their Imaams, but rather, they had fanatical attachment to only the
truth. Look at the example of Shaikh-ul-Islaam Ibn Taimiyyah, Imaam Ibn Al-
Qayyim and Imaam Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab - all of them would
order this, saying: “Look into the opinions of the scholars and take whatever
the proof substantiates.” Their statements with regard to this are well known
from their books.

' See his biography in Siyar A ’laam an-Nubalaa (10/34-35)
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This is the belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah - there was no blind
fanaticism towards individuals. However, this does not mean that we should
shun the madh-habs and abandon them. On the contrary, we should derive
benefit from the madh-habs and from the Figh (understanding) of the Imaams,
for there is a great abundance of wealth in them. However, we must follow the
evidence. Whoever has the proof accompanying his opinion, we must adhere
to his view - this is what is obligatory.

And whoever is not aware of the evidence should ask the people of
knowledge. Allaah says:
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“So ask the people of the Reminder (i.e. knowledge) if you don’t know.”
[Surah An-Nahl: 43]

This is since you want to be absolved from the responsibility. But if you arz
aware of the evidence, then all praise be to Allaah, adhere to the evidence. Andl
if you don’t know, then ask the people of knowledge. This is what is binding
upon you.

The Second Type of Ijtihaad is the Figh Ijtihaad in which the proof is nct
present in any of the two opposing opinions, and so both views are probabile.
There is nothing wrong with going with any of these views according to the
aspects of Ijtihaad, so long as no part of these views is outweighed by a procf
from the other side. So there is nothing wrong with a person that takes one cf
these opinions, on the condition that he has no fanaticism or desires (when
taking this view), but rather, his objective is the truth.

This is why a Hanbalee should not condemn a Shaafi’ee, nor should a Shaafi’ee
condemn a Maalikee. The Imaams and their followers have been brothers
throughout time, all praise be to Allaah. No enmity or hatred occurred
between them. And if some of that did occur between them, then it was only
on the part of some fanatics amongst them who have no significance.
However, the majority of the followers of the four madh-habs, all praise be to
Allaah, do not have any enmity, division or hatred between them. They
intermarry amongst each other; they pray behind one another; they greet each
other with Salaam; and they are brothers toward one another. This is in spite
of their differences on some of the issues of Ijtihaad, which have a probability
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of being true and for which there is no decisive evidence present to outweigh
one view over another. It is from this perspective that some people have made
the famous statement: “There is no condemning with regard to the issues of
Ijtihaad.”

So if the inhabitants of a country are united upon following one of these views
based on Ijtihaad, for which there is no evidence present to oppose or
contradict it, and they unanimously adhere to one of these Figh opinions, then
it is not permissible for anyone (in this land) to split up this unity. Rather, he
must comply with them and not differ from them.
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The Third Aspect: They considered Opposing the Ruler a Virtue:
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[3] They held the acts of opposing the figure of authority and failing 1o
comply with him as being something virtuous. And they saw the acts of
hearing and obeying as being humiliating and degrading. So Allaah's
Messenger % opposed them and commanded that patience be observed
when facing the oppression of the rulers. And he commanded with hearirg
and obeying them,"” as well as advising (them). And he #% spoke
extensively in regards to that and constantly brought it up and repeated it.

These (first) three aspects (of the Days of Ignorance) have been gathere:d
together in what has been related on the Prophet % in the two Saheeh
Collections that he said:

“Indeed, Allaah is pleased with three things for you: 1) That you
worship Him alone and not associate anything (in worship) with Himn,
2) That all of you, together, hold tightly onto the Rope of Allaah and
not be divided into groups, and 3) That you mutually advise he whom
Allaah has given authority over your affairs.” *®

There did not occur any defects in the religious and worldly affairs of
mankind, except that it was due to a violation of these (first) three aspec's,
or one of them.

" The Messenger of Allaah 4 said: “Hearing and obeying is (obligatory) upon the Muslim,
in that which he loves and hates, so long as he is not commanded with disobeying (Allaah).
So if he is commanded to commit disobedience (to Allaah), then there is no hearing and
obeying.” Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree: Book of Rulings (no. 7144) and Saheeh Muslim: Book of
Leadership (no. 1839) from the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar <.

'8 Saheeh Muslim (no. 1715) and Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree (3/270)
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- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would not submit themselves to a ruler, as they considered this to be
degrading. On the contrary, they considered disobeying the ruler as being
virtuous and a sign of freedom. This is why no ruler and leader was able to
unite them, since they would not submit to anyone due to their pride and
arrogance. So Islaam came to oppose them, ordering instead that the Muslim
ruler should be heard and obeyed because of the many advantages and
benefits contained in that. Allaah says:
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“O you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger and those in
authority amongst you.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 59]

In this ayah, Allaah has commanded us to obey the rulers. And the Messenger
of Allaah # defined this obedience to mean only that which is done without
committing disobedience to Allaah, as he ¥ said: “There is no obedience to
the creation if it involves disobeying the Creator.”1® And he # said: “Verily,
obedience is only in that which is good.” 20

So it is obligatory to obey the ruler in those matters that don't constitute
disobedience to Allaah. If he orders you to do something disobedient to
Allaah, you must not obey him in that. However, do not oppose him in all
other matters besides that. He should not be obeyed specifically in that issue,
which contains disobedience to Allaah. But as for all of the other matters, then
do not cut off your allegiance to him because of that one issue.

And do not oppose him so long as he remains upon Islaam. This is due to the
many advantages that can be found in obeying the ruler, such as the
preservation of the unity of the Muslims, the absence of bloodshed, the
presence of stability and security, justice for the oppressed against the

' Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad (1/131) and Al-Albaanee authenticated it in Sakeeh al-
Jaami’-us-Sagheer (no. 7520)

% Reported by Al-Bukhaaree with the wording “There is no obedience in matters of
disobedience (to Allaah) — Obedience is only in matters of good” (no. 7257) and Muslim (no.
1840/39)
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oppressor, rights being returned to those who deserve it, and the fair and
unbiased judgement of people. These things can occur even if the ruler is not
firmly established upon practicing his Religion and even if he is a wickec
sinner, so long as he has not reached the level of disbelief, as the Prophet %
said: “Hear and obey (the ruler) unless you see clear disbelief for which you
will have a decisive proof against him before Allaah.”! Therefore, so long as
his sins are not at the level of disbelief, he is to be heard and obeyed. His evil.
sinfulness goes against his own self; however, we must still hold allegiance tc
him and obey him for the sake of the benefits that this brings about for the
Muslims.

This is why when it was said to one of the Imaams: “This person is sinful, but
yet he is strong, and that person is righteous, however, he's weak, which of the
two is it best for us to declare our allegiance to”, he would reply by saying:
“Pick the sinful person that is strong, since his sinfulness is only against his
own self, while his strength is for the Muslims.” And as for this righteous
person, his righteousness is only for his own self, and his weakness will cause
harm to the Muslims.

So the ruler must be heard and obeyed even if he is a sinful individual with
respect to himself. Rather, he is to be heard an obeyed even if he oppresses and
wrongs others. The Messenger of Allaah # said: “Obey (him), even if he takes
your wealth and whips your back.”22 This is because obeying him contains far
greater advantages that the disadvantages he is upon. And it is also because
the harm that would be caused by rebelling against him is far worse than the
harm of remaining obedient to him even though he is a sinner. This is since
rebelling against him will cause blood to be shed, security to be breached and
unity to be dissolved.

What was the result of those individuals that revolted against the rulers and
leaders, as we have come to know from history? What happened when a small
band of troublemakers emerged and revolted against the ruler, killing the
Commander of the Believers, 'Uthmaan #? What repercussions are the
believers facing up to this very day as a direct result of rebelling against the
Muslim ruler and assassinating him? The Muslims today continue to suffer
from the incessant repercussions and evils that came about from this.

?! Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 7056) and Muslim (no. 1709/42)
# Reported by Muslim (no. 1847)
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Likewise, with respect to any other type of ruler - we must have patience with
obeying him, even if that contains partial evil in it, as it is still less than the evil
of revolting against him. This is why the Prophet # commanded us to obey
him, so long as he does not leave from the fold of Islaam. Even if he is sinful
and oppressive, we must be patient with these partial evils so long as that
prevents the greater evils from occurring. Picking the lesser of two harms in
order to repel the greater one is something well known and established (in the
Religion). No group of people ever set out to fight against a leader except that
the harm of rebelling against him was greater than the harm of being patient
with obeying him.

This is the difference between the people of the Days of Ignorance and those
who adhere to Islaam with regard to the issue of the rulers. The people of the
Days of Ignorance do not believe that they must obey rulers, as they consider it
to be degrading. But as for Islaam, it orders its adherents to obey the rulers,
even if they may have some sinfulness in themselves or they oppress the
people. One should be patient with them since there are many benefits for the
Muslims in doing that, whereas revolting against them contains much harm
for the Muslims, which are far greater than the harms of remaining upon their
obedience in spite of their deviations, which have not reached the level of
removing them from Islaam.

This is a tremendous principle that Islaam has brought to this great issue. As
for the people of the Days of Ignorance, as we have explained before, they did
not believe in establishing a ruler or in hearing and obeying one. They are
similar to the disbelieving nations of today who call for liberty and democracy.
What are their societies like today? They are like savage animals living in
barbarianism - there is killing, plundering, corruption, evil, and unstable
security, even though they are large countries and possess weapons and
armaments. However, their state of being is like that of savage animals, and
we seek refuge in Allaah. This is because they remained upon the beliefs and
practices of the people of the Days of Ignorance.

The Prophet # commanded us to hear and obey the rulers, and he commanded
us to advise them in private - in that which occurs between them and the one
advising. But as for speaking against them, whilst reviling them and
backbiting them, this is being disloyal to them, since it incites the people
against them and causes joy to the people of evil. This is betraying the rulers.
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As for supplicating for them and not mentioning their faults in a gathering,
then this is a form of advising them. Whoever intends to advise the leader
should send him his advice in person whether it is through spoken form,
written form or by counseling those who are connected to him who will ther
convey that to him. But if he is not able to, then he is excused.

As for him sitting in a gathering or upon the mimbar or in front of a tape
recorder and he reviles and mentions the faults of the rulers, then this is nol
from sincere advice to the rulers. Rather, this is betraying them. Advising themn
entails supplicating for them that they be rectified, and it entails covering their
faults and not spreading that to the people. Advising them also entails
Carrying out the duties that they have entrusted to the employees. This falls
under sincere advice to the rulers.

Then the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, went on to say: “These (first)
three aspects (of the Days of Ignorance) have been gathered together in wha:
has been related on the Prophet % in the two Saheeh Collections, that he said:
‘Indeed, Allaah is pleased with three things for you: 1) That you worship
Him alone and not associate anything (in worship) with Him, 2) That all of
you, together, hold tightly onto the Rope of Allaah and not be divided into
groups, and 3) That you mutually advise he whom Allaah has given
authority over your affairs.” There did not occur any defects in the religiou:
and worldly affairs of mankind, except that it was due to a violation of these
(first) three aspects, or one of them.” The author is saying that the Prophet 3:
combined the mention of these three aspects, meaning the (first) three that
have just been mentioned, and they are:

The First Aspect: The people of the Days of Ignorance used to worship pious
and righteous individuals, saying:
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“These are our intercessors before Allaah.” [Surah Yoonus: 18]

The Second Aspect: The people of the Days of Ignorance would be divided i
their Religion and worldly affairs.

The Third Aspect: They would not submit to a ruler because they felt that to
be degrading and humiliating.
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These three things were mentioned together by the Messenger of Allaah #, the
one who was given the ability to display comprehensive speech and detailed
dialogue in few words. An example of this can be seen in his % statement:
“Indeed, Allaah is pleased with three things for you: 1) That you worship
Him alone and not associate anything (in worship) with Him, 2) That all of
you, together, hold tightly onto the Rope of Allaah and not be divided into
groups, and 3) That you mutually advise he whom Allaah has given
authority over your affairs.”

First: That you worship Allaah alone and not ascribe anything in worship with
Him. What falls into Shirk is the worshipping of righteous and pious people.

Second: That you hold onto the Rope of Allaah altogether and not be divided,
contrary to what the people of the Days of Ignorance were upon, which was
that they were divided with regard to their religious and worldly affairs. The
Rope of Allaah refers to the Qur’aan, and holding onto it means clinging to it.
So do what it commands you to do and abstain from what it forbids you, for
the Qur'aan is the divine methodology which guarantees rectification for the
servants in their religious as well as their worldly affairs. So adhering to the
Qur’aan is a mercy, while not adhering to it leads to punishment and
debasement.

Third: That you mutually advise he whom Allaah has put in authority over
your affairs. This is contrary to what the people of the Days of Ignorance who
did not submit to a ruler were upon. This hadeeth contains the order to submit
to the ruler, to advise and obey him, to not revolt against him, to not speak
against him in front of people and to not mention his faults and spread that
out to the people. This is since this is betraying the ruler, and it is not advice to
him. Even though some people may think that this is advice, it is not advice. It
is spreading rumors and causing evil. And it places enmity between the ruler
and the ruled. There is no benefit in this at all. Rather, it is pure harm.

Then the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, clarified that the cause of the
defects that have occurred in the religious and worldly affairs of the people is
only due to a breach in all of these three things or one of them - and they are:
(1) associating partners in worship with Allaah, (2) division, and (3) revolting
against the ruler.
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The Fourth Aspect: Blind Following and its Dangers
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[4] Their refigion was built upon certain principles, the greatest of which
was tagleed (blind following). So this was the biggest principle for all of the
disbelievers — the first and last of them — as Allaah says:

“And similarly, We sent not a warner before you (Muhammad) to any
town (people), except that the luxurious ones among them said:
‘Verily, we found our forefathers following a certain way and religion,
and we will indeed follow in their footsteps.’” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 23]

And He says: “And when it is said to them: ‘Follow that which Allaah
has sent down’, they say: ‘Nay, we shall follow that which we found
our forefathers (following).” Would they do so even if the Devil invites
them to the torment of the Fire?” [Surah Lugmaan: 21]

So He revealed to them His saying: “Say: ‘I exhort you to one thing only
— that you stand up for Allaah’s sake in pairs and singly — and then
reflect (upon the life of the Prophet). There is no madness in your
companion (Muhammad).”” [Surah As-Saba’: 46]

And His saying: “(Say to the disbelievers): ‘Follow what has been sernit
down unto you from your Lord, and follow not any partners besides
Him.’ Little do you remember!” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 3]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of people of the Days of Ignorance is that they would
not base their religion on what the Messengers came with. Rather, they would
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only base their religion on principles that they innovated from their own
selves. And they would not accept any change or abandonment of these
principles, of which one was: Tagleed (Blind Following). Tagleed means to
imitate another person to the point that one resembles him, even though the
one being imitated is not fit to be followed. Allaah says:
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”And likewise, We did not send before you a warner to any town except that
the extravagant ones amongst them said: “Verily, we found our forefathers

upon a certain way and we will follow in their footsteps.”” [Surah Az-
Zukhruf: 23]

What is meant by the “extravagant” are those who live in luxury and possess
lots of wealth, since for the most part they are evil people who do not accept
the truth. This is contrary to the weak and the poor, for indeed, for the most
part, they are humble and more likely to accept the truth. So the people of
extravagance are those who possess status and wealth. “Except that the
extravagant ones amongst them said” - i.e. those amongst them who had
affluence and position in the society - ““Verily, we found our forefathers
upon a certain way...”” - meaning: upon a religion and practice. “And we will
follow in their footsteps” means: “We have no need for you Messengers.”
They thought that this sufficed them over having to follow the Messengers.
This is an example of Blind-Following, and it is from the characteristics of the
Days of Ignorance.

As for performing tagleed in matters of good, this is called [ttibaa” (Following)
and Igtidaa (Taking example). Allaah said on behalf of Prophet Yoosuf:
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“And 1 follow the Religion of my forefathers - Ibraaheem, Ishaaq and
Ya’'qoob. It is not befitting for us to ascribe anything in worship with
Allaah.” [Surah Yoosuf: 38]
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And Allaah says:
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“And the first and the foremost from among the Muhaajireen and the
Ansaar and those who followed them in goodness, Allaah is pleased with
them and they with Him. And He ha sprepared for themgardens under
which rivers flow to dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success.”
[Surah At-Tawbah: 100]

This is why Allaah said about the people of the Days of Ignorance:
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“And when it is said to them: ‘Follow what Allaah has revealed’, they
respond: ‘Rather, we will follow what we found our forefathers upon!’

Would they do that even though their forefathers did not understanc
anything and were not guided?” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 170]

So one who doesn’t understand and is not guided cannot be taken as a role-
model. Rather, the true role-model is only he who comprehends and is guided.
Therefore, blind-following is from the characteristics of the people of the Day:
of Ignorance, and it is also known as fanatical attachment, since the only true
role-model is the Messenger of Allaah # and those who follow him.

Then the author, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “And He says:
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‘And when it is said to them: ‘Follow that which Allaah has sent down’, they
say: ‘Nay, we shall follow that which we found our forefathers (following).’
Would they do so even if the Devil invites them to the torment of the Fire?’
[Surah Lugmaan: 21}”

When it is said to the polytheists and the disbelievers: “’Follow that which
Allaah has sent down’ - i.e. the Qur'aan, they say: “"Nay, we shall follow
that which we found our forefathers (following).” Would they do so even if
the Devil invites them” - i.e. calls these forefathers “to the torment of the
Fire?” Would you follow them into the torment of the Fire? This means:
Would you follow your forefathers even if they were followers of the Devil
and he led them to the Hellfire? Everyone with common sense and intellect
must investigate into his affair and look to whom he is following. The author,
may Allaah have mercy on him, continued: “So He revealed to them His
saying:
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‘Say: ‘I exhort you to one thing only - that you stand up for Allaah’s sake in
pairs and singly -~ and then reflect (upon the life of the Prophet). There is no
madness in your companion (i.e. Muhammad).”” [Surah As-Saba’: 46] And
His saying:
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‘(Say to the disbelievers): ‘Follow what has been sent down unto you from
your Lord, and follow not any partners besides Him. Little do you
remember!” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 3]”

Meaning: When the Messenger of Allaah # countered them with this ayah,
they said: We will stick to what our forefathers practiced, and we will not obey
this man, referring to Muhammad. But Allaah is telling them: “Look and
reflect on what this man is saying to you. Think about it and do not let
fanaticism overtake you.” “That you stand up for Allaah’s sake in pairs and
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singly” - meaning: in groups and individually. You must look at what
Muhammad #% is calling you to. If it is the truth, you are then obligated tc
follow it and it is not permissible for you to remain upon what your fathers
and grandfathers were upon.

“That you stand up for Allaah’s sake” and not for the sake of desires or
fanaticism. Rather, your standing up should be for the sake of Allaah, desiring
the truth. “In pairs and singly” meaning two by two. Reflect, come together
and set up a gathering. This is since when there is cooperation between twa
people that sit together or a group of people, it is more likely that the truth wil
be achieved. Or this can be done individually, such as when someone isolate:
himself to reflect and contemplate on what the Messenger of Allaah # came
with. And he will find it to be the truth and thus it will be incumbent for him

to follow it.

“Then reflect. There is no madness in your companion.” This refers to
Muhammad # of whom they claimed was mad (i.e. insane). But he had no
madness in him. Rather, he was the most intellectual of mankind and the most
understanding amongst creation. And he was the most sincere and
knowledgeable amongst creation. So how can you say that he was mad? Think
about it. Look at his intellect. Look at his actions. Is it the actions of someon:=
who is crazy?
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“There is no madness in your companion. He is only a warner to you in the
face of a severe torment.” [Surah Saba: 46]

If you don't believe in him and follow him, a severe torment will befall you. So
he # came to you in order to sincerely advise you. He wants good for you and
he wants salvation for you. He desires rectification and success for you in ths
worldly life and the Hereafter. So how can you describe him with this
characteristic, saying that he is mad without looking at, reflecting on and
contemplating on what he # came with? Likewise, it is obligatory upon
everyone with intellect to investigate the statements of people, discerning and
scrutinizing them, and distinguishing between the erroneous and the correct.
So he should then accept the truth and reject the error. And blind-following
should not cause him to remain upon falsehood.
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The Fifth Aspect: Relying on what the Majority are upon as Proof
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[5] From the greatest of their principles was that they would be deluded by
the majority, using that to determine the correctness of a matter. They
would also deem something to be false if it was strange and its adherents

were few. So Allaah brought them the opposite of this and clarified it in
many places of the Qur'aan.

- the explanation -
From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would view the majority as proof that something was true and the minority as
proof that something was false. So according to them, whatever the majority of
the people were upon, that was the truth. And whatever the minority was

upon, that was not the truth. In their eyes, this was the balance used to
determine truth from falsehood. However, this is wrong, for Allaah says:
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“And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away

from Allaah’s path. They follow nothing but conjecture, and they do
nothing but lie.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 116]

And He says:
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“But most of mankind knows not.” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 187]

And He says:
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“And most of them We found to be not true to their covenant, but most of
them We found indeed to be evil sinners.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 102]

So the balance is not the majority and the minority. Rather, the balance is the
truth. So whoever is upon the truth, even if he is by himself, he is the one who
is correct and deserves to be emulated. And if the majority of the people are
upon falsehood, then it is obligatory to reject them and not be deceived by
them. So consideration is given to the truth. This is why the scholars say:
“Truth is not known by way of men, but rather men are known by way of the
truth.” So whoever is upon the truth, then he is the one we must follow and
emulate.

In Allaah’s stories about the prior nations, He informs us that it is always the
minority that is upon the truth, as Allaah says:
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“And no one believed with him except for a few.” [Surah Hood: 40]

And in a hadeeth in which the nations were presented to the Prophet, he %
said that he saw a prophet that had a small group of followers with him, and a
prophet that had a man or two men following him, and another prophet that
had no one with him. So consideration is not given to which opinion or view
has the most followers. Rather, consideration is given to its either being true or
false. So whatever is true, even though a minority of the people or no one is
upon it - so long as it is the truth - it must be adhered to, for indeed it is
salvation. Falsehood is not aided by the fact that it has a majority of people
following it, ever. This is a determining measure that the Muslim must always
abide by.

The Prophet & said: “Islaam began strange and it will return back to being
strange as it began.”? This will occur at the time when evil, calamities and
misguidance increase. So no one will remain upon the truth except for the
strange ones amongst the people and those who extract themselves from their

 Reported by Muslim (no. 146)
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tribes (for the sake of their religion). They will become strangers in their
society. The Messenger # was sent while the whole world was submersed in
disbelief and misguidance. And when he called the people, only one or two
answered his call. It was only until later on that they grew to be many. The
tribe of Quraysh, not to mention the entire Arabian Peninsula and the whole
world, was upon misguidance. And the Messenger of Allaah # was the only
one calling the people. So those that followed him were few with respect to the
entire world.

So consideration is not given to the majority. Consideration is only given to
what is correct and to achieving the truth. Yes, if the majority of the people are

upon correctness, then that is good. However, the custom of Allaah is that the
majority of the people are always upon falsehood.
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“ And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.” [Surah
Yoosuf: 103]
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“And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away
from Allaah’s path. They follow nothing but conjecture, and they do
nothing but lie.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 116]
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The Sixth Aspect: Relying on what the
Ancestors were upon as Proof
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[6] They relied upon (the actions of) their ancestors as evidence (for their

doings), as is found in His saying: “Then what about the generations of
old?” [Surah TaHa: 51] *

And His saying: “We never heard of such a thing amongst (the speech
of) our forefathers of old.” [Surah Al-Mu'minoon: 24]

- the explanation -
This means: When the messengers came to them with the truth, they would

use their forefathers as proof. When Moosaa called Pharaoh to believe ir.
Allaah, Pharaoh used what his predecessors were upon as proof, saying:
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“Then what about the generations of old?” [Surah TaHa: 51]

He wanted to use what the first generations of disbelievers that preceded him
were upon as a proof and argument. This is a futile argument and one that i3
from the Days of Ignorance. Similar to this is what the people of Nooh said to
him when he called them to Allaah:

2 Translator’s Note: This was the response of Pharaoh, when the prophet Moosaa came to hira
with the truth from his Lord. So Moosaa's argument was based on revelation, while Pharaoh's
argument was based on logic. Thus he questioned Moosaa if what he had come with was the
truth, then what will become of the nations of the past that never knew of or followed this way?
Does it mean that they are all wrong and you are right? So Moosaa's response was: “The
knowledge thereof is with my Lord in a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets.” [Surah
TaHa: 52]
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“He is no more than a human being like you - who seeks to make himself
superior over you. Had Allaah willed, He would have surely sent down
angels (as messengers). We never heard of such a thing amongst our
forefathers of old.” [Surah Al-Mu'minoon: 24]

So they confronted the call of Prophet Nooh by using what their forefathers
were upon as evidence that they were upon truth, and that what Nooh was
upon was falsehood, since it contradicted what their forefathers were upon.

The disbelievers from among the tribe of Quraysh said
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“We have not heard the like of this in the former religion. This is nothing
but an invention!” [Surah Saad: 7]

“We have not heard the like of this...” means that which Muhammad % came
with. “...In the former religion” meaning the religion of their fathers and
grandfathers. “This is noting but an invention” - ie. a lie. Why is this?
Because it is in opposition to what their forefathers were upon - which was the
worship of idols. However, they don’t go back to the religion of their distant
forefathers, Ibraaheem and Isma’eel. Rather, they only go back to the religion
of their near forefathers - and they are their fathers and grandfathers in
Makkah from the disbelieving tribe of Quraysh. So this is the way of the
disbelievers, and this is from the customs of the Days of Ignorance - to use
those nations that preceded them as proof to justify what they are upon.

But those with intellect must look at what is with the messengers and compare
that to what their forefathers are upon in order that the truth can be made
apparent from the falsehood. As for them shutting the door on themselves and
saying: “We won't accept anything except that which our forefathers were
upon” and “We won't take anything that contradicts them” - this is not from
the ways of those with intellect, not to mention those who desire salvation.
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Nowadays, when the grave-worshippers are forbidden from worshipping;
graves, they say: “This is what such and such country is upon” and “This i
what such and such group is upon” and “Previous generations did this.” Anc
when those who celebrate Prophet Muhammad’s birthday are forbidden from
their actions, by being told: “This is an innovation”, they respond by saying:
“This is something that was done before us. If it were wrong, they would not
have done it.”

These are the same arguments as that of the People of the Days of Ignorance.
Consideration is not given to what the people are upon. Rather, consideration
is only given to what the Messenger # came with. This is since people can
either err or be correct. But as for what the Messenger # came with, then that is
correct without exception, and it is obligatory to follow it. Allaah did not
entrust us to our fathers and grandfathers. If what the fathers and grandfathers
were upon was sufficient, we would not rely on the messengers as proof.

This is the case with the Sufis - they say: “Our state of being suffices us over
following the Messenger. We have states of being and we have a connection
with Allaah. We can take from Allaah directly. Ahlus-Sunnah take their
religion from the dead - (they mean by this the narrators). But as for us, we
take our religion from the Living One who never dies.” And they say: “Onlv
the common folk are in need of messengers. As for the elite, then they are
connected to Allaah and aware and therefore not in need of messengers.” This
is what the Devil tells them. Furthermore, they claim: “The followers of the
Sufi orders are not in need of the messengers because they take directly frorn
Allaah.” This is from the religious practices of the Days of Ignorance. The
actual occurrences of this type are many.
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The Seventh Aspect: Using what
the Influential are upon as Proof
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[7] They would use as a basis of proof that any people that had been given
strength in understanding and works, as well as in dominion, wealth and
status — that they were upon the truth. So Allaah refuted that by saying:

“And indeed We had firmly established them (disbelievers of old) with
that wherewith We have not established you (O Quraysh)!” [Surah Al-
Ahgaaf: 26]

And saying: “Although aforetime, they had invoked Allaah (for the
coming of Muhammad) in order to gain victory over those who
disbelieved. Then when there came to them that which they
recognized (i.e. the Prophet), they disbelieved in him.” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 89]

And saying: “Those who have been given the Scripture recognize him

(Muhzasmmad) as they recognize their own sons.” [Surah Al-Bagarah:
146]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would hold that which the strong, influential and intellectual amongst people
were upon to be the truth. So this was the factor by which they determined
truth from falsehood. They would look at the people and consider that which
the people of strength, wealth, power and status were upon to be the truth and

% Translator’s Note: This verse is referring to the Christians and Jews who knew the Prophet
Muhammad better than they knew their own children because of what they read of his .
description from their revealed books of old.
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that which the weak and poor people were upon to be falsehood. This was the
condition of the people of the Days of Ignorance.

This is a baseless factor for judging something, for Allaah has informed us ir
many verses of the Qur’aan that the previous disbelieving nations had power
and strength. And He informed us that these nations had high status anc|
possessed intelligence and understanding. However, this did not benefit them
since they were upon falsehood. Allaah mentioned this in many verses of the:
Qur’aan, amongst which is His saying:
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“And when Our clear verses are recited to them, those who disbelieve (the
rich ones) say to those who believe (the poor ones): ‘Which of the two

groups holds a better position?”” [Surah Maryam: 73]

So Allaah refuted them, saying:
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“And how many a generation have We destroyed before them who were

better in assets and outward appearance.” [Surah Maryam: 74]

And He says:
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“Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what the end of those
before them was? Even though they were superior to them in power? Allaah

is not such that anything in the heavens or in the earth escapes Him. Verily,
He is the All-Knowing, All-Able.” [Surah Faatir: 44]
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And Allaah says:
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“And how many a generation before them have We destroyed who were
stronger than they are.” [Surah Qaaf: 36]

And Allaah says:
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“Have they not seen how many a generation before them We have destroyed
whom We had established on the earth such as We have not established
you? And We poured out for them rain from the sky in abundance, and

made the rivers flow under them, yet We destroyed them because of their
sins, and We created after them other generations.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 6]

These verses and those similar to them show that consideration is not given to
power and wealth so long as the people who possess those things are upon
misguidance. This is since this power, money and wealth will not benefit them.

Allaah also clarifies that He gives things to the disbelievers in order to
gradually mislead them, as He says:
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“So when they forgot that which they had been reminded, We opened for
them the gates of every pleasant thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment

of that which they were given, all of a sudden, We punished them, and
behold, they were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and sorrows.

73



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

So the root of those people who did wrong was cut off. And all the praise is
for Allaah, Lord of all that exists.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 44-45]

And He says:
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“So leave Me alone with those who disbelieve in this Speech (i.e. the

Qur’aan). We shall punish them gradually from directions they perceive
not.” [Surah Al-Qalam: 44-45]

-

And Allaah says:
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“And let not the disbelievers think that Our postponing of their punishment
is good for them. We postpone the punishment only so that they may
increase in sinfulness. And for them is a disgraceful torment.” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 178]

So Allaah gives them this wealth and establishes them in the land, granting;
them sovereignty and authority, and allowing them to be at the forefront ot
inventions and technology, as is the case with the disbelievers today. This does
not prove that what they are upon is the truth, nor does it prove that Allaah is
pleased with them because of what He gives them. Rather, this is only done by
Allaah from the perspective of delaying and postponing their eventual
punishment, so that they may increase in sins.

It is only the people of the Days of Ignorance that use this as a basis of proof.
As for the people of knowledge and insight, they look at what the nations are
upon. If what they are upon is true, they accept it even if the people that are
upon it are poor. And if it is false, they reject it even if the people upon it are
rich.
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The verses from the Qur‘aan concerning this are many. Amongst them are
those that the author has mentioned here, which is Allaah’s statement when
He mentioned the destruction of the people of “Aad:
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“And indeed We had firmly established them (disbelievers of old) with that
wherewith We have not established you (O Quraysh)! And We had assigned
for them hearing, sight and hearts, but their hearing, sight and hearts

availed them not since they used to deny the ayaat (verses/signs) of Allaah.”
[Surah Al-Ahgaaf: 26]

And He says:
old a ) slay &y b S 5 AN
AL 8 Ll Bl AT T sl
“Have you not seen how your Lord has dealt with (the people of) ‘Aad?

(From) Iram, possessing (very tall) pillars. The likes of which were not
created in the land.” [Surah Al-Fajr: 6-8]

This refers to the town of Iram or the land in which they used to live, which
was called Iram:

RETREL N PR PR JERE
Il JAZall (il 3 55

“...possessing pillars. The likes of which were not created in the land. And
(have you not seen how He dealt) with (the people of) Thamood, who hewed
out rocks in the valley (to make dwellings).” [Surah Al-Fajr: 6-8]
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Meaning: They would carve out and sculpt rocks in order to make homes out
of them. And these dwellings exist even today along the closed-off caravar
road that leads to Shaam.
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“And those are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them,
except a little. And We were the inheritors.” [Surah Al-Qasas: 58]
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“These are their houses in utter ruin because they did wrong.” [Surah An-
Naml: 52]

So Allaah gave these individuals a great share of strength and power, even
though they were disbelievers. When the messengers came to them, they werz
deluded by the power, wealth and splendor they possessed. So they showed
pride towards the messengers and remained upon their polytheism. They did
not accept the truth, out of self-delusion for the power they possessed. This is
such that Allaah mentioned about ‘Aad that they were beguiled by their
strength:
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“And they said: “‘Who is mightier than us in strength?’ Do they not see that
Allaah, who created them, is mightier than them in strength?” [Surah
Fussilat: 15]

As for using people’s understanding as proof that they are upon the truth,
then we see from the Tribe of Israa’eel - the Jews - that Allaah gave themn
understanding and knowledge. They were aware of some of the attributes of
the prophet that would be sent in the Last Days because of what they had read
from the Torah and the Gospel. And they knew that a prophet would be sent
who would be the last of all prophets, and that his characteristics would be
such and such, and that there would be wars between them and the Arabs of
Madeenah from the tribes of Aws and Khazraj.
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“Although aforetime, they had invoked Allaah (for the coming of
Muhammad) in order to gain victory over those who disbelieved.” [Surah
Al-Baqgarah: 89]

They would say: “The Prophet will be sent during the Last Days and we will
follow him and fight alongside him against you.”
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“But when that which they were aware of came to them, they disbelieved in
him.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 89]

Meaning: When Muhammad # was sent, and he came from the tribe of
Isma’eel, they were jealous of him because they wanted the prophethood to
only come from the Tribe of Israa’eel (i.e. Jews), making it exclusive for
themselves. But when the prophethhood came to the Tribe of Isma’eel (i.e.
Arabs), they became envious of Allaah’s Messenger # even though they knew
that he was the Messenger of Allaah #. So their understanding and awareness
did not benefit them.

Therefore, not everyone that is aware of the truth acts upon it, for perhaps he
may be prevented from doing that by an obstacle, such as jealousy or pride or
craving for the worldly life or craving for leadership. There are many obstacles
that prevent a person from accepting the truth even though he is aware of it.

Guidance and success come only from Allaah. It does not come due to one’s
awareness, knowledge and understanding. So the matter returns to Allaah.
This is why the Messenger of Allaah 4% would repeatedly say: “O changer of
hearts and sights, keep my heart firm upon Your Religion.” 26

So merely having awareness, knowledge, understanding and comprehension -
all of these are good means - however, they do not suffice. This should cause
the believer to beware so as not to be deluded by his knowledge and not to be

% Reported by At-Tirmidhee (5/573, no. 3596), Al-Haakim (2/211, no. 1970), and Ibn Maajah
(17133, no. 199). Al-Albaanee authenticated it in Saheeh al-Jaami’-us-Sagheer (no. 7987 and
7988)
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deceived by his understanding. And this should lead him to always ask his
Lord to keep him firm upon the truth and to guide him to what is correct.
Likewise, he should not be deluded by his might, such that he says: “This is a
strong country and no one has the ability to take it over because it is a
powerful state, fortified with weapons, deadly munitions and atomic bombs.”

Allaah says:
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“And on the day of Hunain, (remember) when you rejoiced at your great
number, but it availed you not. And the earth, vast as it is, was straightened
for you. Then you turned back in flight.” [Surah At-Tawbah: 25]

So this is a great issue, which many people nowadays neglect. Instead, they
give importance to power, wealth, status and splendor, and use this as proof
that someone is upon truth, saying: “This is a superior nation, which indicates
that they are upon the truth. They would not have reached this level unless
they were upon the truth. This is since they have civilization and they have
culture and understanding.” This is what some deluded individuals say,
without looking at the disbelief that this nation is upon.
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The Eighth Aspect: What the Weak were
Upon was not the Truth according to Them
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[8] They used as evidence for determining the falsehood of a matter, the
fact that only the weak ones followed it, as is found in Allaah’s saying:
“They said: 'Shall we follow you, when the lowliest of people follow
you?" [Surah Ash-Shu'araa: 111] %

And He says (relating their statements). “Is it these (poor believers)
whom Allaah has favored from amongst us?” [Surah Al-An’aam: 53]

So Allaah refuted this claim, saying: “Should not Allaah know best those
who are grateful?” [Surah Al-An’aam: 53]

- the explanation -

This aspect is the opposite of the one before it, which was that they would
view strength as a sign that one was upon truth. According to this aspect, they
would view the fact that someone was weak to determine that he was not
upon the truth. If they were upon the truth, they would not have become
weak. This is the judging system of the people of the Days of Ignorance, which
they would use to determine truth from falsehood. They did not realize that
power and weakness lie in the Hand of Allaah, and that a person could be
upon the truth even though he is weak and likewise, that a person could be
upon falsehood even though he is powerful. This is what the people of Nooh
said when he called them to Allaah:
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*” Translator’s Note: This was the response that Nooh received from his people when he called
them to worship Allaah alone. After hearing their argument, he said: “And what knowledge do
I have of what they used to do (before following me)?” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa: 112]
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“They said: ‘Shall we believe in you when the lowest of people follow
you?’” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa: 111}

Meaning: “Ine weak ones among us. If you were upon the truth, the strong;
ones would have followed you.” And in another ayah:
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“And we don’t see anyone following you except for the lowest amongst u:
(who followed you) without thinking.”” [Surah Hood: 27]

Those who have no sense are the only ones who followed you, without
comprehending or thinking clearly.

The same goes for the pagan Arabs during the time of the Messenger of Allaah
# - they would mock the weak ones among the believers, such as Bilaa,
Salmaan, “Ammaar bin Yaasir, as well as his father and mother. And thev
would ridicule the weak Companions, such that they said: “We will not sit
with you or with those next to you.”

Allaah revealed His saying:
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“And do not turn away from those who call unto their Lord, morning and
night, seeking His Face (i.e. sincerely). You are not accountable for them in
anything and they are not accountable for you in anything that you turn
them away - (for if you do so) you would then be from among the wrong-
doers. And similarly, We have tested some of them by way of others, in
order that they may say: ‘Is it these individuals (i.e. poor) whom Allaah has
favored from amongst us?’” [Surah Al-An’aam: 52-53]
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His statement: “Is it these individuals whom Allaah has favored from
amongst us?” refers to the weak ones among the Companions. “There is no
way that they could have preceded us to the truth.
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“(They said): ‘Had it (i.e. Islaam) been something good, they (poor and weak
ones) would not have preceded us in (accepting) it.”” [Surah Al-Ahgqaaf: 11}

Those who are similar to them in these times are those who describe the
scholars as not having understanding or comprehension and that they have
limited sight, rigidity and harshness, and so on and so forth.

The Shaikh (Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab) did not write these aspects for
the sake of history. Rather, he only wrote about them in order to warn the
readers, so that they could beware of these aspects, since they are
characteristics from the Days of Ignorance.
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The Ninth Aspect: Emulating the Wicked
Scholars and Ignorant Worshippers
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[9] They followed and took their example from their evil and wicked
scholars and worshippers. So Allaah revealed His saying: “O you who
believe! Verily, there are many of the (Jewish) rabbis and (Christian)
monks that take the wealth of mankind unjustly and hinder them
(mankind) from the way of Allaah.” [Surah At-Tawbah: 34]

And His saying: “Do not go to extremes in your religion {(by believing in
something) other than the truth. And do not follow the vain desires of
people that went astray, from times of past, and who misled many and
strayed (themselves) from the Right Path.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 77]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would use the wicked scholars as proof to justify their actions.

What is meant by wicked (faasig) is someone that leaves from the obedience cf
Allaah through his knowledge and actions. The wicked scholars are: Those
who do not act in accordance with their knowledge or those who speak lies on
behalf of Allaah while knowing better. This is such as by their saying: “This is
lawful and that is unlawful” - even though they know they are lying - for the
sake of achieving their ambitions and following their desires, hiding behin1
the fact that they are scholars and that the people trust them. As for the
wicked worshippers: They are those who do actions without knowledge, and
the people trust them, as they say: “These are righteous individuals.”

No one should be deluded by a scholar or a worshipper unless each of them is

firmly established and steadfast upon the Religion of Allaah. Allaah says
concerning the Jews and the Christians:
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“O you who believe! Verily, there are many of the rabbis and monks that
take the wealth of mankind unjustly and hinder them (mankind) from the
way of Allaah.” [Surah At-Tawbah: 34]

And He says:
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“They took their Rabbis and Monks as lords besides Allaah...” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 31]

This was since they permitted the unlawful for them and they obeyed them in
that, and because they prohibited the lawful for them and they obeyed them in
that. So as result of this, they became lords besides Allaah, and we seek
Allaah's refuge from that. This is because declaring something to be lawful or
unlawful is the sole right of Allaah. No one is permitted to declare something
lawful or unlawful according to his desires and objectives and in order to
please and appease the people.

There are some people today that use schemes and tactics against the
Legislation of Islaam, allowing the forbidden for the sake of pleasing the
people, according to their perception! They use tricks, abuse the allowances,
and lie upon Allaah, by claiming that Allaah made this lawful and that He
made that unlawful, in order to benefit such and such person.

These are the wicked scholars. The word Faasig (wicked) means one who
departs from the obedience of Allaah. Allaah says: “O you who believe!
Verily, there are many of the rabbis...” This is a call for the believers to
beware. The word Ahbaar (rabbis) means scholars. For the most part, this word
is applied to scholars amongst the Jews. The word Ruhbaan (monks) refers to
worshippers, and this term is predominantly applied to Christian
worshippers. So monasticism applied to Christianity while knowledge applied
to Judaism. However, the Jews incurred Allaah's Wrath, while the Christians
were astray. Allaah ordered us to say the following in every rak’ah of prayer:
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“Guide us to the Straight Path - the Path of those whom You have bestowed
Your blessing on, not of those who have earned Your Anger or of those who
went astray.” [Surah Al-Faatihah: 6-7]

Those whom Allaah blessed are the ones who possess knowledge and actions.
“Those who have earned Your Anger” refers to those who have knowledge
yet do not act on it, and they are the wicked scholars. “Those who went
astray” refers to the monks among the Christians and others who worship
Allaah without proofs and not based on any firm knowledge. Rather, they
only worship Allaah through innovations, newly introduced practices and
superstitions. In this surah, Allaah has forbidden us from being like or going
near the wicked scholars and the misguided worshippers. And He
commanded us to accept the truth based on its evidences from the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger .

Nowadays, when someone has a desire for something, he says: “So and so has
issued a ruling permitting this” without looking at where he derived the proo:
for it from the Book and the Sunnah. And if you say to him: “This religious
verdict is wrong”, he will respond: "It's not on me so long as so and so has
issued a ruling on it.”

And if the religious verdict does not conform to his desires, he says: “This
ruling is not correct” or “It’s harsh.” Then they begin to gather false reports
and erroneous stances of (some of) the scholars and compile them into a book,
which they present to the people for the sake of expanding their mindset,
according to their perception, and say to them: “The Religion of Islaam has
allowed this. Do not make things constricted for the people.” And when it i3
said to them: “Subject this view to the Qur'aan and the Sunnah (for
examination)”, they say: “These are the statements of the scholars!" Is a scholar
greater than the Qur'aan and the Sunnah, such that his words are not to b2
subjected to the Book and the Sunnah?!

Only the people of desires do this, and we seek refuge in Allaah! They are the
ones who “took their rabbis and monks as lords besides Allaah...” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 31]
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And when they are forbidden from innovations, which the Messenger ot
Allaah % warned about, they say: “So and so did this, and he is a scholar” or
“a righteous person.” Or they say: “Such and such country does this and they
have righteousness and piety.” We say: “Righteousness and piety are not
sufficient. One must also be in conformity with the Qur'aan and the Sunnah.”

So taking the statements and opinions of the scholars and worshippers whole-
heartedly without referencing that back to the Qur'aan and the Sunnah is the
way of the people of the Days of Ignorance - those who took their rabbis and
monks as lords besides Allaah.
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The Tenth Aspect: Accusing the Religious People of
having Little Understanding and a Lack of Intellect
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[10] They used the following argument for determining the falsehood of a
religion: That the ones who followed it possessed a short amount of
understanding and lacked good memory, as Allaah says: “They followed
you without thinking.” [Surah Hood: 27] %

- the explanation -

From the things that Allaah mentioned about the people of Nooh was their
statement:
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“And we don’t see anyone following you except the lowest amongst us.
[Surah Hood: 27] This means: “The weakest.”

T T
“They followed you without thinking.” [Surah Hood: 27]

Meaning: “Those who possess no understanding followed you.” So they
would condemn the followers of the messengers by claiming that they had no
understanding and intelligence in matters and that they did not possess
foresight.

This is something many of the philosophers and enemies of Allaah use to boast
about today, as they ridicule the Muslims and the Muslim scholars by stating
that they do not have understanding or foresight. So they seek to belittle them

2 Translator’s Note: This was the response that Nooh got from some of the chiefs among his
people, when he called them to worship none but Allaah. They claimed that the only ones that
followed him were the poor and weak, and that they did so “without thinking.”
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with this lie, when in fact the Muslim scholars are the true people of insight
and they are the people of awareness since they see with the light of Allaah
and they order what Allaah has ordered and forbid what Allaah has
forbidden.

There is no doubt that the deeply endowed scholars are the best of people after
the messengers. The virtue of the scholar over the worshipper is like the virtue
of the moon over all the other planets. So no one belittles the scholars and
accuses them of being short-sighted and of having a lack of understanding
except for those who are close in resemblance to the people of the Days of
Ignorance and to the people of Nooh who would describe the followers of the
messengers in this manner so that the people could run away from them.

These claims appear on the tongues of some of the people today, who say:
“They are scholars of menstruation and post-partum bleeding.” Or they call
them scholars of incense rulings and scholars of trivialities. And they claim
that they are not aware of the current affairs. What they mean by “current
affairs” is political matters and inciting the people against the rulers.
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The Eleventh and Twelfth Aspects: Relying on a Corrupt Form of
Reasoning while Rejecting the Correct Form of Reasoning
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[11] They used a wicked and corrupt type of reasoning to establish
evidence, as occurs in His saying: “You are no more than human beings
like us!” [Surah Ibraaheem: 10]
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[12] They rejected the correct and true way of reasoning. The reason for
the occurrence of this aspect and the one before it was due to a lack cf
understanding, on their part, of (what consisted of) similarities and
differences (i.e. similarities and differences between the prophets and
normal human beings).

- the explanation -

They would rely on a corrupted form of reasoning while rejecting the correct
form of reasoning. The word Qiyaas (reasoning) according to the scholars that
formulate principles is of two types, the first of which is the reasoning of the
cause, which is when a root is attached to a source in a ruling in order to
combine the two of them. But if one of its conditions is missing, then it is a
corrupt form of reasoning, which should not be relied on with regard to
affirming a ruling. This is a very grave issue, as Ibn Al-Qayyim said: “The
majority of the times that people fall into misguidance is as a result of corrupt
reasoning.” The first one to apply a corrupt form of reasoning was Iblees (the
Devil) when Allaah ordered him to prostrate to Aadam.

“He said: ‘I am better than him - You created me from fire while you created
him from dirt.”” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 12]
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He thought that fire was better than dirt and so as a result he was better than
Aadam. This is a crooked form of reasoning because fire is not better than dirt,
but rather, dirt is better than fire. This is since fire burns and destroys things
whereas dirt is used to build things and it is the soil that produces vegetation,
and there is good in this for mankind. So if we were to use reasoning, we
would say that dirt is better than fire, even though our reliance is not on
reasoning, but rather on Allaah’s choice and preference. And He does
whatever He wills and chooses, there being no objections to it. And His actions
possess the most profound of wisdom in them.

Similarly, the polytheists used this type of reasoning when they denied the
messengers that were sent to them. They said:
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“You are no more than human beings like us!” {Surah Ibraaheem: 10]

They used the fact that the messengers were humans as proof that their
message was not correct since, according to them, it is not correct for the
message to be given to humans. This is a false form of reasoning, since it is
formulating an analogy in spite of the differences. This is since Allaah has
chosen and selected the messengers above all others, and He is most
knowledgeable of their conditions and suitability to carry the Message.
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“Allaah chooses messengers from angels and from men. Verily, Allaah is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. He knows what is before them (i.e. their past) and
what is after them (i.e. the future). And to Allaah return all matters.” [Surah
Al-Hajj: 75-76]

This is why when they told the messengers:
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“’You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to turn us away
from what our fathers used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority (for
what you say).” Their messengers said to them: ‘We are no more than human
beings like you, but Allaah bestows His Grace to whom He wills of His
slaves.”” [Surah Ibraaheem: 10-11]

The messengers say: “Allaah has preferred us by bestowing His Grace upon us
and choosing us for His Message.” So your reasoning is an analogy in spite of
the differences, since human beings are not equal - they are all not on one
level. Among them are those who believe and those who disbelieve. Among
them are messengers, scholars and righteous people as well as ignorant
people, disbelievers and sinners. So human beings are at different levels, and
there is a difference. And making analogies in spite of differences is not correct
since this is from the blameworthy forms of reasoning according to the
scholars that derive principles.

Rather, wisdom necessitates that a messenger sent to human beings should be
a human being just like them, in order that he may clarify to them. Allaah says:
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“Say: If there were on the earth, angels walking about in peace and security,
We would certainly have sent down for them from the heaven an angel as a
Messenger.” [Surah Al-Israa: 95]

So the messenger should be from the same species of those whom he is being
sent to, for the sake of conveying the Message. Wisdom necessitates that the
messenger of humans should also be a human. And if those who lived on the
face of the earth were angels, He would have sent to them a messenger angel
from their own species.
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From the strange contradictions of these individuals is that they consider it
unlikely for the Message to be given to a human being, but yet they don’t find
it far-fetched for worship to be performed to stones! So they don’t consider it
something strange for lordship and divinity to be applied to stones and trees.
But in spite of this, they deem it unlikely and remote that the Message be given
to a human being.

All of the leaders of the disbelievers, such as those from the people of Noch
and others, abided by this false form of reasoning. They rejected the Message
of the messengers because of the fact that they were human beings. The people
of Nooh said:
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“He is no more than a human being like you - who seeks to make himself
superior over you. Had Allaah willed, He would have surely sent down
angels. Never did we hear such a thing among our forefathers of old. He is
only a man in whom there is madness. So wait for him a while.” [Surah Al-
Mu’minoon: 24-25]

The same occurred for others besides them, for the (tribe of) Quraysh would
say about Muhammad #:
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“Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us?” [Surah Al-

Qamar: 25]

This is a constant always-recurring principle amongst the disbelievers - and it
is the corrupt form of reasoning.

The second type of reasoning (Qiyaas) is the analogy of doubts, which is when

a root goes back and forth between two sources and finally attaches itself to
the one with the most doubts. Allaah does not use analogy for His creation -
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not analogy of reason or analogy of doubts - by which He evens up the odds.
On the contrary, with respect to Himself, He only uses the most befitting form
of reasoning, which is that it is said: “Every perfection that is affirmed for the
creation, which does not call for a deficiency, then Allaah has the most right tc
it.” Allaah says:
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“And to Allaah belongs the highest description. And He is the All-Mighty,
the All-Wise.” [Surah An-Nahl: 60]

And He says:
O gal2d ”\1}33‘3}12;&131@13&31\5\15133 pat 3

“So do not put forth similarities for Allaah. Verily, Allaah knows and you
know not.” [Surah An-Nahl: 74]

The aspect after this one is that they would reject the correct form of reasoning,
which is that a messenger sent to humans should be a human himself just like:
them, and that a messenger sent to angels should be an angel like them. This i3
the correct form of reasoning, which is mandated by wisdom and pure,
upright natural inclinations - that the one being sent should be from the same
species as those he is being sent to, not from a different type of species.

What caused these people to fall into these two aspects was their ignorance of
the similarities and differences - the (1) similarities upon which analogy is
founded on and, the (2) differences, for which analogy is not correct with its
presence.
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The Thirteenth Aspect: Extremism with regard to
the People of Knowledge and Righteousness
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[13] They went to extremes with regard to their scholars and righteous
people, as is found in His saying: “O People of the Book! Do not go to
extremes in your religion (by exceeding the limits set forth by Allaah).
And do not speak concerning Allaah, except that which is true.”
[Surah An-Nisaa: 171]

- the explanation -

This is a grave matter. The linguistic meaning of extremism is: To go beyond
the limit. It is said: “It has passed (galaa) the limit”, if the water is rising due to
the boiling pressure. And it is also said: “It has gone past (galaa) its rate”, if it
goes beyond its fixed price. So extremism means increasing and going beyond
a fixed and established limit.

In religious terms, extremism means going beyond bounds in raising an
individual above his proper place, as is the case when some go to extremes
with the prophets and righteous people, elevating them above their (true)
status to levels of lordship or divinity.

The people of the Days of Ignorance went to extremes with regard to some
individuals to the point that they elevated them about their rightful status
turning them into lords besides Allaah. This was the case with the Jews who
went to extremes with “Uzair, calling him the son of God, and the Christians
who went to extremes, elevating ‘Eesaa bin Maryam from manhood and
messengership to divinity, calling him the son of God.

Another example is the people of Nooh when they went to extremes with
regard to their righteous people, making images and representations of them
and then worshipping them apart from Allaah, thus raising them to a level of
divinity, as Allaah says:

93



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Wy 1375 5500 Uy 28801 1505 U Gl

iy (85239 G g2y o s

“And they said: “You shall not leave your gods, nor shall you leave Wadd,
nor Suwaa’ nor Yagooth nor Ya’ooq nor Nasr.”” [Surah Nooh: 23]

The same applies to all of the other groups of polytheists up until this present
day - they go to extremes with regard to righteous people, circumambulating
around their graves, offering sacrifices to them, making oaths to them, asking
help from the dead and seeking their assistance - all in an effort to get them tc
grant their needs.

So extremism leads people to Shirk (polytheism). This is why the Prophet %
said: “Do not over-praise me like the Christians over-praised the son of
Maryam (‘Eesaa). I am just a servant (of Allaah), so say: The servant of
Allaah and His Messenger.” 2

Going to extremes with regard to individuals from among the prophets anc
righteous people is what caused the polytheists - from the people of the
Scripture and those who have no Book - to fall into major Shirk. What is
obligatory is to acknowledge for individuals the status that they deserve. Sc
we must acknowledge for the messengers their messengership. And we must
acknowledge for the righteous people their righteousness. We mus:
acknowledge for the scholars their knowledge and that they are more virtuous
than others. The virtue of the scholar over the worshipper is like the virtue of
the moon over all of the other planets. So they are to be given their due
position and not elevated above that. Allaah says:
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¥ Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 3445)
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“O people of the Scripture! Do not exceed the limits in your religion, and do
not speak about Allaah except the truth. The Messiah, ‘Eesaa son of
Maryam, was no more than a Messenger of Allaah and His Word, which He
bestowed on Maryam, and a soul created by Him. So believe in Allaah and
His Messengers and do not say: Three (i.e. the trinity).” [Surah An-Nisaa:
171}

And Allaah says:
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“Say: O people of the Scripture! Exceed not the limits in your religion, (by
believing in something) other than the truth. And do not follow the vain
desires of people who went astray before and who misled many, and strayed
(themselves) from the Right Path.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 77]

And the Prophet # said: “Beware of extremism in the Religion, for indeed
the only thing that destroyed those who came before you was extremism in
the Religion.” 30

So it is not permissible to go to extremes with regard to created beings,
elevating them above their positions that Allaah gave them since this leads
people to commit Shirk. This applies to going to extremes with regard to the
scholars and the worshippers. Allaah says about the Jews and the Christians:
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“They took their rabbis and monks as lords besides Allaah.” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 31]

They went to extremes with their scholars and their worshippers to the point
that they believed that they had the ability to make the unlawful lawful and
the lawful unlawful and to change the pure legislation.

* Reported by An-Nasaa’ee (5/296, no. 3057), Ibn Maajah (3/476, no. 3029) and Ahmad in ai-
Musnad (1/215 and 437). Al-Albaanee authenticated in Sakeeh al-Jaami’-us-Sagheer (no. 2680) -
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The Fourteenth Aspect: Their Negation of
the Truth and Affirmation of Falsehood
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[14] Everything that has been mentioned previously is based upon a
principle, which is denying and affirming (i.e. they denied what Allaah
affirmed and affirmed what Allaah denied). So they followed vain desires
and speculation while turning away from what Allaah revealed to them.

- the explanation -

All of the aspects that have been mentioned previously, which the author
mentioned about the People of the Days of Ignorance, are based upon negation
and affirmation. So they affirm what Allaah has negated, while negating what
He has affirmed. This is the reason they fell into misguidance. Allaah has
negated Shirk and affirmed and commanded Tawheed. However, they do the
opposite - they affirm Shirk and negate Tawheed. So they have reversed the
meaning of Laa Ilaaha illaaAllaah completely. Allaah says:
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“And those who believe in falsehood and disbelieve in Allaah ~ they are the
losers.” [Surah Al-"Ankaboot: 52]

Believing in falsehood is what must be negated, yet they believed in it and
affirmed it instead of disbelieving in it. On the other hand, believing in Allazh
is what must be affirmed, yet they disbelieved in Him. So they affirmed the
negated by believing in falsehood, and they negated the affirmed, bty
disbelieving in Allaah.

This is a principle of the Days of Ignorance that they would adhere to. And
they would wander aimlessly in their misguidance. If you were to investigate
into their conditions, you would find that they are not void of this principle. 5o
whoever associates partners with Allaah, he has negated what Allaah has
affirmed and affirmed what Allaah has negated. Furthermore, whoever makes
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the unlawful permissible and the lawful impermissible falls into this category
of people as well. So whoever negates what Allaah has made lawful and
affirms what Allaah has forbidden, he adheres to this principle, of which none
of the actions of the people of the Days of Ignorance are void of.

Furthermore, whoever shows enmity towards the adherents of Tawheed and
allegiance towards the adherents of Shirk, then he has negated what Allaah
has affirmed and affirmed what Allaah has negated. This is since Allaah has
commanded us to make allegiance with the believers and prohibited us from
making allegiance with the polytheists.
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The Fifteenth Aspect: Using False
Excuses to not Accept the Truth
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[15] They used the claim that they had a “lack of comprehending” as &n
excuse for not following what Allaah revealed to them, as Allaah says:
“(They said): 'Our hearts are sealed (with coverings).” [Surah Al-
Baqarah: 88]

And He says: “(They said): ‘O Shu’aib, we do not understand much of
what you say!’” [Surah Hood: 91]

So Allaah declared them to be liars and clarified that their lack of
understanding was due to the sealing of their hearts, and the sealing of
their hearts was due to their disbelief.

- the explanation -

This means that they would excuse themselves from following the truth by
claiming that they didn’t understand it, as Allaah mentioned about the Jews
when the Messenger of Allaah # called them to Islaam:
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“They said: "Our hearts are wrapped.” Nay, Allaah has cursed them for their
disbelief, so little is that which they believe.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 88]

“Wrapped” here means that they have a cover over their hearts by which the
words of the Messenger of Allaah % cannot reach them. Their hearts do not
find reassurance in the Prophet’s speech. So they used this statement as an
argument to reject the Messenger #. This is the most famous interpretation of
the ayah.
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The second meaning of “and they say our hearts are wrapped” is that their
hearts are filled with knowledge, so they have no need for anyone’s speech. So,
according to them, they are not in need of the Prophet’s % words.

However, Allaah explains that the reason (for their lack of understanding) is
not what they claim. Rather, the reason for it is because Allaah cursed them
due to their disbelief, meaning, He exiled them and distanced them from His
Mercy. So they began to not accept the truth because of their disbelief. So as a
result of their disbelief in Allaah, they turned out to not understand the speech
of Allaah’s Messenger #. This was because they did not turn their attention to
it nor did they give it any importance since Allaah had diverted them as a
punishment to them. Allaah says:
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“So when they turned away, Allaah turned their hearts away.” [Surah As-
Saff: 5]

So whoever doesn’t accept the truth, Allaah will test him with falsehood, and

after that he will become one who no longer accepts the truth, since his heart
will become corrupt, and we seek refuge in Allaah from that! Allaah says:
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“Nay, Allaah has cursed them due to their disbelief, so little is that which
they believe.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 88]

And Allaah says:
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“For the wrongdoings of the Jews, We made unlawful for them certain good
foods which had been lawful for them - as well as their hindering many
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from Allaah’s Way, their taking of interest even though they were forbidden
from that, and their consuming of people’s wealth unjustly.” [Surah An-
Nisaa: 160-161]

These ayaat are with respect to the Jews. As for their saying: “Our hearts are
wrapped”, this is not correct. Rather, it is Allaah who diverted them as &
punishment to them, and if this is not so, then it must be stated that the
foundation with regard to the heart is that it is upon Fitrah (pure natural state).
It accepts the truth based on this pure natural state. However, if this natural
state becomes corrupted, it turns to not accepting the truth. This is similar to
the case of the earth - if it becomes spoiled and turns into swampland, it wil:
not produce fruit, since it is corrupted. This is the same case with the heart - if
it becomes corrupt, it turns into that which doesn’t accept the truth.

This was the case with the people of Shu’aib, even though he was from the
most eloquent of the prophets and the one with the clearest speech, such that
he was nicknamed the “Speaker of the Prophets” because of his strong clarity,
effect and eloquence in speech. However, in spite of this, they said:
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“0 Shu’aib, we do not understand much of what you say! And we see you as
being weak among us. Were it not for your family, we would have certainly
stoned you, and you are not powerful against us.” [Surah Hood: 91]

So they didn’t understand the speech of Shu’aib because Allaah had blotted
out their hearts, similar to what happened to the Tribe of Israa’eel. This is the
custom of Allaah - that whoever shows pride against the truth and doesn't
accept it when it reaches him, he will be tested with having a corrupt heart as a
punishment.

Similar to this were the disbelievers among the tribe of Quraysh. What did
they say to Allaah’s Messenger?
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“They said: ‘Our hearts are under coverings from that which you call us to.
And in our ears is deafness and between us and you is a screen. So work you
(on your way), verily, we are working (on our way).”” [Surah Fussilat: 5]

So the way of the disbelievers is one - they confront the call of the messengers
by saying that they don’t understand their speech. Is this due to a deficiency in
the messengers” ability to convey the message? No, rather it is due to a
deficiency in their aptitude because of their disbelief, rejection, and lack of
concern and desire for good.
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The Sixteenth Aspect: The Jews Replaced
the Torah with Books of Magic
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[16] They replaced what came to them from Allaah with books of magic, &s
Allaah mentions in His saying: “And when there came to them a
Messenger from Allaah confirming what was with them, a party of
those who were given the Scripture threw the Book of Allaah behind
their backs, as if they did not know! And they followed (instead) what
the devils gave out (falsely of magic) in the lifetime of Sulaymaan.
And Sulaymaan did not disbelieve but rather the devils disbelieved,
(by) teaching the people magic.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 101-102]

- the explanation -

The Jews disbelieved in the Torah, in which could be found the descriptions of
the Prophet 4 and the order for them to follow him, as Allaah says:
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“Those who follow the Messenger - the Prophet who can neither read nor
write (i.e. Muhammad) - whom they find written about amongst them in the
Torah and the Gospel - he commands them to good and forbids them from
evil and he makes lawful to them the good pure things and makes unlawful

to them the vile detestable things and he removes from them their heavy
burdens and chains that were upon them.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 157]
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Likewise, ‘Eesaa gave the glad tidings of his % advent in the Gospel, where he
said:
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“O Children of Israa’eel! Verily, I am the Messenger of Allaah unto you,
confirming what is before me from the Torah and giving the glad tidings of
a Messenger that will come after me whose name will be Ahmad (i.e.
Muhammad).” [Surah As-Saff: 6]

So mention of this Messenger # can be found in the Torah and the Gospel - his
name, his Message, and his characteristics. This was such that they recognized
him just as they recognized their own children. So when they disbelieved in
the Book of Allaah, the Torah, and failed to act on it, Allaah tested them by
having them take instead books of magic, which is from the works of the
devils. So they replaced the revelation of the Lord of all that exists in exchange
for the works of the devils. This was a punishment for them. Therefore,
everyone that turns away from the truth will indeed be tested with falsehood.

And similarly, anyone that abandons the truth will be tested by falsehood. So
anyone amongst them that abandons the Call of the Messengers, such as the
call to Allaah’s Oneness or to singling Allaah out for worship and clarifying
this, he will be tested by being made susceptible to polytheism and
superstitions. And he will fabricate proofs to support it and he will spread it
amongst the people, believing it to be the truth. This is the state of many of the
scholars of fables and scholars of grave-worshippers - instead of calling to the
Oneness of Allaah and to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger, they call to falsehood, grave-worshipping and attachment to the
deceased. And they search after doubtful evidences for the sake of that, which
they then spread out to the people. So they spend all their time in this
falsehood, and we seek refuge in Allaah from this!
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The Sevenieenth Aspect: Ascribing Falsehood to the Prophets
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[17] They ascribed their falsehood to the prophets, as is found in Allaah’s
saying: “And Sulaymaan did not disbelieve” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 102]
and His saying: “Ibraaheem was neither a Jew nor a Christian.” [Surah
Aali ‘Imraan: 67] **

- the explanation -

From the ways of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they would
ascribe what they were upon of disbelief and misguidance to the prophets.
Examples of this are when the Jews ascribed sorcery to Sulaymaan, saying:
“Magic is from the acts of Sulaymaan. He is the one who would use it to gain
power over the jinn and devils.” These people don’t realize that the jinn are «
creation of Allaah, which He subjects how He wills. Allaah is the One who
made them subservient to His Prophet, Sulaymaan.

So these Jews attributed sorcery to Sulaymaan because they really intended to
spread it to the people. So they would say: “This is from the actions of the
prophets.” Likewise, the Jews and the Christians attribute their disbelief to
Ibraaheem, the leader of the sincere worshippers and the father of the
prophets. They ascribe what they are upon of disbelief to him, saying: “This i3
the religion of Ibraaheem.” This is why Allaah refuted them saying:
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*' Translator’s Note: Here, Allaah refutes the claims of the Jews and Christians. Each one
invented their own religion and then ascribed them to certain prophets, such as the Jews whea
they ascribed their magic to Sulaymaan and the Christians when they ascribed their false
religion to Ibraaheem. So Allaah clarified the reality of the matter in these two ayahs.
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“Ibraaheem was neither a Jew nor a Christian. Rather, he was a true sincere
Muslim (worshipping Allaah alone), and he was not from the polytheists.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 67]

This was the religion of Ibraaheem - he adhered to the religion of Tawheed
(Oneness of Allaah) and freed himself from polytheism and the polytheists,
contrary to what the Jews and Christians are upon.

Also, Judaism and Christianity did not come about until centuries after
Ibraaheem. So how can Judaism and Christianity be ascribed to him?! This is
one of the most despicable lies. History even denies this, since there exists
many centuries between Ibraaheem and them. The Torah was not sent down
to Moosaa, and the Gospel was not sent down to ‘Eesaa until after Ibraaheem,
as Allaah says:
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“O people of the Scripture! Why do you dispute about Ibraaheem, when the

Torah and the Gospel were not revealed till after him? Have you then no
sense?” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 65]

And He says:
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“All food was lawful to the Children of Israa’eel, except for what Israa’eel
made unlawful for himself before the Torah was revealed.” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 93]
The same applies, in this nation (of Muslims), to everyone that ascribes the

falsehood he is upon to Prophet Muhammad #, thus fabricating false ahaadeeth
in order to support his falsehood.
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Likewise, this goes for those Muslims that ascribe themselves to the (four)
Imaams while differing with them in matters of Creed. So for example, they
ascribe themselves to Abu Haneefah, Maalik, Ash-Shaafi’ee and Ahmad but
yet they are upon the Creed of the Mu'atazilah and the Ashaa’irah. Then they
go ahead and ascribe this false creed to the Imaams of the Salaf. These noble
Imaams, may Allaah have mercy on them, were not Mu’atazilah. Rather, they
would wage war against the Mu’atazilah and the scholars of rhetoric.
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The Eighteenth Aspect: They would Ascribe
themselves to the Prophets in spite of Opposing them
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[18] They contradicted themselves in their ascriptions, for they would
ascribe themseilves to Ibraaheem, yet openly manifest their lack of
following him.

- the explanation -

Contradiction in ascribing oneself means: When someone ascribes himself to
something while at the same time, he opposes it. This is a false and untrue
ascription.

The correct form of ascribing oneself to something is when someone ascribes
himself to something and conforms to it. So a person that ascribes himself to
Ibraaheem must agree and conform to the beliefs he came with, such as
believing in and worshipping only Allaah and freeing himself from the
polytheists, and he must not contradict him in any of these things.

An example of this point is the Jews' ascription to Ibraaheem in spite of their
refraining from Hajj and their rejection of facing the Ka'bah. Allaah says:
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“Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at
Bakkah (i.e. Makkah), full of blessing, and a guidance for all that exists. In it
are manifest signs (for example), the Maqaam (place) of Ibraaheem.
Whoever enters it, attains security. And Hajj to the House is a duty that
mankind owes to Allaah (for) those who are able to do it. And whoever
disbelieves (i.e. denies the Hajj), then verily, Allaah is not in need of any of
His creation.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 96-97]
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The same goes for someone who ascribes himself to the four (madh-hab)
Imaams - he must conform to them in matters of Creed and not oppose them

by taking the Creed of others such as the Jahmiyyah, Mu'atazilah and
Ash'arees.
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The Nineteenth Aspect: Blaming Righteous People based
on the Actions of some who Ascribe themselves to them
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[19] They slandered and accused righteous people based on the actions of
others who “ascribed” themselves to these (righteous people). An example
of this is found in the Jews’ slander of ‘Eesaa and the Christians’ and Jews’
slander of Muhammad. %

- the explanation -

They would condemn the righteous ones because of the actions of some evil
people that ascribed themselves to those righteous ones. So they would ascribe
the actions of the followers to the ones being followed, when they were in fact
free from them. An example of this is the Jews’ condemnation of 'Eesaa due to
the distortions of his “followers” from among the Christians and those who
claim that Allaah is part of a trinity or that ‘Eesaa is God or the son of God!

The same goes for those who condemn Muhammad # because of the actions of
some people that ascribe themselves to his Religion, such as the grave-
worshippers, Jahmiyyah, Mu'atazilah and Khawaarij.

So we say to those who condemn these prophets: “This is not the religion of
Moosaa. This is not the religion of ‘Eesaa. This is not the religion of
Muhammad #!”

If there is some deviation on the part of the followers, then that should not be
ascribed back to the source. Rather, it should only be ascribed to the person
that produces that action. So the Message of Moosaa is not to be blamed for the
distortions, alterations and changes made to it by the Jews.

*2 The Jews slandered and accused 'Eesaa by accusing his mother, Maryam, of committing
fomication. Allaah says concerning this: “And because of their (Jews’) disbelief and because
of their uttering against Maryam a great slander (that she committed fornication)!” [Surah
An-Nisaa: 156]
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Likewise, the polytheism, crucifix-worship, and vile disbelief that the
Christians are upon today should not be ascribed to ‘Eesaa. Nor should the
actions of the grave-worshippers who claim to follow Islaam or the heretic:
from the Raafidah and the Baatiniyyah be attributed back to Muhammad #%.
Even if they call it Islaam, this should not be ascribed to the religion of
Muhammad %. The only ones who should ascribe themselves to the Prophet
are those who truly follow him and believe in him. And the only ones who
should ascribe themselves to righteous individuals are those who take their
example and follow them.

This is as Allaah says:
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“And the foremost to embrace Islaam from the Muhaajireen (those who
migrated from Makkah to Madeenah) and the Ansaar (citizens of Madeenah
who helped the Muhaajireen), and also those who followed them exactly (in
Faith), Allaah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. He has
prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise) to dwell
therein forever. That is the supreme success.” [Surah At-Tawbah: 100]

And He says:
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“Verily, among mankind, those who have the best claim to Ibraaheem are
those who followed him and this Prophet (i.e. Muhammad).” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 68}

The same applies to the four Imaams - the deviations in Creed and oppositicn

to the evidences that some who ascribe themselves to these Imaams hold,
should not be attributed back to them.
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The Twentieth Aspect: Believing that the Acts of Sorcerers and
Magicians is from the Miraculous Endowments of the Righteous
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[20] They believed that the extraordinary acts of the sorcerers and their
likes were from the miraculous endowments that Aliaah granted to some
righteous people. And they attributed it to the prophets, such as their
ascribing it to Sulaymaan.

- the explanation -

The word extraordinary means something that is unusual, contrary to normal
standards and unprecedented, not having happened before in the past, and
which only Allaah has the ability to cause to happen.

If such acts occur at the hands of a prophet it is called a mujizah (miracle). An
example of this is when Moosaa’s staff turned into a snake and ‘Eesaa’s ability
to cure the blind and the lepers and to resurrect the dead, with Allaah’s
permission. Other examples are the miracles Allaah gave Muhammad %, the
greatest of which is this magnificent Qur’aan, which all of mankind and all of
the jinn are unable to reproduce.

If such an extraordinary act occurs at the hands of a righteous worshipper that
fears Allaah and is a true believer, then this is called a karaamah (amazing
occurrence) from Allaah, which He causes to occur at his hand either to
support the religion or due to the Muslims’ need for it. Such happened to
Maryam when Zakariyaa would enter her place of prayer and find that she
would have sustenance and provision, even though she had devoted herself to
the prayer place strictly for worship (without going out). The same goes for
what happened to the People of the Cave during their prolonged sleep and
their remaining in the condition they were in without the earth devouring
their bodies. And there didn’t occur any gap in their lives due to the time they
spent in the cave. This is from the amazing occurrences that Allaah grants to
His allies.
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As for that which occurs resembling the form of something extraordinary at
the hands of disbelievers, then this is considered to be from the actions of the
devils. This is considered as being from conjuring, trickery and deceptive
sorcery or from the doings of the devils and their assisting them in corrupting;
the beliefs of the people and causing harm to them. This is not from the
karaamaat (amazing occurrences granted by Allaah). This is such as the one
who flies through the air or walks on water, whilst being a sinner. Such acts
are from the works of the devils. When these individuals gained nearness to
these devils through polytheism and disbelief, the devils in turn served therr,
carrying him through the air and walking with him upon water.

So what occurs at the hands of these wicked sinful individuals, such as
deceptive tricks and polytheism - this is from the works of the devils or it is
from their tricks and illusions. These are things that they learn and teach
amongst themselves just as they learn sorcery. None of this should be
attributed back to the prophets and their followers. This is why when the Jews
attributed sorcery to the prophet of Allaah, Sulaymaan, Allaah refuted thera
by telling them that sorcery is disbelief. And disbelief cannot be attributed to
the prophets, of whom Sulaymaan is one of, and sorcery is not befitting of him.
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The Twenty-First Aspect: Worshipping
Allaah by Whistling and Clapping Hands
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[21] They performed worship by whistling and clapping their hands.
- the explanation -

From the aspects of the Days of Ignorance that the Messenger of Allaah &
opposed them in was their performance of worship to Allaah by means of
whistling and clapping. Allaah says:
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“And their prayer at the House (Ka'bah) was nothing but whistling and
clapping of hands. So taste the torment because of what you used to
disbelieve.” [Surah Al-Anfaal: 35]

This means: The worship that the polytheists performed to Allaah at the sacred
Ka’'bah was nothing more than whistling and clapping.

The word mukaa means whistling, while tasdeeyah means clapping with the
hands and palms. They would do this while at the House of Allaah and call it
prayer, seeking nearness to Allaah through it. This is one of the things the
devils among mankind and the jinn beautified to them, in order to deceive
them.

Worship is not to be done except according to what Allaah has legislated - so it
is dependent upon revelation. A person must not introduce something from
his own self or take it from someone else when it is not according to what
Allaah has legislated, thus worshipping Allaah by it even though it has no
source in the religion.

Here, we can derive the prohibition of these two matters, which are: whistling
and clapping. They are forbidden even though one may not intend to be
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performing worship by them, since there can be found imitation of the
polytheists in it.

As for clapping, the Prophet # only allowed it specifically®® for women at the
time of a necessity, such as to notify the Imaam if he has omitted or added
something to the prayer. This was due to the fitnah that could occur from her
voice if there are men present. And it is not permissible for a man to imitate
the disbelievers or to imitate a woman by clapping.

** Abu Hurairah & reported that the Messenger of Allaah % said: “Saying Subhaanallaah is
for men and clapping is for women.” [Transmitted by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 1203) and Muslim
(no. 422/106)] And in the hadeeth of Sahl bin Sa’ad, he reported that the Messenger of Allaah 4
said: “Why is it that I see you clapping so much. Whoever is doubtful about something in
the prayer, let him say SubhanAllaah for if one says it, it will attract attention. Clapping is
only for women.” {Transmitted by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 684) and Muslim (no. 421)]
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The Twenty-Second Aspect: Taking the
Religion as an Amusement and a Game
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[22] They took their Religion as an amusement and a game. *
- the explanation -

Lahw (amusement) means: Every falsehood that turns one’s attention away
from the truth. La’ab (game) means: The opposite of seriousness, and it is that
which has no benefit in it. So taking amusement and games as a religion by
which to draw closer to Allaah is from the ways of the People of the Days of
Ignorance.

This characteristic can be found in the Sufis since they take playing the duff
and singing as acts of worship to Allaah. So they seek nearness to Allaah
through singing and playing the duff.

Songs and musical instruments are a form of amusement and play and they
are forbidden in and of themselves. So how much more so if they are taken as
a means of worshipping Allaah?!

The ones who resemble them today are those who take the anaasheed, which
they call Islamic, and make them from the means of calling to Allaah, as they
claim. The Call (Da'wah) to Allaah is part of the Religion, and no form of
music, melodies or chants, which distract the souls and turn people away from
the remembrance of Allaah and reading the Qur’aan, can enter into it.

It is from the distinguishing signs of the partisan methodologies and not from
the means of Da'wah. This is because Da’'wah is dependent upon the
revelation. The Prophet # would call the people using the Book and the
Sunnah, and using admonition, instructional guidance, and debating in a
manner that is best. And he # would not use these group anaasheed as a
method of Da’wah.

** Allaah refutes this, saying: “And leave alone those who take their Religion as play and
amusement, and whom the life of this world has deluded.” [Surah Al-An'aam: 70]
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As for reciting and chanting good poetry that is free from evil in order to
refute the polytheists and defend Islaam, such as when Hassaan & would
recite poetry, or to encourage work and travel during a journey, this has no
resemblance to the group-chanted anaasheed that are being used today. So one
should not draw analogies between the two due to the clear difference that
exists between them.
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The Twenty-Third Aspect: Being Deluded by the Worldly Life
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[23] They were deluded by the life of this world. So they perceived Allaah’s
bestowal of worldly material gon someone), as an indication that He was
pleased (with that person),” as He says: “And they say: ‘We are

abundant in wealth and in children, and (because of that) we are not
going to be punished.’” [Surah Saba’: 35]

- the explanation -

The People of the Days of Ignorance considered there being given children and
wealth as a sign that Allaah favored them and that He would not punish them:
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“And they say: ‘We are abundant in wealth and children, and (because of
that) we are not going to be punished.” Say: ‘Verily, my Lord enlarges and
restricts the provision to whom He wills, but most people are not aware.’

And it is not your wealth or your children that bring you nearer to Us, but
only he who believes and does righteous deeds.” [Surah Saba: 35-37]

Up to the part where He says:
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** Translators Note: This means the more worldly matters one amassed the more he felt that
Allaah was pleased with him and his condition, regardless if he was upon disbelief.
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“Say: ‘Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom He wills of His
slaves and (also) restricts it for him. And whatsoever you spend of anything,
(in Allaah’s Cause), He will replace it. And He is the best of providers.”
[Surah Saba: 39]

So having abundance in wealth, children and assets is not a sign that Allaah i<
pleased with you. In fact, He may even give these things to a disbeliever for
the sake of gradually deluding him. In a hadeeth, the Prophet % said: “Verily.
Allaah gives this worldly life to those whom He loves and those whom He¢
doesn’t love. As for the religion, He doesn’t give it to anyone except for
those whom he loves.” 3¢

And in another hadeeth, he # said: “If this worldly life were equal in worth
to the wing of a mosquito in the sight of Allaah, He would not allow the
disbeliever to have one sip of water from it.” 37

Just look at the Messenger of Allaah %, who was the person with the most
favors bestowed unto him from Allaah, and likewise his Companions. They
were stricken with hunger, poverty and dire needs, even though they were the
most favored of people by Allaah after the prophets. As for the disbelievers,
they roam freely and graze about in blessings because that is being used to
delude them.

So it should not be conceived that people’s acquirement of the splendors of
this worldly life is a proof that Allaah favors them. Rather, what should be
seen as an indication that Allaah favors His servant is that he is endowed with
righteous deeds, regardless of whether he is rich or poor. This is the one whorn
Allaah has truly favored. So the measuring standard that people use is that
those who are prosperous and wealthy in this worldly life are the one whorm
Allaah has favored, while those who are poor and needy are only that way
because Allaah has debased them.

% Reported by Ahmad (1/387) and Al-Haakim (1/193, no. 102; 5/230, no. 7381) who sai:
“This hadeeth has an authentic chain of narration even though the two (Al-Bukhaaree ard
Muslim) did not transmit it.”

7 Reported by At-Tirmidhee (4/560, no. 2325). Abu ‘Eesaa (i.e. At-Tirmidhee) said: “Th:s
hadeeth is authentic and irregular with this wording.” Al-Albaanee authenticated this hadeeth in
Saheeh al-Jaami -us-Sagheer (no. 5292).
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The Twenty-Fourth Aspect: Abstaining
from the Truth if the Weak Ones Follow it

rolad ) J3Ad (Ads g 1S plinal) A} agha 13 (Bad) A Jsdal

S [ag Qe Ol 2RI Y]
[24] They refused to accept the truth when they saw that they had already
been preceded to it by the weak and poor - out of pride and disdain - so

Allaah revealed: “And turn not away those who invoke their Lord,
morning and afternoon seeking His Face.” [Surah Al-An'aam: 52]

- the explanation -

The people of the Days of Ignorance would reject the truth if they found the
weak ones following it. This is why they said:
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“Is it these individuals (poor people) whom Allaah has favored from
amongst us?” [Surah Al-An’aam: 53]

Meaning: “They do not have more right to Paradise than us. We have more
precedence than them and are more honorable than them. These individuals

are weak - they have no worth or status in society.” Allaah refuted them by
saying:
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“Doesn’t Allaah know best who is thankful?” [Surah Al-An’aam: 53]
So Allaah does not give this Religion except to those whom He loves. As for

the worldly life, He gives it to whom He wills, whether they are from His
loved ones or His enemies.

119



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Twenty-Fifth Aspect: Considering Something to
be False based on the Weak being the First to Accept it
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[25] They determined the truth to be false based on their argument that the:
weak and poor people took precedence in accepting it. This is as He says:

“(They said): ‘Had it (i.e. Islaam) been something good, they (poor ancl
weak ones) would not have preceded us in (accepting) it.”” [Surah Al-
Ahgaaf: 11]

- the explanation -

From the customs of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they would
consider something to be false if the lowly ones preceded them to it, as Allaah
has stated that the polytheists would say:
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“(They said): ‘Had it (i.e. Islaam) been something good, they (poor and wealk
ones) would not have preceded us in (accepting) it.”” [Surah Al-Ahgaaf: 11]

They used to say: “We are people of understanding and experience. We are
people of thought and reflection, and we are aware of many matters. So when
we saw that this thing that Muhammad #% brought (i.e. Islaam) was not the
truth, we abandoned it. And if it were the truth, we would have been the first
ones to accept it. So our not accepting it is a proof that it is not the truth.”

This is the worst form of falsehood, since following the truth is not restricted to
just one category of people. Rather, following the truth is a blessing from
Allaah that He bestows on whomever He wills and grants it to from His
servants. The majority of people who would follow the messengers were fromn
the weak and the poor, as Allaah says:
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“They said: ‘Shall we believe in you when the lowest of people follow
you?’” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa: 111]

And He says:
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“The chiefs who disbelieved amongst his (i.e. Nooh’s) people said: ‘We
don’t see you as being anything more than a man like us. And we don’t see
anyone following you except for the lowest amongst us, (who followed you)
without thinking.”” [Surah Hood: 27]

They meant by this that these people did not have any ability to think or
contemplate matters, whereas they viewed themselves as being people of
reasoning, intellect and understanding. So if the message that Nooh brought
were true, the people of reasoning and intellect and the majority of the people
would have followed him. So the fact that they didn’t follow him is proof (in
their eyes) that it is not true. This is falsehood since for the most part those
who disbelieve in the truth are the luxurious and affluent, as Allaah says:

-
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“And We never sent a warner (messenger) to any town except that the
luxurious ones among them would say: “Verily, we don’t believe in that with
which you have been sent.”” [Surah Saba: 34]

Furthermore, the majority of those who follow the truth are the weak and poor
since they do not have any pride or arrogance. So determining something to be
true based on the rich and prestigious following it or determining it to be false
based on the lowly and poor following it - this is from the measuring
standards of the people of the Days of Ignorance. It is not permissible to set up
a measuring scale by which one can determine the truth from falsehood. This
is why the scholars would say: “The truth is not known by way of men.
Rather, men are known by way of the truth.”
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The Twenty-Sixth Aspect: Distorting the Evidences
from the Book after Acknowledging them
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[26] They distorted (i.e. tahreef) the Book of Allaah after having
comprehended it, while doing so knowingly (i.e. deliberately and not out of
ignorance). %

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the Jews and Christians is that they would distort
the revealed books of Allaah - the Torah and the Gospel - after they
comprehended it, learned it and understood it. They distorted it by making
additions or deletions to it or by interpreting it by other than its correc:
meaning, for the sake of conforming it to their desires. This is a calamity tha:
the Muslims have not ceased to be free from. The first time this appeared
amidst the People of the Scriptures from those who adhere to their desires and
whims was when they were not able to reject and deny the texts (from Allaah)
So they attacked it by distorting it, misinterpreting it and changing its
meaning.

The Muslims continue to live upon this calamity, such as the people of desires.
deviant groups and the followers of vain whims. If it is said to them: “Interest
is prohibited”, they say: “What is meant by interest is such and such...” - they
interpret interest according to their vain desires. There are presently books.
writings and verdicts available in which they allow interest.

When it is said: “Allaah and His Messenger have prohibited this”, they say:
“This is not the type of interest that Allaah and His Messenger # have made
forbidden. The interest that Allaah and His Messenger have made forbidden i3
that interest which was conducted during the Days of Ignorance - an increase
to the original loan given to the borrower - that’s it. As for the added-on

** Translator’s Note: Allaah says: “And verily, among them, there is a party that distorts
the Book with their tongues (as they read), so that you may think that it is from the Book,
but it is not from the Book. And they say: ‘This is from Allaah,” but it is not from Allaah.
And they speak a lie against Allaah while knowing it.” [Surah Aali 'Imraan: 78}
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interest, they reject that. Or they claim that the forbidden interest is the interest
of amortization, but as for the interest of profit upon capital, then they hold
that to be permitted.

There are many ahaadeeth in the Sunnah of Allaah’s Messenger % that show the
prohibition of this added-on interest. It is reported in the two Sahech
Collections that the Prophet # said: “Gold is (exchanged) for gold, silver for
silver, barley for barley, dates for dates, salt for salt, a similar for a similar, a
likeness to a likeness, and a hand for a hand.”3® The Messenger of Allaah
forbade this added-on interest.

And Allaah says:
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“And whatever the Messenger gives you, do it. And whatever he forbids you
from, abstain from it.” [Surah Al-Hashr: 7]

This added-on interest falls under the generality of Allaah’s statement:
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“And He forbade interest.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 275]
So since there can be found amongst the Jews those who distort the Torah and
amongst the Christians those who distort the Gospel, there can also be found
in this (Muslim) ummah those who distort the Qur’aan and the Sunnah in
order to make permissible what they are upon or what others are upon. But it

is obligatory for the Muslim to follow the Book and the Sunnah.

An example of the distortions of the Jews is when Allaah told them:
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* Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2134 & 2174) and Muslim (no. 1584 & 1587), and the
wording is from his Collection.
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“And enter the gate in prostration and say: ‘Hitta.” (Forgive us).” [Surah Al-
Bagqarah: 58]

Hitta means: “Remove” our sins and forgive us. However, the Jews distorted
this and said it meant: a grain of Hinta (wheat). So they added the letter “n” tc
the word, thus changing its meaning.

Those who distort Allaah Attributes also do the same, as in the example of
Allaah’s saying;:
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“Ar-Rahmaan (Allaah, the Most Merciful) rose above the Throne.” [Surah
TaHa: 5]

They say that the meaning of Istiwaa (to rise) is Istawlaa (to conquer). So they
added the extra “L” to the word, thus changing the sentence’s meaning. This is
similar to what the Jews did above of adding the “N” to the word.

This is distortion by way of adding something extra to the original text.
Distortion can also occur by subtracting something from its original state.
There can also be distortion in the meaning, which is when someone interprets
the Qur'aan by other than its correct interpretation or when someon:
interprets the ahaadeeth by other than their correct interpretations. All of this
falls under distorting the words from their proper place.
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The Twenty-Seventh Aspect: Authoring Books
of Falsehood and Ascribing them to Allaah
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[27] They authored books of falsehood and then attributed them to Allaah,
as is found in His saying: “Then woe to those who write the Book with
their own hands, then say: This is from Allaah.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 79]

- the explanation -

From the evil characteristics of the Jews is that they would author books,
writing them with their own hands and including falsehood in them, and then
say: “This is from Allaah.” They did this in order to get reward from the
people or to sell these books in the marketplaces, so that they could acquire
much wealth.

Authoring books of deviance and distributing them out to the people is the
trademark handicraft of the Jews, and likewise those members of this ummah
(i.e. Muslims) who resemble them.

It is obligatory upon the scholar, when authoring anything related to
knowledge, to fear Allaah and not write anything except for that which
conforms to the Book and the Sunnah. This is because he will be held
accountable and questioned as to his writings. So he should not write anything
in his verdicts, books or articles except for that which is in conformity to the
Book and the Sunnah. He should also not write anything that comes from
himself or from his desires, and then say: “This is from the Religion” or “This
is legislated in the Religion.”

How many deviant and false books, treatises and verdicts are out there today,
which are written in the name of Islaam? This is similar to the actions of the
Jews. So any Muslim that intends to author a book or write an article or verdict
must take special note of this, stopping short at Allaah’s prescribed
boundaries. He must fear Allaah and write only the truth, even if the people
are not pleased with it.
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The Twenty-Eighth Aspect: Rejecting
the Truth that was found with Others
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[28] They did not accept anything from the truth, except for that which was
(in accordance) with their party/group. Allaah says: “And when it is said
to them (Jews): ‘Believe in what Allaah has sent down’, they say: ‘We:
believe in (only) what was sent down to us.’” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 91]

- the explanation -
Xp

When it is said to them: “Believe in what Allaah revealed to Muhammad”,
they reply: “We will believe in (only) what was sent down to us’ - ie. to
Moosaa. “And they disbelieved in that which came after it” - i.e. everything;
apart from it “...whereas it is the truth confirming what is with them.”

They said: “We believe in the Torah that was revealed to our Prophet,
Moosaa.” “And they disbelieved in that which came after it” - which refers
to the Gospel that was revealed to ‘Eesaa and the Qur’aan that was revealed to
Muhammad . “Whereas it is the truth confirming what is with them” - This
means that the Gospel and the Qur’aan confirm what is in the Torah.

So Allaah refuted them by saying: “If you truly follow what was revealed to
Moosaa, then why did you kill the prophets? Was it revealed to Moosaa that
you should kill the prophets, such that you had to kill Zakariyaa and
Yahyaa??” They also set out to kill ‘Eesaa but Allaah raised him up to Him and
protected him from them. They also intended to kill Muhammad #. So the:r
main objective was killing the prophets, as Allaah says:
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“Is it that every time there came to you a Messenger with what you

yourselves desired not, you grew arrogant - denying some of them and
killing others.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 87]
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You disbelieved in some of the messengers and you killed others. Why? This
was because they brought to them that which their souls did not desire. So
how can you say: “We believe in that which was revealed to us??” How does
this act fall under believing in what was sent down to them?

Also, from that which was revealed to them in the Torah, was the description
of Muhammad #%, and an elucidation of His Message and characteristics. So
why then didn’t they believe in Muhammad #%? Believing in Muhammad % is
part of believing in what was revealed to them. but they disbelieved in him,
even though they said:
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“We believe in that which was sent down to us.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 91}

This aspect also includes those who say: “I only follow such and such scholar.”
The obligation upon him is to accept the truth and to not be fanatically biased
towards his Imaam or teacher or sheikh, as is the case with the sheikhs of the
Sufi Orders whom the mureeds and blind-followers hold fanatical attachment
to. These individuals don’t accept the truth - they only take what these
“sheikhs” tell them. This is something false since it is not obligatory to
unrestrictedly follow any specific individual from amongst creation except for
the Messenger of Allaah #. And whoever claims that it is obligatory to
unrestrictedly follow a specific individual apart from Allaah’s Messenger #, he
1s an apostate who should be made to repent. And if he fails to recant from this
false belief, he should be killed, as has been affirmed by Shaikh-ul-Islaam Ibn
Taimiyyah. This is since this person has put that individual at the same level as
the Messenger of Allaah #.

So there is no one that we are required to unrestrictedly follow except for the
Messenger of Allaah #. As for those apart from him, such as the Imaams and
the scholars, may Allaah have mercy on them, they should only be followed in
those matters in which they conform to the truth. But as for those issues in
which they erred whilst performing Ijtihaad, it is not permissible to take their
views concerning those matters - even if they are from the well-known and
respected Imaams. They would encourage this themselves, saying: “Do not
take from our opinions except for that which is in conformity with the speech
of the Messenger #.”

127



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Twenty-Ninth Aspect: Not Acting on the
Views of Those whom they Claimed to Follow
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[29] But in spite of this, they did not even act on what the party/group (that
they adhered to) used to believe in, as Allaah points out in His saying:

"Then why have you killed the prophets of Allaah aforetime, if you
indeed were believers?" [Surah Al- Baqarah: 91}

- the explanation -

Meaning: These Jews claimed to follow what was revealed to them in the
Torah. However, two things contradict this claim:

First: They would kill the prophets, and it is not mentioned anywhere in the
Torah that one should kill prophets. Rather, it states in it that one should
believe in them, respect them, follow them and take their example.

Second: The Torah commands them to follow Muhammad #. Allaah says:
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“Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who could neither read nor
write, whom they find written about with them in the Torah and the Gospel
- he commands them towards good and forbids them from evil. He permits
for them the lawful good things and prohibits them from the unlawful vile

things. He releases from them their heavy burdens and the chains that were
upon them.” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 157]
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These were the Prophet’s $ characteristics mentioned in the Torah, but in spite
of that, they did not believe in him. So they did not adhere to what their
prophets told them nor to what their scholars who claimed to believe in them
said. And they did not act upon what they said.
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The Thirtieth Aspect: Adhering to
Division and Abandoning Unity
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[30] It is from the amazing signs of Allaah that when these people
abandoned the command of Allaah to unite and began to commit that
which Allaah forbade from evil, the matter became such as: "Each group
rejoicing in that which it has.”

- the explanation -

From the amazing signs of Allaah is that when they turned away from uniting
upon the Book of Allaah and holding fast onto His Divine Laws, which He
revealed to His Messengers, Allaah tried them by making them divide, split
up, fight against one another and be pleased with that which they were upor
from falsehood. This was their consequence. This is since if one is pleased with
falsehood, he will not abandon it. But in the case where one is not pleased with
it and finds doubts in it, it is more likely that he will repent and recant from it
However, if he finds comfort and joy in it, he will never seek to change it or
remove it from himself. This is the consequence that Allaah has decreed - that
whoever abandons the truth will be tested by falsehood. And likewise,
whoever abandons unity will be tested by splitting up, dividing, fighting ancl
arguing with one another.

So you will not find a people that differ with one another in their religious ancl
worldly affairs except that you will find enmity and hatred amongst them.
Rather, you may even find killing and fighting to occur between them.

Likewise, you will not find anyone that adheres to uniting upon the Book and
the Sunnah except that you will find love, affection, support and cooperation
occurring between them - as if they were one unified body. So there is no
infallibility except in unifying upon the Book and the Sunnah. And there can
be no unity except by following the Book and the Sunnah. As for what is
beyond that, then it is only division and torment.
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So those individuals that wish to “unite the Muslims”, as they claim, it should
be said to them: “If you truly want to unite the Muslims, first unite their
beliefs, such that all of them are upon one and the same belief in Tawheed,
which the Messenger of Allaah # came with.” And do not leave the people the
way they are - this one worships the graves, that one is a Sufi, this one is a
Shiite, and so on and so forth. Make the people’s creed and beliefs one first and
hold fast onto Laa Ilaaha IllaaAllagh. Then make ruling by what Allaah has
revealed one, thus returning back to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger # and abolishing man-made laws, ruling systems, traditional
customs and so on.

Go back to the Qur'aan and the Sunnah if you truly desire unity and the
unification of the Muslims. The Muslims will never unite except upon this - a
unified Creed; a unified source of reference, which is ruling by what Allaah
has revealed; and a unified leadership, which is by hearing and obeying the
Muslim ruler. This is what will bring about unity to the affairs of the Muslims,
as the Prophet # said: “Indeed, Allaah is pleased with three things for you: 1)
That you worship Him alone and not associate anything (in worship) with
Him, 2) That all of you, together, hold tightly onto the Rope of Allaah and
not be divided into groups, and 3) That you mutually advise he whom
Allaah has given authority over your affairs.”40

“ Saheeh Muslim (no. 1715) and Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree (3/270)
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The Thirty-First Aspect: Enmity towards the
True Religion and Love for the False Religion
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[31] It is also from the amazing signs of Allaah that these people held the
highest degree of hatred for the religion they affiliated themselves with,
whilst having love for the religion of the disbelievers — those who were
enemies to them and their prophet. And their trial was found in the extent of
their love (for that religion of their enemies), as they did with the Prophet %
when they approached him with the religion of Moosaa, while (in reality]
they were following books of magic. And that (magic) was from the religion
of the followers of Pharaoh.

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance, which the
Messenger of Allaah # opposed them in, is that they would hold hatred for
their Religion, which they were commanded to follow. And they would follow
the religion of their enemies. It is well known that the Jews were upon the
Religion of Moosaa and their enemies were Pharaoh and his followers, whom
they deemed to be the worst punishment and who would kill their childrer,
leave their women alive (as slaves) and use them for the lowest of jobs. This
was up until Allaah sent His Prophet Moosaa to them, and freed them from
their enemies, giving them might and honor at his hand. At the same time, He
defeated their enemy (Pharaoh) and caused him to die while everyone was
looking at him and their eyes confirmed it.

There could be found in the Torah, which they had with them and which was

the Book of Allaah that Moosaa came with, the descriptions of Muhammad
and the command to follow him. And he was:
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“the Prophet who could neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad) ~ whom
they find written about amongst them in the Torah and the Gospel - he
commands them to good and forbids them from evil and he makes lawful to
them the good pure things and makes unlawful to them the vile detestable
things and he removes from them their heavy burdens and the chains that
were upon them.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 157]

Because of their severity, Allaah was severe to them by prohibiting some good
things that He had made lawful to them previously. This was due to their
disbelief and stubborn rejection. So had they believed in Muhammad %, He
would have removed these heavy burdens and chains from them. However,
they were overtaken by jealousy and said: “How could this prophet who was
promised to come during the Last Days be from the Arabs and from the
lineage of Isma’eel? It would have been more befitting for him to be from the
tribe of Israa’eel and not from the tribe of Isma’eel.” This is what they said. So
they were jealous of Muhammad # and his ummah and as a result, they
disbelieved in him, even though they knew that he was the Messenger of
Allaah #. What brought them to do this was jealousy and pride, and we seek
Allaah’s refuge from that!

So when they disbelieved in Muhammad #, they also disbelieved in Moosaa
and his Book, which was the Torah. So they denied the Torah that was with
them out of their jealousy for Muhammad #. And they replaced the Torah
with books of magic, which were from the religion of their enemy, Pharaoh,
since magic and sorcery were widespread amongst the subjects of Pharaoh. So
they abandoned the revelation that Allaah sent down and instead accepted the
sorcery that their enemies were upon. This is from the strange occurrences!
Allaah says:
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“And when there came to them a Messenger from Allaah confirming what
was with them, a party of those who were given the Scripture threw the
Book of Allaah behind their backs, as if they didn’t know!” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 101]

Meaning: “As if they didn’t know” this Messenger %, his characteristics and
the Message that he brought. They acted like ignorant people who don’t know
anything, out of pride and stubbornness. Allaah did not say: “Because they
didn’t know.” Rather, He said: “As if they didn’t know” since if someone
doesn’t act in accordance with his knowledge, it is as if he has no knowledge
(at all). This is since action is the fruit of knowledge. So if one doesn’t do deeds
(based on his knowledge), he and the ignorant person become equal. Rather,
the ignorant one is less sinful than him. “And they followed (instead) what
the devils gave out in the lifetime of Sulaymaan” - which is magic.

So the origin of magic and sorcery came from the works of the devils. Then the
disbelievers inherited it throughout the course of time. It was passed down to
Pharaoh and his people and then inherited by the Jews, in exchange for the
Torah. So sorcery is ancient. However, the disbelievers inherit it generation
after generation.

This is one of the consequences - that when the people abandon the truth, they
are tested with falsehood. This is a normal reaction that never changes or
varies. Some Muslims have abandoned the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of
His Messenger # and instead accepted the views of people, logical reasoning.
and the science of rhetoric.

So they fell under this category of people when they abandoned the Book o
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger # and instead accepted other thar
the Qur’aan and Sunnah. This is since when they turned away from the Book.
of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger # and failed to take their Creec
from the Bcok and the Sunnah, they were put to trial by taking their Creec
from the sciences of the disbelievers and atheists. So how similar does tonight:
resemble last night!

So in the same manner, anyone that abandons the truth will be tested with
falsehood. Likewise, whoever abandons the views of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jamaa’ah will be tested with the views of deviant sects. And the one who hold:
biased attachment towards deviant groups, which are in opposition to the
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Book and the Sunnah and the methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah, he
will be tested by being with the deviant sects. This is the customary way of
Allaah.

This should serve as a warning to the Muslim from abandoning the truth, since
if he abandons the truth, he will be tested with falsehood. And if he abandons
following the people of truth, he will instead follow the people of falsehood.
This will always and forever be the case.
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The Thirly-Second Aspect: Denying the Truth
when it was with Others Whom they did not Like
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[32] They disbelieved in the truth if it was found with someone that they did
not like or agree with. Allaah says: “The Jews say that the Christians
follow nothing (i.e. are on the wrong Religion) and the Christians say
that the Jews follow nothing.” [Surah Al- Bagarah: 113]

- the explanation -

This is from the most dangerous of characteristics, which is that they wou'd
disbelieve in the truth if it was found with those whom they did not like or
agree with, i.e. those whom they didn’t love. So they would abandon the tru‘h
that was found with this person due to their intense hatred for that individual.
So they would not follow the truth because of him.

It is obligatory upon the Muslim to accept the truth from the one who brings it,
since the truth is the main objective of the believer - wherever he finds it, he
accepts it - regardless of whether it is with his friend or his enemy. This is
since he is seeking to attain the truth. But if he only gives consideration ‘0
individuals, this is from the ways of the people of the Days of Ignorance.

An example of this is what Allaah has mentioned about the Jews ard
Christians ~ who are those whom Allaah gave a Book and knowledge. The
Jews rejected the truth that was with the Christians while the Christians
rejected the truth that was with the Jews, as Allaah said about them:
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“The Jews say that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are on the wrong

Religion) and the Christians say that the Jews follow nothing." [Surah Al-
Baqarah: 113}
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What caused them to do this was their desires. Since the Jews hate the
Christians, they denied what truth was with them. And since the Christians
hate the Jews, they denied what truth was with them. “...Even though they
both recite the Scripture”, which commands them to accept the truth.
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“Similar to their statement was what those who don’t know (i.e. pagan
Arabs) said.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 113]

So even those who don’t have a Book (i.e. the pagan Arabs) follow this
methodology - each group disbelieves the next and denies what each of them
has from the truth.

In summary, it is obligatory upon the Muslim to abstain from the ways of the
Jews and Christians, which was to disbelieve in the truth if it was found with
those whom they didn’t love. So your hatred for an individual should not
cause you to reject what truth he has with him. Similar to this is what can be
found today: If a group or party hates one of the scholars, they reject what
truth is found with him. So their hatred for this scholar causes them to reject
what he has from truth, to refrain and abstain from him, and to beware of his
books and tapes, even if they are true. Why is this? For no reason other than
that they do not like this individual!

So the obligation upon you, O Muslim, is to accept the truth, even if it is with
someone whom you don’t love. Do not let your hatred for certain individuals
and your personal desires prevent you from accepting the truth.

Once when a Jew came to the Prophet #% and told him: “You ascribe partners to
Allaah for you say: ‘What Allaah wills and Muhammad wills’”, the Prophet %
ordered them to say: “What Allaah alone wills.” And thereafter, they no longer
said: “What Allaah wills and Muhammad wills.”#! So the Prophet % accepted
this truth and ordered his Companions to abandon the error.

4 Qutailah, a woman from Juhainah reported that a Jewish man came to the Prophet % and said
to him: “You people set up rivals and associate partners with Allaah. You say: ‘What Allaah
wills and you will.” And you say: ‘I swear by the Ka’bah.” So the Prophet % ordered his
Companions that when they intend to swear, they should say: ‘I swear by the Lord of the
Ka’bah’ and that they should say: ‘What Allaah wills and then what you will.”” [Reported
by An-Nasaa’ee (7/10, no. 3782); a similar report to it has been transmitted by Ibn Maajah from
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The same happened when one of the Jewish rabbis came to the Prophet & and
said: “Verily, Allaah has the heaven enrolled in His Right Hand, and He
holds the mountains in one Finger and the earths in one Finger...” up to the
end of the hadeeth. Upon hearing this, the Prophet # laughed so hard his
molar teeth showed, out of affirmation for what this rabbi said.4?2 Allaah then
revealed His saying:
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“They did not estimate Allaah as He ought to be estimated. And on the Day
of Resurrection, the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand, and the
heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. Far removed is He from all
that they associate with Him as partners.” [Surah Az-Zumar: 67]

So when the statement of this Jewish rabbi conformed to the truth, the Prophet
# accepted it and became happy with it.

So in summary, the Muslim is obligated to accept the truth, and his hatred for
certain individuals, his personal ambitions and the rumors that are spreacl
about some of the people of truth should not cause him to reject what this
scholar says. Rather, he should benefit from it, even if this scholar is not
upright (i.e. upon the correct way). Even if the criticisms and censures against
him are correct, if he makes a true statement, you are obligated to follow it --
not for the sake of this individual, but for the sake of the truth. This is what is
obligatory. So it is upon the students of knowledge to follow this divina
methodology - to accept the truth from whoever it comes from.

Hudhaifah bin al-Yamaan (2/550, no. 2118), Ahmad in al-Musnad (6/371-372) and Al-
Bayhaqee in al-Kubraa (3/54)
“2 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 4811, 7414, and 7415) and Muslim (no. 2786)
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The Thirty-Third Aspect: Contradictions in Affirming and Denying
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[33] They rejected what they agreed was part of their Religion, as they did
during the Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House (i.e. the Ka'bah). Allaah says:
“And who turns away from the religion of lbraaheem (pure Tawheed),
except he who fools himself.” {Surah Al-Bagarah: 130]

- the explanation -

The Jews claimed to be upon the religion of Ibraaheem. But when the giblah
(direction of the prayer) was changed to the Ka’bah, which Ibraaheem built,
they adamantly rejected this, and refuge is sought in Allaah. This is since they
did not acknowledge the Ka’bah or making Hajj (pilgrimage) to it, which was
from the religious practices of Ibraaheem. They denied turning their faces
towards the giblah even though they knew that this was the truth and that the
Ka'bah was the giblah of Ibraaheem and that it was Ibraaheem that built the
foundation for this House. He built it based on Allaah’s order, as He says:

el &G a1l Gl 3

“And remember when We showed Ibraaheem the site of the House.” [Surah
Al-Hajj: 26]

And Allaah says:

e Ly i) Con S0 A 25 3

“And remember when Ibraaheem (and his son) Isma’eel were raising the
foundations of the House.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 127]

So the Ka’bah came about due to Ibraaheem constructing it based on Allaah’s

order, and it was his giblah (prayer direction). However, they rejected this and
the Hajj. These things were from the religion of Ibraaheem yet they rejected
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them even though they claimed to follow the way of Ibraaheem and to be
upon his religion. However, their hatred for Muhammad # led them to rejec!
all of this.

So the Ka’'bah is from the heritage of Ibraaheem and turning towards it ir:
prayer and setting out for it for Hajj and "Umrah is from the religious practices
of Ibraaheem. These individuals (Jews) ascribe themselves to the religion of
Ibraaheem but yet they reject its greatest rites. This is a strange contradiction.

Similar to this is everyone that ascribes to Islaam while rejecting some of its
rules, such as the one who says: “I am Muslim”, then circumambulates arounc|
graves, supplicating to them and seeking blessings and anointment from them.
If it is said to this person: “This is Shirk (polytheism)”, he will not stop doing;
it. Rather, he will persist on doing it and hate the one who forbids him from it.
This is a clear contradiction in one’s ascriptions. He ascribes himself to Islaam
yet opposes it in its greatest aspect, which is Tawheed (Allaah’s Oneness).
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The Thirty-Fourth Aspect: Each Sect
Praises itself apart from Others
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[34] Every one of (their) groups claimed that they were the saved one. So
Allaah declared them to be liars with His saying: "Bring forth your proof if
you are indeed truthful.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 111]

Then He clarifies what is correct, saying: "Rather, whosoever submits
himself to Ailaah while being a good-doer, his reward is with Allaah.”
[Surah Al-Bagarah: 112]

- the explanation -

From the aspects of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that every sect
amongst them claimed to be the one upon the truth and everyone else upon
falsehood. This occurred amongst the Jews and the Christians and those like
them, as they would say:
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“No one will ever enter Paradise except for those who are Jews or
Christians.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 111]

They limited guidance and the entrance into Paradise to just the Jews and
Christians.

Similar to them are the deviant sects - every sect claims that it is upon the
truth and that every other group is upon falsehood. Each of these sects claims
to be the saved sect, which the Prophet spoke of when he # said: “My ummah
will divide into seventy-three sects - all of them in the Hellfire except one.”
However, the Messenger of Allaah # clarified the sign that distinguishes this
sect from all others when his % Companions asked: “Which one is it O
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Messenger of Allaah?” He responded: “Those who are upon what I and my
Companions are upon.” 43

This is why Allaah said afterward: “Say: Bring your proof” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 111], meaning: “Bring your evidence for what you claim - that no one
will ever enter Paradise except a Jew or a Christian.” This is only a claim, and
claims should not be accepted unless they are accompanied by proofs and
evidences. This is why Allaah said after that:
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“Nay, but whoever submits his face to Allaah while being a good-doer.”
[Surah Al-Baqarah: 112]

“...Submits his face to Allaah...” means he makes his religion pure for Allaak
alone and is free from Shirk. “...While being a good-doer” means he follows
the Messenger #%. So whoever possesses these two conditions will be from the:
inhabitants of Paradise. And whoever is void of these two conditions or one o
them will be from the inhabitants of the Hellfire, even if he claims to be from
the people of Paradise.

So Allaah’s statement: “Yes, but whoever submits his face to Allaah while
being a good-doer” represents the pure methodology, of which whoever
follows it will be from the Saved Sect, since the Prophet 4 said: “Those who
are upon what I and my Companions are upon.” This is the condition from
the Sunnah and the ayah is the condition from the Qur’aan. So whoever desires
to enter Paradise, he must submit his face to Allaah (i.e. make his Religion for
Allaah alone), perform his deeds in accordance with the Sunnah and avoid
mnovations and newly-introduced matters for which Allaah has sent no
authority.

3 Reported by Abu Dawood (5/7, no. 4596, 4597), At-Tirmidhee (5/25-26, no. 2645, 2646), and
Ibn Maajah (4/352-353, no. 3991, 3992, 3993). The hadecth was authenticated by At-Tirmidhee
and Al-Albaanee in Saheeh al-Jaami'-us-Sagheer (no. 1082-1083)
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The Thirty-Fifth Aspect: Seeking Nearness
to Allaah by Committing the Prohibited
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[35] They performed their acts of worship while exposing their private
parts, as Allaah says: “And when they committed a vile act (i.e. going
around the Ka’bah in a naked state), they said: ‘We found our
forefathers doing it.”” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 28]

- the explanation -

The people of the Days of Ignorance would perform worship by exposing their
private parts while making Tawaaf (circumambulation around the Ka’bah).
This was because the Devil made it appear to them that whoever was not from
the inhabitants of the Sacred Site (Haram, i.e. Makkah) should not enter the
Haram with the garment that he came to the Haram with, since he had
disobeyed Allaah while wearing them. So if he found anyone from the
inhabitants of Makkah that would give him a (pure) garment to wear and
perform Tawaaf with, then he could take it. But if not, then he had to remove
his garments at the borders of the Haram and enter it naked. This is what the
Devil made appear correct to them. Then when they committed this vile act,
they would say:
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“We found our forefathers doing this and Allaah commanded us to do it.”
[Surah Al-A'raaf: 28]

Look at how Allaah has called the exposing of one’s private parts a “vile act.”
And that (faghishah) is something that has attained a high degree of
detestability. However, many people in this era consider it to be progression
and the civilized way of life!

Then Allaah refuted them by saying;:
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“Say: ‘Verily, Allaah has not ordered vile acts.”” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 28]

Meaning: He did not legislate for His servants to expose their private parts.
Rather, He only prescribed for them to be covered because of what that
contains from remoteness from fitnah (temptation) and the absence of falling
into immoral sins. But they lied upon Allaah and spoke on His behalf without
any knowledge. And so they used two false arguments as proof for what they
were doing, one of which was worse than the other.

First: They said: “We found our forefathers doing it.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 28]

Second: This was worse and more dangerous. They said: “Allaah ordered us
to do this.” So they lied upon Allaah. Allaah refuted them by saying;:
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“Say: ‘Verily, Allaah has not ordered vile acts.” Will you say about Allaah
that which you have no knowledge?” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 28] Speaking about
Allaah without knowledge is a very serious crime.

Then Allaah clarifies what He really has made forbidden, saying: “Say: My
Lord has only forbidden the vile and lewd sins, those which are open ard
those which are hidden...” Al-Fawaahish (vile and lewd sins) is the plural of
Faahishah, and that means an act of disobedience (to Allaah) that is at the
highest degree of detestability. Among these vile and lewd sins is exposing the
private parts, “those which are open” publicly in front of the people, “and
those which are hidden”, i.e. what some people do privately, which is
between them and Allaah.

“And to associate partners with Allaah for which He has sent no authority.”
This means: “...as a proof.” Allaah did not ever send down a proof in support

of the people of Shirk. He only sent down a proof in support of Tawheed. But
as for Shirk, then Allaah has forbidden it.
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“And to speak about Allaah of that which you have no knowledge.” [Surah
Al-A'raaf: 33]

Speaking about Allaah without knowledge is worse than committing Shirk.
An example of this is when they said that Allaah ordered them to expose their
private parts. So this should be a warning to those who say: “This is Halaal
(lawful)” and “This is Haraam (unlawful)” without any proof from the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 4. This is up to the point where
Allaah said:
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“O Children of Aadam! Take your adornment...” i.e. cover your private parts
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“while praying.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 31] i.e. during every prayer. And making
Tawaaf around the Ka’bah falls under this.

The point here is that the people of the Days of Ignorance would seek nearness
to Allaah by exposing their private parts, and they would consider this to be
worshipping Allaah. This is from the vilest of lies and fabrications, and we
seek Allaah’s refuge from that. From this we can derive that exposing the
private parts is absolutely forbidden, unless it is done out of a necessity, such
as necessary medical treatment or for what occurs between two spouses.
Exposing the private parts in other than these two instances is absolutely
forbidden, since it leads to lewd acts and falling into immoral crimes. The
Devil knows that nudity leads to fornication and homosexuality, which is why
he encourages people to expose their private parts, calling it progression,
modernization and civilization! And he calls people away from covering and
from dressing modestly, calling it backwardness, regression and obsolete
traditions.

As for what is being said today about the Hijaab, where some people call away
from it and mock those who abide by it, this is something that is well known to
occur in the newspapers, magazines, gatherings and so on. However, this does
not cause any harm to the people of Faith, so long as they adhere to their
Religion.
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The Thirty-Sixth Aspect: Seeking Nearness to Allaah
by Prohibiting the Lawful and Permitting the Unlawful
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[36] They performed worship by forbidding the lawful, in the same manner
that they worshipped by ascribing partners to Allaah.

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would worship, i.e. seek nearness to Allaah, by forbidding what Allaah
obligated. So, for example, they forbade covering the private parts during
Tawaaf, as was stated previously with the case of the pagan Arabs.

The same goes for the Jews and the Christians. The Christians forbade many of
the lawful good things from themselves, while the Jews made permissible for
themselves that which Allaah had made forbidden, such as usury (ribaa). This
was even though they were forbidden from it and from taking people’s wealth
unjustly. The pagan Arabs made it forbidden to eat certain type of animals and
beasts, such as the buhairah, the saa’ibah, and the waseelah. These were types of
animals that they would call by these names. They would forbid them because
of their idols. But Allaah prohibited the Muslims from doing this, saying:

A AT G cilida 1 g7 )ad 1 650l Lt G
el \L;;%Jm\ux,ai;jy’,;ﬂ

“O you who believe! Do not prohibit those good things that Allaah has
made lawful for you, and do not transgress. Verily, Allaah loves not the
transgressors.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 87] '

A Muslim should not be harsh by forbidding what Allaah has made lawful,
nor should he be lax and permit the unlawful things. Rather, he should be
balanced. So making the lawful forbidden and making the unlawful
permissible is from the religious ways of the Days of Ignorance. It is not
permissible for anyone to make something lawful or unlawful unless it is
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based on some proof from the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of Allaah’s
Messenger. If he considers this to be an act of worship, as was the case with the
Christians in their monasticism or the pagan Arabs when making Tawaaf
around the Ka'bah, then this is performing worship by other than what Allaah
has prescribed, it is worshipping Allaah and seeking nearness to Him by way
of disobeying Him, and it is legislating a religion that He sent no authority for.

So this is a very grave issue. The people of the Days of Ignorance would also
perform worship by committing Shirk, and this is worse. This aspect can be
found past and present. Today, those who make Tawaaf around the graves,
offer sacrifices to them and make oaths to them, claim: “This is seeking
nearness to Allaah.”
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“We only worship them so that they could bring us closer to Allaah.” [Surah
Az-Zumar: 3]
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“These are our intercessors before Allaah.” [Surah Yoonus: 18]
These are statements from the first polytheists and also from those polytheists
of today who ascribe themselves to Islaam. They claim that this is seeking

nearness to Allaah through the intermediary of these righteous people: “So
they are our intercessors and they bring us closer to Allaah.”
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The Thirty-Seventh Aspect: Taking the
Rabbis and Monks as Lords besides Allaah
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[37] They observed worship by taking their rabbis and monks (i.e. learned
people) as lords besides Allaah.**

- the explanation -

Allaah says about the Jews and the Christians:

ol 4l (55 o L) 7y b T 15380
s L) 158t 91 V5t Ly 50 G

“They (Jews and Christians) took their Rabbis and Monks as lords besides
Allaah, as they did with ‘Eesaa, the son of Maryam, when they were only
commanded to worship one God” [Surah At-Tawbah: 31]

The term Ahbaar (Rabbis) refers to scholars, while the term Ruhbaan (monks)
refers to worshippers. So the Jews and the Christians would perform worship
to Allaah by following the rabbis and the monks in matters that were
disobedience to Allaah, such that they made unlawful that which Allaah
permitted and made lawful that which Allaah forbade.

So these individuals obeyed them in that and considered that to be worship.
This was such that they said: “Obeying the scholars is obligatory.” We say
Obeying the scholars is obligatory if they obey Allaah. As for those who
oppose Allaah, then there is no obedience to them. The Prophet # said: “There:
is no obedience to the creation when it involves disobeying the Creator.” This

* Translator’s Note: This point is connected with the last one in that the first point refers to the
learned scholars amongst the People of the Book who made the lawful forbidden and the
forbidden lawful. The next point refers to those amongst the People of the Book that followed
these evil scholars, such that by obeying them in their changing of the commands of Allaah,
they in reality took them as gods besides Allaah. Allaah says: “They (Jews and Christians)
took their Rabbis and Monks as lords besides Allaah...” [Surah At-Tawbah: 31]
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is even the case if they are scholars and worshippers from the most abstentious
of people. As long as they are not upon the truth, it is not permissible for us to
follow them. And whoever follows them while knowing that they permit what
Allaah has forbidden and forbid what Allaah has permitted, then he has taken
them as lords - meaning, he has made them partners besides Allaah. This is
since declaring something lawful or unlawful is the exclusive right of Allaah. It
is not permissible for anyone to declare something lawful or unlawful and to
legislate into the Religion unless he has proof from the Book of Allaah and the
Sunnah of His Messenger #%. Allaah says:
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“And say not concerning that which your tongues put forth falsely: ‘This is
lawful and this is forbidden’ so as to invent lies against Allaah. Verily, those
who invent lies against Allaah will never prosper. A passing brief
enjoyment (will be theirs), but they will have a painful torment.” [Surah An-
Nahl: 116-117]

So we do not obey the scholars unrestrictedly, regardless of whether they are
correct or erroneous. Rather, we follow them when they are correct and avoid
their mistakes when they err. So therefore, we obey he who obeys Allaah and
we disobey he who disobeys Allaah. And we oppose the error of he who errs.
This is the true Religion.

If you are unaware that this scholar whom you have followed is upon error,
then you are excused. But as for the one who says: “If he errs, then his error is
upon him only”, we say: This is not permissible, and it will not benefit you on
the Day of Judgement. They will be held accountable for their actions and you
for your actions. One should not rely on fataawaa (religious verdicts) unless
they are based on evidence from the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger #. So whoever knows that a religious verdict has no evidence to
support it, it is not permissible for him to accept it. On the other hand,
whoever is unaware, he is excused. However, he must try hard to confirm it.
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The Thirty-Eighth Aspect:
Denying Allaah’s Names and Atiributes
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[38] They denied the Attributes (of Allaah), as Allaah says: “But you
thought that Allaah did not know much of what you were doing.”
[Surah Fussilat: 22]

- the explanation -

The word “Attributes” mentioned here refers to the Attributes of Allaah that
He has affirmed for Himself. The meaning of Ilhaad (denial) according to the:
(Arabic) language is: Inclining away from being steadfast upon something.

What is intended here by its usage is inclining away from Allaah’s Attributes,
which includes negating them. So negating Allaah’s Attributes is Ilhaad
(denial), since it is inclining and deviating away from the truth. The people of
the Days of Ignorance would turn away from Allaah’s Attributes, meaning;
they would deny and negate them. The proof for this is Allaah’s statement:
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“And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest your ears and
your eyes and your skins should testify against you. But you thought that
Allaah didn’t know much of what you were doing.” [Surah Fussilat: 22]

They thought that Allaah did not have knowledge of many of their actions. So
by this, they negated the Attribute of knowledge from Allaah. This is the part
of the ayah that is the basis of proof, since Knowledge is one of Allaah’s great
Attributes, as He knows everything. Nothing from the actions of His servants
or anything else is hidden from Him:
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“He knows what is in the heavens and on the earth, and He knows what
you conceal and reveal.” [Surah At-Taghaabun: 4]

He knows all that has happened and what has yet to occur, as well as what
didn’t happen, and if it had, how it would have been. His Knowledge
encompasses and covers everything. So whoever thinks that Allaah is not
aware of some of His actions is a denier of Allaah’s Attributes and negating
the Attribute of Knowledge. Then He says:
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“And that notion of yours, which you thought about your Lord, has brought
you to destruction.” [Surah Fussilat: 23]

This means: This notion of yours has landed you in ruin and destruction.
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“And so you have become from among the losers.” [Surah Fussilat: 23]

This shows that anyone that negates one of Allaah’s Attributes is in close
resemblance to the people of the Days of Ignorance, and promised the most
severe of threats. So based on this, we come to realize that those who negate
Allaah’s Attributes, such as the Jahmiyyah, Mu’atazilah, Ashaa’irah and
Maaturidiyyah, have inherited this vile act from the people of the Days of
Ignorance, and that they are exposed to this severe threat, since they had bad
thoughts about Allaah.

What also falls under Ilhaad (denial) of Allaah’s Attributes is misinterpreting
them and changing them from their correct meaning to a false meaning, as is
the case when “Istiwaa” (Allaah’s Rising) is interpreted as “Istilaa” (Allaah’s
Conquering) or “His Hand” is interpreted to mean “His Ability” and so on.
Ilhaad (denial) also entails tafweed (unrestrictedly delegating) of the meaning of
the Attribute back to Allaah, while rejecting the meaning for it that has been
indicated in the texts mentioned about it.
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The Thirty-Ninth Aspect: Denying Allaah's Names
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[39] They denied Allaah's Names, as Allaah says: “While they disbelieve:
in Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Merciful).” [Surah Ar-Ra’ad: 30]

- the explanation -

The People of the Days of Ignorance would deny Allaah’s Names and
Attributes, by negating them, as can be seen in Allaah’s statement:
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“While they disbelieve in Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Merciful).” [Surah Ar-
Ra’ad: 30]

Ar-Rahmaan is one of Allaah’s Names. The cause for the revelation of this ayai1
was when the Prophet 4 wanted to write a peace treaty between him and the
pagan Arabs at Hudaibiyah. Suhail bin ‘Amr came to him and said: “Here,
write a treaty between us and you.”

The Prophet # called for a scribe and when he came, he #& said: “In the Nam:
of Allaah, Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Merciful), Ar-Raheem (Bestower of
Mercy).” Upon hearing this, Suhail said: “As for Ar-Rahmaan, I swear by
Allaah, I don’t know what that is.” 45

They said: “We do not know of any Rahmaan except for the Rahmaan of
Yamaamah” - meaning Musailimah, since he was known as Rahmaan. So
Allaah revealed His saying:

o b 8 il s )G aa
i a3l K alle A Y)Y ad) Y

“ Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2731-2732)
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“While they disbelieve in Ar-Rahmaan (The Most Merciful). Say: ‘He is my
Lord. There is no deity worthy of worship except Him. In Him I put my
trust, and to Him will be my return (in repentance).” [Surah Ar-Ra’ad: 30]

Also, when the Prophet % was in Makkah, he would pray and supplicate,
saying: “O Allaah! O Rahmaan!” So the pagan Arabs would hear him and say:
“Look at this man - he claims to worship one god, yet he says: O Allaah, O
Rahmaan! He worships two gods!” So Allaah revealed His saying:
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“Say: ‘Supplicate to Allaah or supplicate to Ar-Rahmaan, by whatever Name
you call unto Him (it is the same). To Him belong the Best of Names.”
[Surah Al-Israa: 110]

So Allaah has many Names. The amount of Names He has does not mean that

He is more than One. Rather, it only shows the greatness of the One that
possesses these Names.

The point here is that the pagan Arabs would deny Allaah’s Names. So
whoever amongst the misguided sects negates Allaah’s Names completely,
such as the Jahmiyyah, or negates their meanings yet affirms their wording,
such as the Mu'atazilah, or negates some of His Names while affirming others,
as is the case with the Ashaa’irah, then such a person has inherited his
doctrines from the people of the Days of Ignorance.

Allaah says, in affirmation of His Names:
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“And to Allaah belong the Best of Names, so supplicate to Him with them.”
[Surah Al-A’raaf: 180]

And He says:
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“Allaah - There is no deity that has the right to be worshipped except Him.
To Him belong the Best of Names.” [Surah TaHa: 8]

And He says:
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“To Him belong the Best of Names.” {Surah Al-Hashr: 24]

The Prophet # said (in his supplication): “I ask You by every Name that
belongs to You, which You have named Yourself with or taught to one of
Your creatures or revealed in Your Book or kept exclusively for Yourself in
the Knowledge of the Unseen that is with You.” 46

So Allaah has many Names. Among them are those that He revealed in His
Book - and they are many that can be found in the Qur’aan: Ar-Rahmaan, Ar-
Raheem, Al-’Azeez, Al-Hakeem, Ar-Ra’oof, Al-Ghaffaar, etc.

In the last part of Surah Al-Hashr, Allaah says:
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“He is Allaah of whom there is no deity worthy of worship except Him - the
All-Knower of the Unseen and the Seen. He is Ar-Rahmaan (the Most
Merciful), Ar-Raheem (Bestower of Mercy). He is Allaah of whom there is
no deity worthy of worship except Him - Al-Malik (the King), Al-Quddoos
(the Holy), As-Salaam (One free from all defects), Al-Mu’min (Giver of
Security), Al-Muhaimin (Watcher over His Creatures), Al-‘Azeez (the All-
Mighty), Al-Jabbaar (the Compeller), Al-Mutakabbir (the Supreme). Far

46 Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad (1/391), Al-Haakim (2/189, no. 1920) and Ibn Hibbaan in
his Saheeh (2/160, no. 968). Shaikh Ahmad Shaakir authenticated it (hadeeth no. 3712) as did
Al-Albaanee in as-Saheehah (no. 198)
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removed is Allaah from all that they associate in worship with Him. He is
Allaah - Al-Khaaliq (the Creator), Al-Baari’ (the Inventor), Al-Musawwir
(the Bestower of forms). To Him belong the Best of Names.” [Surah Al-
Hashr: 22-24]

So it is an obligation to believe in Allaah’s Names. The Prophet # said in an
authentic hadeeth: “Verily, to Allaah belong ninety-nine Names, of which
whoever safeguards them will enter Paradise.” 47

The proofs indicating Allaah’s Names are many. So whoever doesn’t believe in
Allaah’s Names, doesn’t believe in Allaah.

7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2736) and Muslim (no. 2677); Translator’s Note: Imaam
Muhammad bin Saalih Al-Uthaimeen (rahimahullaah) said about this hadeeth: “The Names of
Allaah are not confined to a fixed and definite number. This is based on the famous hadeeth: ‘I
ask You, O Allaah, by every one of Your Names by which You have named Yourself or
revealed in Your Book. Or (those which You have) taught to one of Your creatures or
appropriated for Yourself in the knowledge of the Ghaib (Unseen) that is with You.’
Specifying and grasping whatever Allaah has appropriated for Himself in the knowledge of the
Ghaib (Unseen) that is with Him, is impossible to attain. The way to combine between this
hadeeth and the other authentic hadeeth: ‘Verily, to Allaah belong ninety-nine Names of
which whoever safeguards them, will enter Paradise’ is that the meaning of this (latter)
hadeeth is: ‘Verily, from among all the Names of Allaah are ninety-nine Names by which if
someone takes account of them, he will enter Paradise.’ It does not mean that Allaah's names
are restricted to this number (i.e. the number 99). The equivalent of this would be if one were to
say: ‘I have one hundred dollars which I have counted out for the purpose of giving in charity.’
This does not negate that he has other dollars in his possession, which he has counted out for a
purpose other than charity.” [See Sharh Lum 'at-ul-‘Itigaad)
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The Fortieth Aspect: Denial of the Lord
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[40] They committed ta teel (negation of Allaah's Names and Attributes), as
is found in the statement of the followers of Pharaoh.

- the explanation -
The basis for the meaning of ta'teel is: Something missing. It is said: “He ‘“atala
the place” if he is missing from it. And it is said: “An “Aatil woman”, meaning:
A woman void of any jewelry. So tateel means: Something is missing from
another thing.
What is meant by it here is: The existence is void of any creator. This is a
negation of there being a creator for this universe, but rather, that only a
natural occurrence can be found, as they claim.
The head of those who profess ta'teel is Pharaoh, when he said:
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“Q chiefs! I know not that you have a god other than me.” [Surah Al-Qasas:
38]

He said this out of pride and stubborn rejection.
In another ayah, he stated:
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“(Q Hammaan! Build me a tower so that I may reach the ways - The ways of
the heavens so that 1 may look upon the god of Moosaa. But verily, I think
him to be a liar.” [Surah Ghaafir: 36-37]
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“So kindle for me a fire, O Hammaan, to bake (bricks out of) clay, and set up
for me a lofty tower in order that I may look at the god of Moosaa. And
verily I think that he is one of the liars.” [Surah Al-Qasas: 38]

This is ta’teel. People’s inborn natures and intellects are enough to indicate the
falseness of such a statement, since there is no way that creation could exist
without there being a creator (for it). And there could never be an action
without the presence of the one performing the action. Allaah says:
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“Were the created by nothing? Or were they themselves the creators? Or did
they create the heavens and the earth? Nay, but they have no cerainty.”
[Surah At-Toor: 35-36]

They were not able to respond to any of these questions. They did not create
anyone else nor did they create themselves. They did not come into existence
without a Creator. There must be someone that created them. So if there is a
creator, does this mean that they are this creator? Did they create themselves?
Did their idols create any part of the heavens and the earth? Heavens no!
Never! So the intellects of people and their innate natural inclinations are
sufficient to refute such statements.
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The Forty-First Aspect: Describing Allaah with Deficiencies
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[41] They attributed deficiencies to Allaah, such as (Him having) a child,
needs and being tired, while (on the other hand), they would eliminate
some of these deficiencies from their religious leaders (i.e. monks).

- the explanation -

Deficiency is the opposite of perfection. Ascribing deficiencies to Allaah is ar
injustice committed against His Lordship. An example of this is ascribing &
child to Him since the parent is in need of the child and resembles him. The
Jews claim that ‘Uzair is the son of God, the Christians claim that ‘Eesaa is the
son of God, and the pagan Arabs claimed that the angels were the daughters o
God. In spite of this, the Christians hold that their monks and priests mus:
abstain from children and wives since they view this as a deficiency for them
So they don’t remove from Allaah what they remove from their monks!

The same goes for the pagan Arabs - they would despise having daughters but
yet they would ascribe them to Allaah! So they would ascribe to Allaah that
which they hated for themselves and which they considered to be faulty anc.
deficient.

Allaah says:
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“And they ascribe daughters to Allaah - Far removed is He from this - while
ascribing what they wish for themselves.” [Surah An-Nahl: 57]

Among the narrations that have been mentioned in history, there can be founc!
the story of a scholar who once took a message to one of the Roman high
priests. So when he entered in his presence, he asked him: “How are the wife
and children?” This angered those who were present. How can he describe our
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leader with having a wife and children? The scholar then said to them: “You
people free your leader from having any wife or child, but yet you ascribe
these two things to God and don’t free Him from that?!” So by doing this, he
silenced them, refuted them and put them to the utmost shame.
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The Forty-Second Aspect: Ascribing
Partners to Allaah with regard to His Dominion
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[42] They committed shirk in Allaah's sovereignty (mulk), as is found in the
beliefs of the Majoos (Zoroastrianism).

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would commit Shirk in the aspect of Allaah’s Dominion, as was the case with
the Majoos. The Majoos are a group of people from Persia that worship Fire,
saying: “The universe has two creators — darkness and light. The light created
good, while the darkness created evil.” This is why they are called the
Thaanawiyyah (believers in duality). This belief is Shirk (associating partners
with Allaah) in matters of His Lordship.

Part of their beliefs also include: The permissibility of marrying male and
female relatives (mahaarim) and sharing one’s wealth and wives with others.
They don’t hold that one has exclusive ownership rights over anything. Sc
because of this, they share women and wealth amongst each other. This is the
same thing the Communists and Socialists of today are upon.

These are false beliefs that are in opposition to the standard religious practices
and natural inclinations. The creator of the universe is One and Only. He i«
Indivisible and Self-Sufficient. He neither begets nor is He begotten. And there
is no one similar to Him in any manner. And this one true God has permittec|
individual ownership rights and prohibited marriage between male and
female relatives (mahaarim).
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The Forty-Third Aspect: Denying Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree
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[43] They rejected Al-Qadar (Divine Preordainment).*®
- the explanation -

Al-Qadar means: Allaah’s knowledge of something, His ordaining it before it
comes to pass, His writing it in the Preserved Tablet and thereafter, His
creating it. Believing in Al-Qadar is one of the six pillars of Eemaan (Faith).
The Prophet # said: “Eemaan (Faith) is to believe in Allaah, His Angels, His
Books, His Messengers and the Last Day, and (it is) to believe in Al-Qadar
(the Divine Pre-Decree) - the good of it and the bad of it.” 4°

Allaah says:
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“Verily, we have created all things with Qadar (Divine Pre-Decree).” [Surah
Al-Qamar: 49]

Al-Qadar is from the actions of Allaah. Nothing occurs within His dominion
except that He has ordained it and willed it. This is since Allaah knows
everything that has happened and everything that will happen forever and
ever through His infinite knowledge, which He is described with. After that, it
is recorded in the Preserved Tablet. Allaah says:
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“® Translator’s Note: The Prophet 4% said: “Anyone that slaps his cheeks, tears his clothes
and calls with the calls of Jaahiliyyah (The Days of Ignorance) is not from among us.” (Al-
Bukhaaree and Muslim) Thus it was from the calls of the Days of Ignorance to reject Al-Qadar,
since during the Days of Ignorance, people would slap their cheeks and tear their clothes upon
hearing news of misfortune. But Islaam prescribed the belief in 4/-Qadar, which necessitates
observing patience during times of misfortune.

* Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 50) and Muslim (no. 10)
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“No calamity befalls on earth or in your selves except that it is inscribed in

the Preserved Tablet before We bring it into existence.” [Surah Al-Hadeed:
22] Meaning: “Before We create it.”
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“Verily, that is easy for Allaah.” [Surah Al-Hadeed: 22]

The Prophet # said: “And know that what befalls you will never miss you
and what misses you, would never have befallen you.”0 And he # said: “The

pens have lifted and the pages have dried.” 5!

So nothing comes to pass except that it is due to Allaah’s Will. And nothing
occurs except that Allaah has created it.
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“Allaah is the Creator of everything.” [Surah Az-Zumar: 62]

He created good and He created evil, and He ordained good and He ordained
evil. This is what is known as the levels of Faith in Qadar (Divine Pre-Decree):

First: Believing that Allaah knows everything.

Second: Believing that Allaah recorded everything (that will come to pass) in
the Preserved Tablet (Al-Lawhul-Mahfoodh).

Third: Believing that Allaah wills everything that occurs in this existence. So
nothing comes to pass except by His Will.

%0 Reported by Abu Dawood (5/51-52, no. 4699 and 4700) and Ibn Maajah (1/59-60, no. 77)

3! This is a portion of a hadeeth in which the Messenger of Allaah % advised Ibn ‘Abbaas %,
saying: “O young boy. I will indeed teach you some words...” [Reported by Ahmad (1/293)
and authenticated by Shaikh Ahmad Shaakir (no. 2669) and likewise by Al-Albaanee in Saheczh
al-Jaami’ (no. 7957)]
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Fourth: Believing that Allaah created everything and that He is a guardian
over everything.

This is the belief in Al-Qadar. The people of the Days of Ignorance would

reject Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree. The proof for this can be found in three
verses from the Qur’aan, the first of which is in Surah Al-An’aam:
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“Those who take partners (in worship) with Allaah say: ‘If Allaah had
willed, we would not have taken partners (in worship) with Him, nor would

our fathers, and we would not have forbidden anything (against his Will).””
[Surah Al-An’aam: 148]

The second in Surah An-Nahl:
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“And those who associate partners in worship with Allaah, say: ‘If Allaah
had so willed, neither we nor our fathers would have worshipped
something apart from Him, nor would we have forbidden anything without
(a command from) Him.”” [Surah An-Nahl: 35]
And the third is in Surah Az-Zukhruf:
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“They said: ‘If the Most Merciful had willed, we would not have
worshipped them (i.e. idols).”” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 20]

The scholars have interpreted these verses in two ways:
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The First View: What is meant by their saying: “If Allaah had willed” is a
negation of Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree (Qadar). They are saying: “If Allaah
had any power to Will, He would not have left us to do these things.” So their
aim is to deny Al-Qadar and to claim that they are in fact the ones doing these
acts without Allaah willing it. So they negated Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree, and
instead ascribed these actions to themselves and to their free independent will.
This is completely similar to the views of the Mu’atazilah, for they say: “ Allaah
does not have a Will when it comes to disbelief, faith, good and evil. Rather,
these all come about from the actions of His servants.” So the Mu'atazilah hold
the same views as that of the people of the Days of Ignorance.

The Second View: What is meant by their saying: “If Allaah had willed, we
would not have taken partners (in worship) with Him” is that “Allaah is
pleased with these actions of ours, since if He wasn’t pleased with that, he
would not leave us to continue doing them.” According to this statement, they
believe in Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree, however, they use it as proof to justify
their disbelief. In fact, the matter has gone to such levels that they even say:
“This is obedience to Allaah, since Allaah has willed it, and we are obeying
His Will and obeying His Decree.”

So the second view - which is that they would use Al-Qadar as proof to
substantiate their vile actions claiming that Allaah willed them to do that - is
the view of the Jabariyyah, who affirm Al-Qadar but use it to justify their
despicable deeds, while claiming that: “The servant is coerced into doing his
actions.” So they have inherited from the people of the Days of Ignorance with
regard to this issue.

This ayah indicates one of these two meanings - either (1) the negation of Al-

Qadar or (2) an affirmation of it, while using it as proof against Allaah. Sc
Allaah refuted them by saying:
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“Have you any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before Us?” [Surah
Al-An’aam: 148] This means: “What is the proof for what you are claiming --
which is that Allaah didn’t will this disbelief?”

164



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

And according to the second interpretation of the verses, what is your proof
that Allaah is pleased with these actions, this disbelief, this polytheism and
these vile acts? What is your proof that Allaah is pleased with that? Where is
the evidence?
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“Have you any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before Us? Verily,
you follow nothing but conjecture and you do nothing but lie. Say: ‘With
Allaah is the perfect proof and argument. Had He so willed, He would
indeed have guided you all.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 148-149]

Allaah guides whom He wills and misguides whom He wills, based on His
Wisdom. He knows who deserves to be guided and who doesn’t deserve to be
guided. So He doesn’t place guidance except in its correct and proper place.
He refutes their claim by saying that if He were pleased with their actions, He
would not have sent Messengers to condemn Shirk and command towards
Tawheed.
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“And We have indeed sent a Messenger to every nation, saying: ‘Worship
Allaah and avoid the false deities.”” [Surah An-Nahl: 36]

So if He were pleased with false deities being worshipped and content with
disbelief and Shirk - according to your claim - He would not have sent the
messengers to forbid that. This shows that He is not pleased with disbelief,
Shirk, sins or any opposition (to His Commandments). Rather, He hates that
and condemns it.

He also refutes them in Surah Az-Zukhruf, saying:
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“They have no knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing but lie!”
[Surah Az-Zukhruf: 20]

And He says: “Have you any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before
Us?” [Surah Al-An’aam: 148]

So they speak lies on behalf of Allaah, which they have no knowledge of. 1t is
not permissible to speak about these issues except with proof from the
legislation - evidence from the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger %. And one should not rely on his intellect, ideas or personal views
with regard to this matter.
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The Forty-Fourth Aspect: Using Allaah’s
Divine Decree as an Excuse for their Disbelief
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[44] They used Al-Qadar as an excuse (for themselves) against Altaah.
- the explanation -

This means that they would use Al-Qadar as proof that they were excused for
their disbelief and disobedience, since Allaah decreed that for them.

However, Allaah did not leave them any room for excuses. Rather, He gave
them a free choice, ability and a will. And He clarified for them the way to
good and the way to evil, granting them abilities by which they can either do
things or not do things. So they are not coerced into performing actions, as
they claim.

Furthermore, Allaah has clarified that He is not pleased with disbelief for His
servants, as He says:
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“And He is not pleased with disbelief for His servants.” [Surah Az-Zumar: 7]

Even though Allaah decrees and wills something, this does not mean that His
being pleased with that is a requirement for His Divine Decree. This is since
Allaah decrees disbelief, even though He hates it, for the purpose of
differentiating between the people, distinguishing the honest from the
dishonest, and in order to clarify who is the believer from the disbeliever and
who is the hypocrite from the true believer. So Allaah has ordained these
detestable things based on His Wisdom - He did not decree them for no

purpose - and He assigned reward for the actions that they do based on their
own free will.

This is why the insane, the delirious, the one who is coerced and the one
sleeping will not be held accountable, since they have no free will and no
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intellectual capacity. No matter what they do, they will not be held
accountable.

So whoever Allaah has given intellectual capacity and the ability to reason,
and who is not coerced into doing something, he is the one who will be held
accountable. This is since he has committed evil based on his own free will. So
a fornicator commits adultery due to his own free choice. And a person
abandons performing the prayer due to his own free will, even though he has
the ability to get up and pray.

It should also be clarified to the fornicator that fornication is forbidden and

that its consequences are evil. Allaah also prescribed a defined punishment for
fornication (i.e. stoning).

And He sent messengers to forbid Shirk and disbelief. S0 how can they blame
Allaah and use His Divine Pre-Decree as an excuse to justify their sins,
disbelief, polytheism and misguidance? They have no excuse against Allaah
Rather, the proof is against them.
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“Say: ‘With Allaah is the perfect proof and argument.”” [Surah Al-An’aam:
149]

Therefore, it is not permissible to use Allaah’s Divine Decree as an excuse,
unless it is with regard to calamities. So if a calamity befalls you, do not get
anxious. But rather, say: “This is Allaah’s Decree, and He does what He wills.”
Be patient and tolerant. And as for sins, do not use Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree:
as an excuse for committing them. Rather, it is upon the sinful one to repent to
Allaah and to refrain from sins and evil. So using Al-Qadar as an excuse for
committing sins is an act of the Days of Ignorance.
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The Forty-Fifth Aspect: Claiming a Contradiction
between Allaah’s Legislation and His Divine Decree
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[45] They opposed Allaah's Legislation (i.e. commandments) by using His
Divine Preordainment (as an argument).

- the explanation -

This aspect is also related to Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree, since there exists
those who reject Allaah’s Laws using Al-Qadar as an excuse. They say: “How
can Allaah decree disbelief and faith, and then prescribe laws, commandments
and prohibitions for His servants, when there is no benefit in these things since
everything is already pre-ordained and pre-decreed? So therefore, people
should just rely on what has been ordained for them.”

This is the most dangerous of the aspects of the Days of Ignorance, which is
followed by everyone that abides by such a claim, until the Day of Judgement,
such as those who allege that there is a contradiction between Allaah’s
Legislation and Ordainment. This is a false belief since there is no
contradiction at all between Allaah’s Legislation and Ordainment. Allaah has
ordained polytheism, sins and disbelief, but yet made these forbidden. At the
same time, He prescribed faith, steadfastness and righteousness. There is no
contradiction between the two, since the servants are the ones who commit
these acts based on their free choice, desire and will. So the action is attributed
to them, and as a result, they will be punished for their disobedience and
rewarded for their obedience. Even though their actions are ordained by
Allaah, they will only be recompensed for their actions, not for the
ordainment.

The Prophet % clarified this to his Companions once when he said: “There is
not one of you except that his final place is (already) known, whether it will
be in Paradise or the Hellfire.” The Companions said: “O Messenger of
Allaah! Should we not then just rely on what has been ordained for us and
leave off performing deeds?” He #% said: “Continue to perform deeds, for
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everyone will be facilitated towards doing that which will take him to what
place he was created for.” 52 So Allaah revealed His saying:
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“As for him who gives in charity and keeps his duty to Allaah, and believes
in Al-Husnaa (i.e. Paradise), We will make easy for him the path to ease
(goodness). But as for he who is miserly and thinks himself to be self-
sufficient, and denies Al-Husnaa, We will make easy for him the path to
evil.” [Surah Al-Lail: 5-10]

So the servant must perform good deeds on his behalf and stay away from
evil. As for Al-Qadar, then it is Allaah’s secret, and you should not seek after it
since it doesn’t concern you and you will never achieve any result from that.

The following can be summarized from these last (three) aspects: That people
are divided into four categories with regard to Allaah’s Divine Pre-Decree and
Legislation:

The First Category: Those who affirm Allaah’s Decree but negate His
Legislation. They are known as the Jabariyyah.

The Second Category: Those who affirm Allaah’s Legislation but negate His
Decree. They are known as the Qadariyyah.

The Third Category: Those who affirm both Allaah’s Legislation and His
Decree, yet claim that there is a contradiction between the two of them. The
ones who do this are the polytheists.

The Fourth Category: Those who affirm both Allaah’s Legislation and His
Decree, while negating any contradictions from it. They are Ahlus-Sunnah
wal-Jamaa’ah.

*2 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 4945 and 4947) and Muslim (no. 2647)
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The Forly-Sixth Aspect: Attributing Events to Time and Reviling it
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[46] They reviled time as is found in their saying: "There is nothing but
our life of this world. We die and we live, and nothing destroys us
except Ad-Dahr (time).” [Surah Al-Jaathiyah: 24]

- the explanation -

Those who attribute the occurrence of events to time are known as the
Dahriyyah. The reason for this is because if something that they disliked
occurred to them, they would attribute it to time and thus curse time because
of that. However, it is obligatory to attribute the occurrence of events to the
One who created them - i.e. Allaah. Time is just one of Allaah’s many
creations. It doesn’t have any free independent ability to administer affairs.
Allaah has condemned those who link the occurrence of events to time, when
He said:

SRS U BRI Ly Uy &y oAl G L) (o U 1085

“And they say: ‘There is nothing but our life of this world. We die and we
live, and nothing destroys us except time.”” [Surah Al-Jaathiyah: 24]

This is since this is a denial of the Hereafter and of the Resurrection.

“We die and we live” - meaning people come and go. They also say: “The
womb spits out and the earth swallows it up.” And they say: “This is the
natural way of life.”

“And nothing destroys us except time” - They attribute their demise to time.
So according to them, the cause of death is the passage of days and nights.
And they believe that there is no decreed life-spans or that there is an angel
that comes to take the souls at the end of their prescribed time.
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The Prophet # forbade us from reviling time, saying: “Do not revile time, for
indeed Allaah is Time.” 53 This means: “Allaah is the Creator of time and that
whatever happens within time is due to Allaah’s Decree.” It is stated in &
qudsee hadeeth, that Allaah said: “The Son of Aadam has offended Me. He

curses time, when I am Time. In My Hand lies the Command - I control the
night and the day.” >

So if you curse time, you are cursing the One who created time. And this i«
from the things that bring offense to the Lord since the condemnation (of time}
falls back on Him, as He is the One who administers the affairs, decrees
everything’s prescribed span and ordains when calamities will occur, as wel:

as everything else. As for time, it is only made up of intervals created by
Allaah.

So the Muslims must abstain from reviling time. And if some calamity befalls
them, they should hold themselves accountable and acknowledge that it was
because of their sins.
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“And whatever calamity befalls you, it is due to what your (own) hands

have earned.” [Surah Ash-Shooraa: 30] So a person should blame and
condemn himself and he should not blame time.

33 Al-Bukhaaree titled a chapter in his Sakeeh in the Book of Manners called: “Do not revile
Time” in which he quotes this hadeeth. Muslim also reported it (no. 2246/5) and the wording
mentioned here is from his Collection.

3 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 4826, 6181, and 7491) and Muslim (no. 2246)
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The Forty-Seventh Aspect: Denying Allaah's Blessings
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[47] They attributed Allaah's blessings to someone other than Him, as He
says: “They recognize the blessings of Allaah, yet they deny them (by
worshipping others besides Allaah).” [Surah An-Nahl: 83] *°

- the explanation -

Attributing blessings to other than Allaah is considered associating partners
with Allaah (Shirk) and disbelief in Him. And it is from the actions of the
people of the Days of Ignorance, as Allaah says:
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“They recognize the blessing of Allaah and then deny it. And most of them
are disbelievers.” [Surah An-Nahl: 83]

It is said that this ayah means: They recognize the Messenger #% and his
Message, then reject and deny that out of stubbornness and pride, even though
deep down inside, they knew he was the Messenger of Allaah, as Allaah says:
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“We know indeed the grief which their words cause you (O Muhammad). It

is not you that they deny, but rather it is the verses of Allaah that the wrong-
doers deny.” [Surah Al-An'aam: 33]

% Translator’s Note: To ascribe Allaah's blessings to someone other than Him is committing
shirk in His Lordship (Rububiyyah) because Allaah is the One who grants all blessings, as He

says: “And whatever blessing or good thing (that you have), then it is from Allaah.” [Surah
An-Nahl: 53]
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So they acknowledged the blessing that Allaah bestowed by sending His
Messenger # - who represents the greatest blessing that Allaah sent tc
mankind - then they denied and rejected this Messenger! This is one view of
the above ayah’s interpretation.

As for the second view, it is held that it means: They acknowledge the
blessings Allaah bestowed on them, which He mentions in this surah, i.e
Surah An-Nahl, then deny them by attributing them to someone other thar
Allaah. For example, they attribute these blessings to their might and power
and to their labor and earnings, as Qaaroon said:
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“This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.”
[Surah Al-Qasas: 78]

Meaning: I achieved it as a result of my experience, skills and due to what [
earned.

So he denied the blessings Allaah bestowed on him. The same applies to thos:2
other than Qaaroon, for Allaah mentioned that when Allaah sends a blessing
down upon a person he says: “This is mine”, meaning “I deserve it” or “I hav:
a right to it!” So then it is not from Allaah. And he ascribes everything good
that happens to him to himself and doesn’t say: “This is due to Allaah’s
Bounty and Mercy.”
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The Forty-Eighth Aspect:
Disbelieving in Allaah’s Verses in General
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[48] They disbelieved in the ayaat (verses) of Allaah.

- the explanation -

One of the characteristics of the Days of Ignorance was disbelief in the verses
that Allaah revealed to His Messengers in the Torah, Gospel, Psalms, Qur’aan
and other revealed books. Allaah threatened those who do this, by saying;:

elalall Sl ool agd 288 Y Lgdie 157583005 Wlily 1 835 (ol

“Verily, those who deny Our verses and treat them with arrogance, the gates
of heaven will not be opened for them.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 40]

And He says:
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“And those who disbelieve in the ayaat of Allaah and in Meeting Him, it is
they who have no hope for His Mercy.” [Surah Al- Ankaboot: 23]

There are many more verses from the Qur’aan that show that the disbelievers
deny the verses of Allaah and reject them due to their corrupt intellects and
false arguments.

This applies to anyone that disbelieves in even one of Allaah’s verses, as well
as one authentic hadeeth from the Messenger of Allaah #%, since that is also
revelation from Allaah. So anyone that denies some of the authentic ahaadeeth,
as done by some deluded individuals and some of the “educated” when they
do not conform to their ideologies and intellects, as the rationalists do. All of
this falls under disbelief in the verses of Allaah.
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The obligation upon the believer is to believe in Allaah’s verses and to
consider them to be true and act in accordance with what they state since that
is the truth, which falsehood can never overtake:
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“Falsehood cannot approach it whether from before it or behind it - It is
revelation from the Most Wise, the Most-Praiseworthy.” [Surah Fussilat: 42]

This means: No doubts or conjecture can penetrate His verses.

176



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Forty-Ninth Aspect: Disbelieving in Some of Allaah’s Verses
[49] They rejected some of them (these verses).

- the explanation -

The people of the Days of Ignorance varied in their denial of Allaah's ayaat
(verses from the Qur'aan). Among them were those who rejected all of Allaah's
ayaat and didn't believe in any of His revealed Books, as was the case with the
pagan Arabs (at the time of the Prophet %) who didn't believe in the prophets,
both specifically and in general, and more importantly, they didn't believe in
the books revealed from Allaah.

And from among the people of the Days of Ignorance were those who believed
in some parts and disbelieved in other parts, as was the case with the Jews and
the Christians. Whoever believes in some of Allaah's revelation while rejecting
other parts of it is just like one who disbelieves in all of it. Allaah says:
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“So then will you believe in some of the Book and reject some (other parts)
of it? Then what is the recompense of those who do so among you, except
disgrace in the life of this world.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 85]

So they don't believe in anything except for that which conforms to their
desires. As for that which opposes their desires, they reject it. So their belief in
parts of the Book is of no benefit to them so long as they disbelieve in the other
parts of it, even if it is just one ayah or just one word. This "belief" will be of no
use to them.

And among them are those who say that the Qur'aan is created - both its
wording and its meaning. Or they may just say that its words are created and
not it’s meaning, as claimed by the Ashaa'irah. This is a denial of the Qur'aan.
Whoever says that the Qur'aan is created - its wording and meaning - as the
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Jahmiyyah do, or that its wording is created but as for its meaning, then that
comes from Allaah, then this individual has disbelieved.

This is unless the individual is a blind-follower or one who distorts meanings,
for in this case, he would be misguided since the Qur'aan is the Speech of
Allaah - its wording and meaning, as well as its letters and indications. All of it
is the Speech of Allaah. The Speech of Allaah is not just letters without
meanings and neither is it meanings without letters.
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The Fiftieth Aspect: Denying Allaah’s
Revelation of Books to Messengers
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[50] They said: “Allaah did not reveal anything to a human being.”
[Surah Al-An‘aam: 91] *®

- the explanation -

The Jews said:
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“Allaah did not reveal anything to a human being.” [Surah Al-An'aam: 91]

The meaning of this is: A rejection of all of the divinely revealed Messages and
a denial of revelation. What caused them to state such a thing was there
jealousy for Muhammad #. So Allaah refuted them by saying:
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“Say: ‘Who is it then that revealed the Book that Moosaa brought as a light

and guidance for the people.”” [Surah Al-An'aam: 91]

Meaning: If you hold that the Book that is with Moosaa is from Allaah, and
Moosaa is a human being, then why do you say: “Allaah did not reveal
anything to a human being.”

This is a clear contradiction on the part of the Jews, may Allaah’s curse be
upon them, brought about due to jealousy, to the point that they rejected all of

% Translator’s Note: This was the claim of the Jews when the Messenger of Allaah came to
them. But yet it contradicted their own beliefs for they believed in Allaah's revelation to
Moosaa. So Allaah refuted them saying: “They did not estimate Allaah with an estimation
that is due to him.” [Surah Al-An'aam: 91] The following point is connected to this one in that
when the people of the Days of Jaahiliyyah rejected that Allaah revealed anything to a human,
this led them to say that what the Prophet brought to them was only the words of a man.
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the Messengers and all of the revealed Books. All of this was due to (their
hatred and jealousy for) Muhammad and the Qur'aan. We ask Allaah to
protect us!

So look at what jealousy can cause people to do. Similar to this is the statement
of the Jahmiyyah: “The Qur’aan was not revealed from Allaah” and the
statement of those who say: “The Sunnah is not a revelation from Allaah. It is
only the logically deduced judgment (Ijtihaad) of the Messenger.”
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The Fifty-First Aspect: Describing the
Qur'aan as being the Speech of a Human Being
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[51] They said about the Qur'aan: “Verily, this is nothing but the word of

a man.” [Surah Al-Muddaththir: 25]

- the explanation -

From the aspects of the people of the Days of Ignorance was that they would
say that the Qur’aan was the speech of a human being, as was stated by Al-
Waleed bin al-Mugheerah.

The Qur'aan is the speech of Allaah, the Most Exalted. Allaah literally spoke it
and revealed it to His Prophet, Muhammad, through the intermediary of

Jibreel. So it is His true literal speech. In fact, He has even called it His speech
in numerous ayaat of the Qur'aan, such as His statement:

“...s0 that they may hear the Speech of Allaah (i.e. the Qur’aan).” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 6]

And His statement:
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“They desire to change the Speech of Allaah...” [Surah Al-Fat’h: 15]

This is the Creed of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah and the followers of the
Messenger #.

The pagan Arabs at the time of the Prophet 4 knew it was the words of Allaah
and that it was not the words of Muhammad. This is since if it were the words
of Muhammad #, they would be able to bring some speech similar to it since
Muhammad # was a human being like them. So if the Qur'aan was his speech,
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they would have the ability to reproduce it. But Allaah put forth a challenge to
them - to produce speech similar to it, or ten chapters like it, or even just one
chapter like it. But they were not able to produce any of that in spite of their
disbelief, rejection and eagerness to oppose Allaah and His Messenger #. So if
they had the ability to bring forth one chapter like it, they would not have
delayed in doing it. However, they were unable to do that. This proves that it
is in fact the words of Allaah and not the words of someone else. It is not the
speech of Jibreel or the speech of Muhammad. Rather, it is the Speech of
Allaah, and Jibreel and Muhammad were only the conveyors of this speech
from Allaah through a trust. Speech is attributed to the one who states it
initially not to the ones who convey it and transmit it.

However, the disbelievers were arrogant. At times, they said the Qur'aan was
magic, and at other times they said that Muhammad # learned it from the
Christian and Jewish scholars. Their claims are numerous and vary, all of
which indicate that they are lies and fabrications.

So whoever believes that the Qur'aan is the speech of Muhammad or that it is
the speech of a human being, these views of his are the views of the people of
the Days of Ignorance. Such views are held by the Jahmiyyah and the
Mu’atazilah and those similar to them who claim that the Qur'aan is not the
Speech of Allaah but rather something that Allaah created in Jibreel or in
Muhammad or in the Preserved Tablet, or any other of their false claims that
fall under the views of the people of the Days of Ignorance.
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The Fifty-Second Aspect:
Negating Wisdom from Allaah's Actions
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[52] They attacked the wisdom of Allaah, the Most High.

- the explanation -

Allaah has characterized Himself with (the Attribute of) wisdom and
described Himself as being the All-Wise (Al-Hakeem). The meaning of
wisdom (hikmah) is to put something in its proper place. So the wise one
(hakeem) is therefore one who puts things in their proper places that befit them.

Allaah has characterized Himself with wisdom and described Himself as being
the All-Wise (Al-Hakeem). The Name “Al-Hakeem” means: The One with
infinite wisdom. This is the same case with the creation - everything that was
created (by Allaah) is based on wisdom. Allaah did not create anything except
due to some wisdom. He did not create something without any purpose. He
created all the levels of heavens and the levels of earth due to some wisdom.
He created the trees and the oceans and life itself due to some wisdom. He
created the mountains and the worlds of the jinn, mankind, animals and
insects - all of this based on this wisdom:.

If you were to reflect on the perfect nature of each created being and the effects
that they produce, you would come to realize Allaah’s wisdom, and the fact

that the One who created these things is the All-Wise, possessing profound
and infinite wisdom.
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“Our Lord is He who has given each thing its form and nature, then guided
it aright.” [Surah TaHa: 50]

And He says:
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“And We did not create the heaven and the earth and all that is between
them for no purpose! That is the assumption of those who disbelieve. So
woe unto those who disbelieve - from the Hellfire!” [Surah Saad: 27]

Allaah has the most wisdom with regard to what He has created, and He is the
Most-Wise with regard to what He orders, forbids and legislates. He does not
forbid anything except that it has either pure or overwhelming harm in it. Nor
does He order anything except that it has either pure or overwhelming benefit:
in it.

From Allaah’s wisdom is that He will judge all of His creatures and hold them
accountable for their actions.

So He will reward the good-doer for the good he does and He will punish the
evil-doer for the evil he committs. He will not leave anyone without
recompense. If everyone were to do deeds and then not be held accountable

and recompensed for them, this would be in opposition to wisdom. This is
why Allaah says:

el U0 Wy (a1 LU GalA

“And We did not create the heaven and the earth and all that is between
them for fun.” [Surah Al-Anbiyaa: 16]

And He says:
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“And We did not create the heaven and the earth and all that is between
them for no purpose. That is the assumption of those who disbelieve. So
woe unto those who disbelieve - from the Hellfire!” [Surah Saad: 27]

And He says, whilst refuting those who deny the Resurrection:
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“Do you think that We created you for no reason and that you would not
return to Us?” [Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 115]

And He says:
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“Does mankind think that they will be left neglected?” [Surah Al-Qiyaamah:
36]

This means: He will not be ordered or forbidden or held accountable for his
actions.

The people of the Days of Ignorance reject the fact that Allaah has placed
wisdom in His Creation and Command. Similarly, the Mu’atazilah and the
Ashaa’irah deny that there is any Wisdom in Allaah’s actions. The Ashaa’irah
claim that Allaah does not do things based on wisdom, but rather that it is
only due to His willing it and not due to wisdom. This is since, according to
them, the meaning of wisdom is to work towards achieving a goal, and Allaah
is free and far removed from any goals. And (according to them), it is also
because wisdom will influence Him and so their creation will be based on this
purpose, whereas Allaah does what He wills, based on His Will and Desire
only, not based on Wisdom.

So because of this, they negate wisdom from having any part in Allaah’s
actions and legislation, since according to their perception - they are removing
Allaah from having any goals and ambitions. This is why they say: “It is
possible for Allaah to command towards disbelief, sinfulness and disobedience
and to forbid obedience, the establishment of prayer, maintaining family ties,
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and doing good deeds, since this can be traced back to His Will. So it is
possible for Him to order evil and forbid good, since He does whatever He
wills.”

We respond to them, by saying: “Yes, He does what He wills. However, He
does not do anything except that it is based on Wisdom.”

They also say: “It's possible that Allaah can admit a disbeliever into Paradise
and that He can admit a believer into the Hellfire, since this affair goes back to
Him, so He is not controlled by reasons.”

We say: This speech is falsehood and is not befitting the wisdom of Allaah, for
Allaah says:
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“Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous deeds as troublemakers
on earth? Or shall We treat the pious as criminals?” [Surah Saad: 28]

And He says:
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“Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with
those who believe and do righteous deeds in their present life and after their

death? Worst is the judgement that they make.” [Surah Al-Jaathiyah: 21]

So those people who make such statements are in fact attributing Allaah with
evil and oppression. May Allaah be far removed from that!

So this is the belief of the people of the Days of Ignorance as well as those who

deny Allaah’s Wisdom, such as the Ash’arees and their likes, and we asi
Allaah for His protection.
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The Fifty-Third Aspect: Employing
Schemes to Nullify Allaah’s Legislation

td AR Ju sl 4y cslale ada B Akl g 3 AWl Jadl Jles)
g da g ) gl gL'SSI\dAiQ.A:\.i.‘:&CJGJ] il gdy ([ab) Sy )9 Say]
[oual Vg isly

[53] They employed different tactics — both hidden and apparent — to repel
what the messengers came with. This is as is found in His saying: “And
they (disbelievers) plotted, while Allaah (too) plotted.” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 54]

And His saying: “And a party of the people of the Scripture says:
‘Believe in the morning in that which is revealed to the believers, and
reject it at the end of the day, so that they may turn back.’” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 72]

- the explanation -

From the actions of the People of the Days of Ignorance from the People of the
Scripture and non-People of the Scripture was their employing of tricks and
tactics to change Allaah’s Legislation in order to absolve themselves from it
and transmit their disbelief and misguidance. This is since they are not able to
be frank and forthright, so they seek refuge in subtle and deceptive schemes.
An example of this is Allaah’s statement about them:
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“They plotted and Allaah too plotted. And Allaah is the best of plotters.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 54]

Makr (trickery) means: Attaining something undesired through subtle (and
hidden) means. When the Jews intended to kill ‘Eesaa bin Maryam - since it
was their custom to murder prophets - they went to a disbelieving, idol-
worshipping king and said to him: ”“This man will change your rule if you
leave him alone.” So this king sent a group of people to kill ‘Eesaa, and they
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entered the area where he was with the intention of killing him. However,
Allaah too put forth a scheme to save His Prophet and placed his appearance
into a man from among his followers who volunteered for that purpose.
hoping for reward from Allaah. This was such that he appeared to be ‘Eesaa.
So they seized him, killed him and crucified him upon wood, all the while
thinking that it was the Messiah. Instead, Allaah raised up the Messiah from:
amongst them to Him without them being aware of it. This is why Allaah says
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“And they killed him not nor did they crucify him, but rather his

resemblance (i.e. of “‘Eesaa) was put in another man (and they killed that

person).” [Surah An-Nisaa: 157]

This is what is meant by Allaah’s statement:
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“They plotted and Allaah too plotted. And Allaah is the best of plotters.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 54}
So Allaah implements His plots and schemes for the purpose of retaliating an:
recompensing, but it is all just and well-deserved on His part, contrary to the
plotting of the creation, which is oppressive, since it is done wrongly.

Allaah says:
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“And a party from the People of the Scripture says: ‘Believe in the morning
in that which is revealed to the believers (i.e. Muslims), and reject it at the

end of the day, so that they may turn back.”” [Surah Aali 'Imraan: 72}

This was from the plots and schemes of the Jews also. When the Prophet £
migrated to Madeenah and Allaah’s Command became apparent, and victory
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was achieved over the pagan Arabs at the battle of Badr, and when the Jews
were unable to prevent the people from the religion of Muhammad, they
resorted to employing tactics and schemes. So a group amongst them said:
“Accept Islaam at the beginning of the day, then when it becomes the end of
the day, apostate from Islaam. And say: ‘We did not find the Religion of
Muhammad to be suitable” so that the people will follow you since you are
People of the Scripture.”” And they said: “If it were not that they didn’t find
the Religion of Muhammad to be suitable, they would not have come out from
it, so they will follow you in that.”

Allaah exposed their error, saying;:
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“And a party from the People of the Scripture says: ‘Believe in the morning
in that which is revealed to the believers (i.e. Muslims)...”” [Surah Aali
‘Imraan: 72]

“In the morning” means in the first part of the day. Everyone that resorts to
employing schemes and tricks in order to change the Legislation of Allaah and
cause harm to His allies is upon the way of the People of the Days of
Ignorance. Furthermore, everyone that goes along with the people of the
Sunnah and Tawheed for the purpose of achieving one his worldly goals, then
he is also upon the way of the People of the Days of Ignorance.
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The Fifty-Fourth Aspect: Agreeing
with the Truth as a Means to Repel it
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[54] They agreed with the truth in order to find a way to repel it, as Allaah
has stated in the afore-mentioned verse.

- the explanation -

From that which the People of the Days of Ignorance are upon is: Agreeing
with the truth, not because they are content with it, but rather to find a way to
eventually repel it. This is like what happened with the Jews in their statement:
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“Believe in the morning in that which is revealed to the believers (i.e.
Muslims), and reject it at the end of the day, so that they may turn back.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 72]

The explanation of this has already been mentioned (in the previous chapter).
This type of scheming will not cease to affect the Muslims from those enemies
who infiltrate their ranks. Outwardly, they show that they accept the truth, but
inwardly, they intend to change Islaam and corrupt the Religion. This
happened during the time of the Prophet % and will continue to occur up to
this time of ours, and until Allaah wills. People from among the enemies cf
Islaam will infiltrate and outwardly manifest Islaam in order to corrupt it,
spread doubts amongst the Muslims, cause divisions, and place enmity
between the Muslims, by splitting them up into groups and parties. This is
from the evil plotting and scheming of the enemies (of Islaam).

So it is binding upon the Muslims to beware of this vile and despicable form cf
scheming, and to not put their trust into everything that comes and goes.
Rather, they must examine people earnestly and test them precisely. So if they
are true in what they are upon, you may give them your trust.
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The Fifty-Fifth Aspect: Fanatical Attachment
to what they are upon from Falsehood
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[55] They held fanaticism for a particular madh-hab (i.e. belief, school of
thought), as is found in His saying concerning that (quoting from the
disbelievers): “And do not believe (in anyone), except he who follows
your religion (way of thinking).” [Surah Aali ‘lmraan: 73]

- the explanation -

The detested form of fanatical attachment (ta’assub) to something is when one
holds tight onto it even though he knows that it is false.

From the characteristics of the People of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would hold fanatical attachment to false views. This is why the Jews said:
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“Do not believe in anyone except for those who follow your Religion.”
[Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 73]

And in another ayah, they said:
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“We will (only) believe in what was revealed to us.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 91]
Meaning: They will only believe in their prophets. However, it is obligatory for
them to believe in what Allaah revealed to their prophets as well as what He

revealed to other prophets. In spite of this, they didn’t even believe in what
Allaah revealed to their own prophets! This is why Allaah said (to them):
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“So why then do you kill the prophets of Allaah?” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 91]

Meaning: Is it mentioned anywhere in what Allaah has revealed to you that
you should kill the prophets, as you are doing?

Another example of this is the fanatical attachment that the followers of madh-
habs hold for their particular madh-hab views, which are not substantiated by
proof. The obligation upon all of the Muslims, in general, and amongst the
students of knowledge, (specifically), is to follow the truth, regardless if it is
found in their madh-hab or in the madh-hab of someone else. We should not
accept everything that is contained in a madh-hab, whether wrong or righi.
Rather, we must take what is correct and leave off what is error.eous.

So for example, if you adhere to the Hanbalee madh-hab and you see that the
correct position on a (Figh) issue is found in the Maalikee madh-hab or thz
Hanafee madh-hab or with Ash-Shaafi’ee, then you should take the opinion cf
the Maalikee or the Hanafee or the Shaafi’ee madh-hab, even if it opposes your
madh-hab. This is since your ultimate goal is to attain the truth and
consideration is only given to that which is established by way of proofs and
evidences.

This is what is obligatory. But this is only if you are from the people of
knowledge. So if you are not from the people of knowledge, then you must ask
the trustworthy people of knowledge and adhere to the religious ruling they
give you. This is the correct way. But as for being fanatically biased towarcis
(all the views of) one madh-hab regardless of whether it is true or false, this is
from the ways of the people of the Days of Ignorance, as Allaah mentioned
about the Jews.
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The Fifty-Sixth Aspect: Calling Tawheed Shirk
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[56] They labeled the aspect of following Islaam as being a form of Shirk
(association of partners in the worship of Allaah). This has been mentioned
by Allaah in His saying: “It is not possible for a human being that Allaah
give him the Book, the rule and the prophethood and then he (turns
around after that) saying to the people: ‘Be my worshippers, rather
than Allaah's.” On the contrary, (he would say): '‘Be you Rabanniyoon
(learned religious men) because of your having taught and studied
the Book.' Nor would he order you to take angels and prophets as
lords (i.e. gods). Would He order you to disbelieve after you have
submitted to Allaah's Will?” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 79-80]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would call Tawheed (Monotheism) and following the truth Shirk (polytheism).
This is turning the truth upside down - to call Tawheed Shirk. And this is due
to their backward nature.

The above ayah was revealed because of a delegation of Christians from
Najraan that came to the Prophet % in order to negotiate with him. So they
entered in his presence in the masjid and began to negotiate with him. The
Prophet # presented them with the opportunity to enter into Islaam and
explained to them that all of the prophets had made the covenant that if
Muhammad # were to come while one of them were living, he would have to
follow him #. So upon hearing this, one member of the delegation said: “Do
you want us to worship you, Muhammad?”

So they called following the truth Shirk and considered it to be worshipping
the Prophet! This is why Allaah said:
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“It is not possible for a human being that Allaah give him the Book, the rule
and the prophethood and then he (turns around after that) saying to the
people: ‘Be my worshippers, rather than Allaah's...”” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 79]

This is since the prophets came with Tawheed - they did come to impose
Shirk. They did not come to call the people to worship them - no way, never!
Rather, they came to reject and oppose all of that. However, it is only those
individuals, due to their fanaticism, that make such a statement. So Allaah
revealed this ayah in order to refute them.

And how close in resemblance is tonight to last night, for there are peop.e
today that call sincere worship to only Allaah disbelief and abandonment of
the religion, not to mention Shirk! And they say: “Worshipping the graves is
Tawheed and Islaam because it is seeking a means to Allaah through righteous
people, while having love for them (at the same time). According to thera,
anyone that doesn’t worship the Prophet and seek his assistance is someone
who hates him # and is disrespectful toward him! This is similar to what the
Christians of Najraan said about following the Messenger % - that it was
worshipping him. So this is an extension from the views of the people of the
Days of Ignorance. All of them would call the truth falsehood and the
falsehood truth. We seek refuge in Allaah from this!

Likewise, the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’atazilah called affirming Allaal’s
Attributes Shirk.
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The Fifty-Seventh and Fifty-Eighth Aspect: Distorting
the Words and Twisting the Meanings of Allaah’s Book
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[67]1 They distorted (Allaah’s) words from their original state (i.e.
meanings).

[58] They twisted (the meanings of) the words found in the Book.
- the explanation -

Distorting words from their original state means: Altering its letters or
changing its meaning. One of the despicable characteristics of the People of the
Scripture is that they would distort words from their original state either by
altering their letters or by changing their meanings, such as by interpreting
them incorrectly.

So everyone that distorts the Words of Allaah is following the way of the
People of the Days of Ignorance. All of the people of falsehood and those who
oppose Islaam, such as the deviant sects that ascribe themselves to this religion
- all of them distort the texts in order to conform them to their goals and
beliefs - regardless of whether they distort their wording or their meanings,
interpreting them by other than their correct understanding. This act is
inherited from the People of the Days of Ignorance.

It is obligatory to believe in what Allaah has revealed - its words as well as its
meanings - and to act upon what that mandates, without altering or distorting
it. This is what is obligatory, regardless of whether that conforms to your
desires and wishes or not.

Today, the people with vile ideologies and false beliefs twist the texts that
have been authentically reported on the Prophet % and interpret them with
incorrect meanings when they are unable to refute and deny them. This is one
of the ways of the People of the Days of Ignorance, namely the Jews. It is an
obligation upon the believer to honor and respect the Book of Allaah and the
Sunnah of His Messenger # by believing in them - their words as well as their
meanings - according to the way that Allaah and His Messenger have
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intended them. And he must not distort the texts from their correct meanings
nor should he alter their wording from the way they were revealed, by adding
or subtracting letters from them or submerging them in falsehood.
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The Fifty-Ninth Aspect: Giving the
People of Truth Horrendous Nicknames
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[59] They labeled the people of guidance with vile names such as “Saabi”
(one who apostates from the truth) and “Hashawee” (one without any
benefit in his speech).

- the explanation -

From the ways and methods of the People of the Days of Ignorance is: that
they would scorn and ridicule the people of guidance, by calling them awful
and repulsive names. For example, they would call them Saabi’ah. A Saabi’
(singular of Saabi’ah) is someone who has extracted himself from the Religion.
So they would call the people of truth Saabi’ah, or ones who left the fold of
truth, because the truth according to them was that which they were already
upon from disbelief and misguidance.

So whoever followed the Messenger % was a Saabi’, or one who abandoned
their customs, habits, beliefs, systems and that which they found their
forefathers upon. They would also call him a Hashawee. This word comes from
Hashw, which means something that no benefit could be derived from. And
Hashw speech means: Speech in which there is no benefit.

They also call them such names as Sat’hiyeen (superficial), Muta’akkhireen

(backward), Jaamideen (inorganic), and so on. But these names do not harm the
people of truth. The people of Nooh said:
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“And we don’t see anyone following you except the lowest amongst us.
(And) they followed you without thinking.” [Surah Hood: 27]

Meaning: They were Sat’hiyoon - they did not have any reasoning. “They

followed you without thinking clearly. As for the intellectuals and those who
have composure, they did not follow you.”
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The Sixtieth and Sixty-First Aspect:
Fabricating Lies against Allaah and Denying the Truth
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[60] They fabricated lies upon Allaah.
[61] They disbelieved in the truth.
- the explanation -
Inventing lies against Allaah and against the Messenger of Allaah % and
denying the truth is from the ways of the People of the Days of Ignorance. An

example of this is what they would say when they would make Tawaaf
around the Ka’bah while being naked:
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“We found our forefathers doing it and Allaah commanded us to do this.”
[Surah Al-A’raaf: 28] This is lying upon Allaah.
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“And who is worse than he who invents lies against Allaah.” [Surah Al-
An’aam: 21]
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“And they state lies against Allaah knowingly.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 78]
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“Verily, only those who disbelieve in Allaah’s verses are the ones who
invent lies. And they are the liars.” [Surah An-Nahl: 105]
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“And say not concerning that which your tongues put forth falsely: “This is
lawful and this is forbidden’ so as to invent lies against Allaah. Verily, those
who invent lies against Allaah will never prosper.” [Surah An-Nahl: 116]

The same goes for those who invent lies against the Messenger of Allaah #% -
that such and such ahaadeeth were reported on him # when they are in fact
fabrications. And furthermore, anyone that narrates these ahaadeeth without
confirming and verifying their authenticity becomes himself one of the liars.
This is why it is stated in an authentic hadeeth that the Prophet % said:
“Whoever narrates a hadeeth from me while knowing that it is a lie, he is
one of the liars.” 7

This is from the ways of the People of the Days of Ignorance - that they invent
lies against Allaah. This was such that they claimed that Allaah ordered them
to uncover their private parts during Tawaaf. On the other hand, they forbid
what Allaah made permissible, claiming that Allaah prescribed this for them.
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“And those who associate partners in worship with Allaah say: ‘If Allaah
had so willed, neither we nor our fathers would have worshipped

something apart from Him, nor would we have forbidden anything without
(a command from) Him.”” [Surah An-Nahl: 35]
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“And if Allaah had willed, we would not have associated partners in
worship with Him.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 148]

7 Reported by Muslim in the Introduction to his Saheeh, Chapter: “The Obligation of Narrating
from the Trustworthy, while Abandoning the Liars, and a Warning against Lying on the
Messenger of Allaah” (no. 1)
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“If the Most Merciful had willed, we would not have worshipped them (i.e.
false gods).” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 20]

All of this is lying upon Allaah, since Allaah sent the Messengers to reject what
they were upon.

So in summary: Attributing lies to Allaah and His Messenger # is from the
ways of the People of the Days of Ignorance. So it is upon the Muslim to
beware of this despicable act. And even though one doesn’t lie directly upon
Allaah, he should also not seek after reporting things from Allaah and His
Messenger nor should he eagerly pursue fataawaa. This is since if what he
conveys is erroneous, and he fails to verify it, but then spreads it amongst the
people, he would then be one of the liars. And he would be causing harm to
the people through this thing that he conveyed to them and spread amongst
them.

It is an obligation upon us to not convey or report fabricated and untru:
ahaadeeth. Rather, they should be contained and restricted. The speakers and
callers should verify and confirm what they are conveying from Allaah and
His Messenger. The same applies to issues of Halaal (Lawful) and Haraan:
(Unlawful) and issuing legal verdicts (fataawaa) - they must first verify and be
well-grounded in those matters and not hasten in them. This is since making
an error in these matters is like speaking about Allaah without knowledge.
This also applies to denying the truth that has been confirmed from Allaah and
His Messenger. This is no worse of a crime than that of lying upon Allaah and
His Messenger, as Allaah says:
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“So who is worse than he who lies upon Allaah and disbelieves in the truth
when it comes to him.” [Surah Az-Zumar: 32]

The reason for this is because if the truth does not conform to his desires, he

tries to reject it by denying it and casting doubts about it, as is commonly done
by the people of desires.
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The Sixty-Second Aspect: Inciting
the Kings against the People of Truth
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[62] They held the condition that, whenever overcome by established proof
(against them), they fled to complain to the king (or ruler), as Allaah says:
"The chiefs of the people of Pharaoh said (to Pharaoh): 'Will you leave
Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land?'" [Surah Al-
A'raaf: 127]

- the explanation -

From the aspects of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that when they
would be overwhelmed by evidences and arguments, they would resort to
complaining to the ruler. What is meant by “overwhelmed by evidences” is
that the proof would be established against them concerning the falsehood
they were upon, and they would have no proof they could use to withstand
against the truth. So they sought refuge in using force in order to repel those
that established the truth (against them), as Pharaoh said to Moosaa:
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“If you choose a god besides me, I will certainly put you among the
prisoners.” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa: 29]

When he saw that he had no more proofs with him by which he could refute
the prophet of Allaah, he sought assistance in the power of authority, saying:
“I will certainly put you among the prisoners.”

This is the custom of those who have been defeated. The same applies to the
people of Pharaoh, i.e. his followers, when Moosaa defeated them at the great
gathering that they had organized in which Pharaoh had summoned the
sorcerers from the east and the west in order to nullify the signs Moosaa
brought, since he thought Moosaa was a sorcerer. So he gathered together the
sorcerers and requested Moosaa to schedule a date for the purpose of
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displaying (to the people) what Moosaa had and what the sorcerers had. This
was so that he could falsely present to the people that he possessed that which
would equal what Moosaa had with him of miracles.

So when the time came for the scheduled meeting, the people gathered to
witness what would happen and the sorcerers put forth what spells they had,
filling the valley with their magic and their staffs and nooses, which they had
loaded with mercury and other substances that would cause them to move as
if they were serpents. By this, they intended to imitate the miracle that Moosaa
had performed, which was the serpent that came from the staff he had. So they
brought with them great forms of magic, as Allaah informs us. This was such
that even Moosaa grew fearful:
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“So Moosaa felt fear in himself.” [Surah TaHa: 67]

He was afraid that these sorcerers would deceive the people. He was confident
of what he had and confident of Allaah’s assistance. However, he feared that
they would deceive the people since, as Allaah informs us, they came with
great forms of magic:
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“And they displayed a great form of magic.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 116]

Allaah then commanded Moosaa to throw his staff. So he threw it on the
ground and it turned into a giant snake, which swallowed up all of the
“serpents” they had thrown down. This was such that the people feared that
the giant snake would devour them next, so they invoked Moosaa to withhold
it from them since they feared that it would reach them. At this point:
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“The truth was confirmed and all that they used to do was nullified. So they
were defeated there and returned disgraced. And the sorcerers fell down in
prostration, saying: ‘We believe in the Lord of all that exists ~ the Lord of
Moosaa and the Lord of Haaroon.”” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 118-122]

They said this because, at this point, they realized that what Moosaa had was
not magic. When the sorcerers believed in Allaah and fell in prostration to
Him, Pharaoh threatened to kill them and crucify them. So he ended up killing
all those sorcerers that believed in Allaah and turned to Him in repentance,
and crucified them.

Then the followers of Pharaoh turned to the Tribe of Israa’eel that believed in
Moosaa and said to Pharaoh:
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“Will you leave Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land and
to abandon you and your gods?’ He said: ‘We will kill their sons and let
their women live. And we have indeed unstoppable power over them.’
Moosaa said to his people: ‘Seek assistance in Allaah and be patient. Verily,
the earth belongs to Allaah - He lets inherit it whom He wills of His
servants. And the (good final) end is for those who have Taqwaa.”” [Surah
Al-A’raaf: 127-128]

The point from this story is that the followers of Pharaoh requested him to
resort to the use of power, complaining to him so that he could suppress this
truth and this belief. This is the same thing that is done by those similar to
them in every era and every location.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Sixty-Third, Sixty-Fourth, Sixty-Fifth, Sixty-Sixth, and
Sixty-Seventh Aspects: Accusing the People of Truth
with that which they are Free from
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[63] They accused them (i.e. the prophets who refuted them) of causing
mischief in the land, as is stated in the (previous) verse.
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[64] They accused them of defaming and belittling the religion of the king
(or ruler), as Allaah says: “The chiefs of Pharaoh's people said: "Will
you leave Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land and
to abandon you and your gods." [Surah Al- A'raaf: 127] And He says
(quoting Pharaoh): “Verily, | fear that he will change your religion.”
[Surah Ghaafir; 26] >
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[65] They accused them of defaming and belittling the (false) gods of tha
king, as is stated in the (previous) verse.

O o) aSia Jaw o AT ] sl 08 LS ctpall Jaadin aal) agaa
[aluddll a9 A ek
[66] They accused them of changing the Religion, as Allaah says: “Verily,

| fear that he will change your religion or that mischief and evil will
spread throughout the land.” [Surah Ghaafir: 26]

*® Translator’s Note: This was what Pharach told his people when Moosaa came to him wilh
the truth from his Lord. Thus he wamed them from him, accusing him of wanting to change the
religion that their ruler was upon.

204



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”
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[67] They accused them of defaming and belitting the king (ruler), as
Allaah says: “The chiefs of Pharaoh's people said: ‘Will you leave
Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land and to abandon
you and your gods.’” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 127]

- the explanation -

From the methods of the people of the Days of Ignorance, also, is that they
would not be content with just complaining to the authorities and seeking
revenge, but rather they would also describe the people of Faith as being
troublemakers in the land, as the people said to Pharaoh:
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“Will you leave Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land?”
[Surah Al-A’raaf: 127]

They called rectification mischief. But the truth is the opposite of this. Eemaan
and Tawheed rectify the land, while disbelief, disobedience to Allaah, sins,
oppression and transgression spread mischief in the land. So that which
Moosaa and his people were upon was rectification, and that which Pharaoh
and his people were upon was mischief. However, they reversed this, calling
rectification mischief. This is always the way of the disbelievers, polytheists
and hypocrites. They call the rectifiers - those who call to Allaah with
knowledge, the believers who call to Monotheism and sincerity in worship -
they call them mischief-makers in the land.

This is something that will always remain amongst the people until the Day of
Judgement. The people of disbelief, oppression and transgression call the
rectifiers troublemakers. This is something that has been passed down from
the first generations - from the time of Pharaoh and his followers. But this
does not harm the people of Faith, nor does it harm the people of rectification,
even if they are called whatever nicknames they are given. How many times
have the people of truth and the callers to Allaah been labeled with repulsive
names? Imaam Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab was called vile names - that
he was a Khaarijee and that he wanted to change the people’s beliefs and
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

declare them disbelievers, and so on and so forth. All of these accusations, lies
and evils can be found in their books. This is the stance they take with anyone
that tries to bring about rectification.

As for their accusing them of belittling the religion of the king, then it is a3
Allaah says:

AT (e LI (50 T5h T e B U8
STy &3y s, 3 T il

“The chiefs of Pharaoh's people said: 'Will you leave Moosaa and his people
to spread mischief in the land and to abandon you and your gods.”" [Surah
Al- A’raaf: 127]

And He says (quoting Pharaoh):
R PR
“Verily, I fear that he will change your religion.” [Surah Ghaafir: 26]

That which the people of the Days of Ignorance and those who resemble thein
are upon is provoking the authorities to go against the believers and those wtio
call to Allaah based on clear insight and a pure methodology. They do this by
claiming that they are causing trouble for the authorities, their religion ard
their politics when they advise them and guide them to that which will bring
about rectification for them and their ruler.

Allaah informs us that the followers of Pharaoh would go to him and slander
Moosaa, just because he would call them to worship Allaah alone without any
partners. And this was a call to his own rectification as well as the rectification
of his kingdom and subjects. They would tell Pharaoh: “These individuals will
corrupt the people against you, so you will no longer have any lordship or
divinity over them. They will turn the people from worshipping you to
worshipping Allaah.”
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

They only did this to instigate Pharaoh by making him believe that if he left
these individuals (i.e. Moosaa and his followers) alone, they would turn the
people away from worshipping him, since he said to them:
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“I am your lord, most high.” [Surah An-Naazi'aat: 24]

And in another ayah, Allaah says: (quoting from Pharaoh that he said):
S Al e K e
“I am not aware of you having a god besides me.” [Surah Al-Qasas: 38]

So they interpreted the Call of the messengers as being mischief in the land,
and disbelief as being rectification. But this is the opposite of the true state of
affairs and it is misleading the ruler and his subjects. How numerous is this
group in current times, which carries out this satanic task, leading people to
fall into Hell, refrain from the rectifiers, falsify the facts and instigate the
authorities. These people are evil advisors who interfere with those in
authority, impeding them from accepting advice.

O Allaah, rectify the Muslim rulers and rectify their counselors and make them
those who guide and are themselves guided.

As for their accusing them of belittling the gods of the king, as is stated in
the ayah, then this aspect falls under the previous one, where Allaah
mentioned in the ayah that the followers of Pharaoh said to him: “Will you
leave Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in the land and to abandon
you and your gods.”

They meant by this: “Your lordship over the people and their worship of you.”
They told him such things as: “You have high status and you have prestige in
the land. So if you leave them to call the people to Allaah, they will belittle you
in front of the people and cause them to have no respect for you. So you
should hasten to settle their matter so that your esteem and position could
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remain in tact.” This was the way they misled Pharaoh and exposed him to
destruction.

Far removed are you from defects O Allaah! They themselves belittle Allaah,
Lord of the heavens and the earth, but yet they do not find any fault in
themselves for doing this. However, they blame Moosaa and his people
whenever they advise Pharaoh and his followers and direct them toward the
path to success and salvation, and to the survival and rectification of the king.
This is what evil advisors do all the time and what they will continue to do
forever. So it is upon the rulers to obtain righteous and sincere advisors and to
beware of evil companions and those with destructive ideologies and deviant
notions, for they will indeed lead them to the bottomless pit of Hell, as was the:
case with the advisors of Pharaoh who drove him to destruction and ruin ancl
put themselves between him and accepting the truth.

As for their accusing them of changing the Religion, then Allaah has
informed us that Pharaoh said:
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“I fear that he (Moosaa) may change your Religion or that he may cause
mischief to appear in the land.” [Surah Ghaafir: 26]

Proof for their accusing them of belittling the religion of the king can be
found in their statement:
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“...and to abandon you and your gods." [Surah Al-A’raaf: 127]

These two aspects can be found in Pharaoh’s speech against Moosaa and his
Call (Da’wah), and his warning the people not to accept it. He appeared to the

people in the form of a sincere advisor to his flock - he came to them under the

pretense of advice, safeguarding the religion and protecting the rectification of
the land.

208



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

Pharaoh said: “Or that he may cause mischief to appear in the land”, and his
followers said: “Will you leave Moosaa and his people to spread mischief in
the land?” They called the rectifiers mischief-makers. What they considered to
be mischief was pure monotheism and singling out of Allaah alone in worship.
According to them, Shirk (polytheism) was considered rectification. The
reason for this is because when the hearts become corrupted, they see the truth
as falsehood and the falsehood as truth.

Who is the one who changed the religion and caused mischief to appear in the
land? It was indeed Pharaoh who changed the religion of Tawheed (pure
monotheism), replacing it with disbelief and polytheism.

As for Moosaa, he called to the correct religion, which Allaah created all His
creation for, and which brings about rectification in the land. This is since the
world cannot be rectified unless Allaah is worshipped alone and without any
partner. This is the true meaning of rectification in the earth. As for Shirk
(associating partners in worship with Allaah), then that is truly mischief in the
earth, as is disbelief and sins.

209



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Sixty-Eighth Aspect: They would
Praise themselves for what they didn’t Have
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[68] They claimed that they acted upon what was with them from the truth,
as is found in His saying: “They say: ‘We believe in what was sent down
to us’” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 91], while (in reality) they abandoned it.

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that the Jews
would claim to act upon what they were upon from truth, when they in fact
abandoned it, as Allaah says:
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“And when it is said to them (Jews): ‘Believe in what Allaah has sent down’,
they say: ‘We believe in (only) what was sent down to us.’” And they
disbelieved in that which came after it, whereas it is the truth confirming,
what is with them.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 91]

It is held that “what was sent down to us” means: “What was revealed to Our
Messengers from the prophets of the Tribe of Israa’eel.” This is since this ayal
was revealed concerning the Jews

“They say: ‘We believe in (only) what was sent down to us’” means wha:
was revealed to the messengers sent to the Tribe of Israa’eel, even though tha:
which Muhammad #% came with did not contradict what their messenger:
came with.

“And they disbelieved in that which came after it” meaning: “Everything
besides it, from the books that were revealed to ‘Eesaa and Muhammad.”
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“Whereas it is the truth confirming what is with them.” So that which ‘Eesaa
and Muhammad # came with was in conformity with what their prophets
brought, and it clarified and corrected that which they had introduced into
their Book from distortions, lies, and misguidance. This is from one
perspective.

From another perspective, they were not truthful in this statement of theirs.
The proof for this is that they committed the following crimes mentioned in
Allaah’s saying;:

(e S i L8 0 5 0o 0 05 508
’u};.’“_ka Ja_\;uua‘i;.ﬂ\”v" um\_:@u_yx

“Say: ‘Then why have you killed the prophets of Allaah aforetime, if you
indeed were believers?” And indeed Moosaa came to you with clear proofs,
yet you worshipped the calf after he left, while you were wrongdoers."
[Surah Al-Bagarah: 91-92]

This is a refutation against them. So Allaah refuted them with two things:

First: The message that Muhammad # came with did not contradict Moosaa’s
Message, which includes declaring Allaah One, singling Him out for worship,
and leaving off the worship of anything apart from Him. The Qur’aan
confirmed all of this.

Second: They were not being honest in even that which they claimed to

believe in, since they worshipped the calf and killed the prophets (sent to
them). And they said:
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“We hear and we disobey.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 93]
They also did not abide by the covenant that He took from them. This applies
to every form of condemned fanaticism, such as when a person says: “I will

not act on anything except for that which is in my madh-hab or the madh-hab of
my Imaam.” This is since a Muslim is obligated to follow the truth, regardless
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of whether it is found in his madh-hab or the madh-hab of someone else, with his
Imaam or some other Imaam. He must accept the truth and not adhere to the
condemned form of fanaticism.
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The Sixty-Ninth and Seventieth Aspect: Making Additions
and Deletions to Worship above how Allaah Legislated it
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[69] They would make additions to their acts of worship (by innovating into
them), as was done by them on the day of ‘Aashooraa.
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[70] They would (on the other hand) make decreases in their worship also,
as was done in their abandonment of stopping at the mountain of ‘Arafat.

- the explanation -

An example of how they would make additions to their (prescribed) worship
is what they would do on the Day of ‘Aashooraa, which is the tenth day of the
sacred month of Allaah, Muharram. A great event took place on this day as it
was the day in which Pharaoh and his supporters were drowned and Moosaa
and his followers were saved. So it is a day in which the truth was given
victory over falsehood. Moosaa fasted on this day out of thankfulness to
Allaah. Fasting on this day remained prescribed in the Religion even amongst
the Muslims.

This was since when the Prophet % migrated to Madeenah, he found the Jews
fasting on this day. So when he asked them why they were fasting, they
responded, saying: “It is the day in which Allaah saved Moosaa and his people
and destroyed Pharaoh and his followers. Moosaa fasted on this day, so we too
fast on this day.” The Prophet #% said: “We have more of a right to Moosaa
than you.” So he # fasted on this day and commanded his followers to fast
on this day. He # also ordered his Companions to fast a day before it or a day
after it, in order to be different from the Jews.

This is what is prescribed on the Day of ‘Aashooraa - and that is fasting. But as
for the people of the Days of Ignorance, they made additions to the fasting, for

% Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2004, 3942, 3943) and Muslim (no. 1130 and 1131)
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the Jews took it as a day of celebration in which they decorate their homes and
adorn their women and children, considering this day to be a holiday. So they
added more to it than what was originally prescribed. Therefore, adding
anything to the Day of ‘Aashooraa other than the fast is from the religious
practices of the people of the Days of Ignorance.

The Raafidah have added to this day, considering it to be a day of grief and a
day of wailing and lamentation, since it was the day in which Al-Husayn, may
Allaah be pleased with him, was killed.

An example of their making decreases in worship occurred on their part when
they would make Hajj. During the Days of Ignorance, they would make the
pilgrimage (Hajj) to the Sacred House, since that rite still remained with them
from the religion of Ibraaheem. However, they introduced many changes and
polytheistic rituals into the Hajj, as was the case with stopping at the mount of
‘Arafat, which Allaah has prescribed during Hajj. They would refrain from
stopping at the mount of ‘Arafat and instead stop at Muzdalifah. This is a
decrease in worship.

When the Prophet % performed the pilgrimage (Hajj), the people thought that
he would stop with them at Muzdalifah. However, he passed it and went to
‘Arafat where he stopped, thus returning the Hajj to the way it had been
performed by Ibraaheem. Allaah says:
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“Then depart from the place where all the people depart.” [Surah Al-
Baqarah: 199]

This ayah is referring to ’Arafat, and serves as a refutation of the pagan Arabs
who would stop at Muzdalifah.

They also added to the talbiyyah (the call during Hajj, which states: “Labbaik
Allaghumma Labaik, Labaika Laa shareeka laka labaik”), saying: “...1laa shareekan
huwa lak, tamlukuhu wa ma maalak.” 60

® Translator’s Note: The talbiyyah can be translated as: “O Allaah, I am here to serve You.
You have no partner, and I am here to serve You.” They would add to this saying: “(You have
no partner)...Except a partner who belongs to You, You own it and all that it possesses.”
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So whoever detracts anything from worship, he is following the religious ways
of the people of the Days of Ignorance. The same goes for one who adds
something in the Religion - he too is upon the religious ways of the people of
the Days of Ignorance. So innovations and false notions are all from the
religion of the Days of Ignorance.
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The Seventy-First Aspect: Abandoning
what Allaah has Obligated out of (False) Piety
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[71] They abandoned performing obligatory matters out of (false) piety.
- the explanation -

This means: They would seek nearness to Allaah through the abandonment of
obligatory acts, such as stopping at Muzdalifah instead of at ‘Arafat, thinking;
that to be piety. The reason they did this was because they were inhabitants of
the sacred precinct (Haram) and they felt they should not go out to ‘Arafat,
since it was outside of the precinct. So they abandoned the truth due to (false]
piety. This was from the acts of the Days of Ignorance, and we ask Allaah tc
protect us.

Another example of how they would abandon the truth out of (false) piety wasi
that they would make Tawaaf around the Ka’bah while naked. They would
leave off covering their private parts - which is the truth - due to (false) piety.
saying: “We will not make Tawaaf wearing garments in which we have
disobeyed Allaah.” 61

The same applies to everyone that abandons some part of worship out of
(false) piety, such as one who doesn’t give charity or perform the
congregational prayer in the masjid or seek knowledge, fearing that he will be
seen or heard (i.e. showing off), as we hear some people claim! This also goe:
for one who abandons all the other types of worship out of fear that he i3
showing off to the people.

8 ‘Urwah said: “The people would perform Tawaaf while naked during the Days of Ignorance
except for al-Hums. Hums were a people from (the tribe of) Quraysh and whoever they gave
birth to. These individuals would sacrifice their garments for the people. So a man would givs
another man his garment to perform Tawaaf in, while a woman would give another woman her
garment to perform Tawaaf in. So whoever the Hums did not give (a garment) to, they would
have to perform Tawaaf around the Ka’bah naked...” [Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 166%)
and Muslim (no. no. 1219/152)]
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The Seventy-Second and Seventy-Third Aspects: Seeking
Nearness to Allaah by Abandoning the Good Lawful Things
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[72] They performed worship by forsaking the good things that were
bestowed unto them (by Allaah).
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[73] They performed worship by abandoning the beautification of Allaah.

- the explanation -

This means: They sought nearness to Allaah through the abandonment of the
good lawful provisions bestowed on them by Allaah and the abandonment of
wearing beautified garments. This is a characteristic of the Christians as well
as those who resemble them such as the Sufis who ascribe themselves to
Islaam. They abandon the good lawful things deeming that to be worship to
Allaah. So for example, they don’t marry women, they don’t eat good food,
and they are abstemious with regard to their food, drink and clothes. They do
all this thinking that it is worship to Allaah. This is why Allaah says:
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“Say: ‘Who is it that has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by
Allaah, which He has produced for His slaves, and the good and fine
provisions?’” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 32] And He says:
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“O you who believe! Make not unlawful the good things (from food, drink
and clothing) that Allaah has made lawful for you.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 87]
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They also made unlawful some of the beasts of cattle, whereas Allaah made
the beasts of cattle lawful, as He says:

“Lawful for you are all the beasts of cattle.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 1}

They would make some of the beasts of cattle unlawful for the sake of their
idols. So Allaah revealed His saying:
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“O you who believe! Make not unlawful the good things (from food, drink
and clothing) that Allaah has made lawful for you. And do not transgress,
verily, Allaah loves not those who transgress.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 87]

So forbidding the good lawful things is from the religion of the Christian
monks and it is from the religious ways of the people of the Days of Ignorance.
Whoever makes unlawful something that is unanimously held to be lawful has
apostated from the fold of Islaam. And if he adds to this by considering this act
to be worship to Allaah, then he has fabricated a lie against Allaah. Allaah has
not ordered His servants to abandon good lawful food. On the contrary, He
commanded them to eat from it, saying:
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“O Messengers! Eat from the good lawful things and do righteous deeds.”
[Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 51}

Once when a group of individuals at the time of the Prophet intended to do
this (i.e. abandon lawful things intending worship to Allaah), the Prophet %
became angry with them.

As for their performing worship by abandoning the beautification of Allaah,

this means that they sought nearness to Allaah by way of abandoning their
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adornment through garments. This was such that they would make Tawaaf
around the House of Allaah (Ka’'bah) while naked. So Allaah refuted them by
saying;:
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“Say: 'Who is it that has forbidden the adornment (with clothes) given by
Allaah?’” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 32]

This ayah means: What is your proof for what you are doing, like abandoning
clothes, beautification, and leaving off the good lawful things that have been
provided to you (by Allaah)? This is since making something unlawful
requires proof. The foundation with regard to clothing, food and drinks is that
they are permissible (unless specifically forbidden), since Allaah has created
these things for His servants.

Also, the Prophet % said in an authentic hadeeth: “Verily, Allaah is beautiful
and He loves beauty.”¢2 Therefore, abandoning the beautification of oneself
out of piety is not from the Religion of Islaam. So one should adorn himself
with fine garments and eat from the lawful good foods and give thanks to
Allaah. In a hadeeth, the Prophet % said: “Verily when Allaah bestows a
blessing on His servant, He loves to see the effect of His blessing appear on
him.”6> However, this should be done without showing extravagance and
haughtiness. The Prophet % used to beautify his body and clothing garments,
and he would increase this beautification specifically when going out to meet
delegations.

62 Reported by Muslim (no. 91/147)
% Reported by At-Tirmidhee (5/123-124, no. 2824) who said: “This is a hasan hadeeth.” Al-
Albaanee also declared it hasan in Saheeh al-Jaami’ (no. 1887)
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The Seventy-Fourth Aspect: Calling People to Misguidance
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[74] They called the people to misguidance, without any knowledge.

- the explanation -

Calling to Allaah without knowledge is from the actions of the people of the
Days of Ignorance. Allaah has commanded us to call to His Way with clear
insight (i.e. knowledge), wisdom, fair preaching, and disputing in the best cf
manners.

Their “calling people to misguidance” means that they would encourage the
people to oppose the truth. Allaah says:
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“And those who disbelieve say to those who believe: ‘Follow our way and
we will indeed bear your sins.”” {Surah Al-' Ankaboot: 12]

They would call them to Shirk (polytheism) and to making the lawful
unlawful and unlawful lawful without any proof. And they would call them to
things for which Allaah sent down no authority. So they are callers to
misguidance. As for the callers to truth, they are the ones who call to what
Allaah has revealed and legislated.

Among those who call to misguidance today are those individuals that call the
people to Shirk (associating partners in worship with Allaah) and to the
worship of shrines and graves. They call the people to innovations and newly
introduced matters in the Religion, for which Allaah sent down no authority.

These individuals write articles, author books and give talks, calling the people
to revive innovations and novelties (in the Religion). They are the ones who
call the people to making everything permissible, to sinfulness and to the
disobedience of Allaah. Anyone who calls to these things are callers to
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misguidance and Allaah has warned us about them and about following their
path, as He said:

ulc?sj"’sjgssgj\bubun L Call Lol G

“O you who believe! If you obey those who disbelieve, they will send you
back on your heels, and you will turn back from your Faith as losers.” [Surah
Aali ‘Imraan: 149]

And He says:
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“O you who believe! If you obey a group of those who were given the
Scripture (i.e. Jews and Christians), they would indeed render you
disbelievers after you have believed.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 100]

And Allaah says:
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“They are the ones who call to the Hellfire, while Allaah calls to Paradise.”
[Surah Al-Baqarah: 221]

And Allaah says:
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“And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away
from Allaah’s Path. They follow nothing but conjecture, and they do
nothing but lie.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 116]

So Allaah clarifies that the disbelievers ~ in spite of their various religions, past

and present - strive hard to call the people to misguidance in every era and.
every location, as Allaah says:
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“They wish that you would disbelieve as they disbelieve, so that then you
would become equal.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 89]
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The Seventy-Fifth Aspect:
Calling the People to Disbelief Knowingly
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[75] They called the people to disbelief knowingly.

- the explanation -

This is another category of people from those who call to misguidance - and
they are the ones who call the people to turn away from the truth, whilst being
fully aware of it, out of spite and arrogance. The first group (mentioned
previously) calls the people to falsehood whilst not being aware of the truth.
However, both categories (of callers) are extremely dangerous. They don’t
come out telling the people: “Disbelieve!” Rather, they come to them in a
manner that is beautified and decorated - the outer part of it appears good,
while the inner part of it is disbelief. Such are those who call to misguidance.

The Devil came to the people of Nooh when he found them grieving over their
righteous men who had passed away. He came to them under the guise of the
religion, saying to them: “Create images of these men so that when you see
them, you will be incited to perform worship and you will remember their
conditions, their righteousness, and their religious ways, and thus be
encouraged to perform worship.”

So he approached them in the form of advising them and using the religion as
his cover. But he intended to make these images become their idols in the end.
And they eventually did become idols. When the people of knowledge died
and that generation passed away, another ignorant and unaware generation
came after them. So the Devil told them: “Your forefathers only constructed
these idols for the purpose of worshipping them, and they would seek rain
through them.” So the people began to worship these idols apart from Allaah.

This is the same approach used by the callers to misguidance - they do not
confront the people calling them to open evil. Rather, they only come to the
people in a manner that is beautified and adorned. Then in the end, their true
intention comes to pass. When the callers to misguidance call the people to
polytheism by way of worshipping graves, they do not tell them: “Worship
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them.” Instead, they say to them: “They were righteous and pious people.
They held a high position with Allaah. So you should seek nearness to them in
order that they may bring you close to Allaah and serve as intermediaries and
mediators for you before Allaah.”

So they come to them using this same argument, which is love for the
righteous people and taking them as intermediaries before Allaah. And as &
result of this satanic deception, the people have turned to worshipping graves
and shrines and to committing Shirk.

Therefore, the callers to disbelief invite the people using various methods,
which possess no apparent areas of objection in them. It is only the people of
knowledge and clear insight who are aware of their nature. It is clear from

these two aspects that those who call to misguidance are divided into two
categories:

The First: calls the people to misguidance, without knowledge, while
The Second: calls the people to oppose the truth, whilst knowing it.

The first category is astray whereas the second one is sinful.
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The Seventy-Sixth Aspect: Employing
Great Plots to Establish Shirk and Repel the Truth
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[76] They would utilize great plots (against the prophets), as was done by
the people of Nooh.

- the explanation -

Al-Makr (plot) means: Making a way towards achieving something disliked
through subtle means. It is of two types: A good form of plotting and an evil
form of plotting.

The evil plot means: Utilizing subtle schemes to bring about evil to one who
doesn’t deserve it. Allaah says about the people of Nooh:
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“And they plotted a mighty plot. And they said: “You shall not leave your
gods, nor shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwaa’, nor Yagooth, nor Ya’ooq, nor
Nasr. And indeed they led many people astray.” [Surah Nooh: 22-24]

They would employ mighty plots against people by way of these schemes and
these vile tactics, which they would use to call them to Shirk. So when the call
to Tawheed came to them, they warned them against it, saying: “These people
only want to take leadership over you and gain mastery over you.”

So making something ugly appear beautiful to the people and making
something beautiful appear ugly to them is part of this mighty plotting, which
the callers to misguidance, past and present, will always employ in order to
turn the people away from the truth to falsehood and to take them out from
the light into darkness.
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This is as Allaah says:
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“Allaah is the Protector of those who believe. He brings them out from the
darkness into the light. But as for those who disbelieve, their supporters are
false deities - they bring them out from the light into the darkness. Those
are the dwellers of the Fire and they will abide therein forever.” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 257]

And He says:
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“And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies ~ (from) devils
among mankind and Jinn - inspiring one another with adorned speech as a
delusion. If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it. So leave
them alone with their fabrications.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 112]

This means: Abandon them and their lies and do not pay attention to thern.
This ayah contains a prohibition of giving one’s attention to the callers of
misguidance, unless it is for the purpose of learning what their falsehood is in
order to refute it.
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The Seventy-Seventh Aspect:
Following one who is not Fit to be Followed
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[77] Their leaders consisted of two types: Either he was an evil scholar or
he was an ignorant worshipper. This is as Allaah says: "Do you
(believers) covet that they (Jewish Rabbis) will believe in your
religion, in spite of the fact that a party of them (Rabbis) used to hear
the Word of Allaah (i.e. Torah), then they would change it knowingly
after they had understood it. And when they (Jews) meet those who
believe (Muslims), they say: 'We believe." But when they meet one
another in privacy, they say: 'Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims)
what Allaah has revealed to you, so that they may argue with you
about it before their Lord. Have you (Jews) then no understanding?’
Know they not that Allaah knows what they conceal and what they
reveal. And there are among them (Jewish Rabbis), unlettered people
who know not the Book, but only rely on false hopes. They do nothing
but guess.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 75-78]

- the explanation -

The role model in the eyes of the people of the Days of Ignorance, i.e. the Jews,
Christians and others, was either a wicked scholar - who is one who doesn’t
act upon his knowledge like the Jewish Rabbis - or an ignorant worshipper -
who is one who does deeds without knowledge like the Christian monks.
Allaah says:
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“They took their Rabbis and monks as lords besides Allaah.” [Surah At-
Tawbah: 31]
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These individuals would make the unlawful lawful for them and make the
lawful unlawful, and the people would obey them in that. Allaah says in Surah
Al-Baqgarah:
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“Do you hope that they will believe in your Religion in spite of the fact thai
a group among them would hear the Word of Allaah and then distort it after
having understood it, while they are fully aware of what they do?” [Surah al-
Baqarah: 75]

The part of the ayah: “...in spite of the fact that a group among them would
hear the Word of Allaah and then distort it...” refers to the evil scholars. They
would hear the Word of Allaah, ie. the Torah, learn it and study it, then
“distort it”, meaning: They would change its wording and meaning. “After
having understood it, while they are fully aware of what they do” means:
After they were aware of its correct wording and meaning. They did this for
the sake of fulfilling their desires, objectives and whims. An example of this
can be found in the story of the adulterer during the time of the Prophet #.

There was a Jewish man that had committed adultery with a Jewish woman in
Madeenah. The people told him to go to this man, i.e. Muhammad #, since
they knew that the Torah ordered that the adulterer be stoned to death and
these people did not want them to be stoned. They felt that perhaps the
Prophet would issue them a ruling that was lighter than stoning. So they wer:t
to him # seeking the ruling on these two adulterers. The Messenger of Allaah
# said: “You can’t find anything in the Torah concerning what should be
done with one who commits adultery?” And in another narration, he ¥ said:
“You can’t find anything in the Torah on the subject of stoning?” They told
him: “The Torah states that we should paint their faces black, mount them on
donkeys and make them ride around in the marketplaces. So the Prophet &
asked ‘Abdullaah bin Salaam about this, since he used to be one of their
Rabbis, i.e. scholars, prior to accepting Islaam. He <4 said: “They have lied, 1D
Messenger of Allaah.” So the Prophet % requested a copy of the Torah fromn
them. When they presented it to him, Ibn Suriyaa placed his finger over the
verse about stoning. So ‘Abdullaah bin Salaam told him: “Lift up your finger.”
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When he removed his finger, behold, they found the verse concerning stoning
recorded in the Torah. So the Prophet % ordered the two adulterers to be taken
into custody and they were stoned until they died. ¢

This is an example of how their scholars would distort the Words of Allaah,
and how they would lie upon Allaah and conceal His Laws.

Another example of their distortion is when Allaah ordered them to “enter the
gate in prostration and say: ‘Hitta.””®> Meaning: “Forgive us our sins.”

They replaced the word “Hitta” with the word “Hinta” (wheat), adding the
letter “n” to it. So they added to the Speech of Allaah that which was not part
of it.

Tahreef (distortion) means: Making additions or subtractions to the Book of
Allaah or interpreting it in other than its correct meaning. This is the definition
of Tahreef. Tahreef (distortion) can either occur in the wording or in the
meaning. It is practiced by everyone that tries to interpret the Qur'aan or the
ahaadeeth with other than their correct meanings in order to support his madh-
hab, follow his desires or attain his objective. Allaah says:

“And when they meet those who believe, they say: ‘We believe.”” [Surah Al-
Baqarah: 76] This is hypocrisy. Hypocrisy and distorting the texts is the way of
the Jews.

Then Allaah said after that:
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“And there are among them (i.e. the Jews), unlettered people, who know not
the Book, but only rely on false hopes. They are only guessing.” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 78]

* Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 3635, 4556, 6819, 7543) and Muslim (no. 1699, 1700)
5 Surah Al- -Baqarah: 58
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This ayah is in reference to the ignorant worshippers (among the Jews), who
read the Torah but do not understand its meaning, so they take other ignorant
people as their (religious) leaders. Therefore, it is not permissible to follow the
example of anyone except for a scholar that acts on his knowledge. They are
known as the Rabbaniyoon (enlightened scholars). Likewise, one should not
follow the example of ignorant worshippers, even if they have piety and lots of
worship, since it is not done in the correct manner nor in accordance with the
guidance from Allaah.
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The Seventy-Eighth Aspect:
Contradictions in One’s Love for Allaah
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[78] They claimed to love Allaah, even though they abandoned His Divine
Laws. So Allaah tested them by saying: “Say (O Muhammad): ‘If you
truly love Allaah, then follow me, Allaah will love you and forgive you
your sins.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 31]
- the explanation -

From the misguidance of the Jews and those who resemble them is that they
would claim to love Allaah in spite of opposing His Commandments. The sign
that shows one has true love for Allaah is that he follows His Commands, as
the poet said:

“Verily a person obeys the one whom he loves.”

This meaning can also be found in Allaah’s statement:
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“Say (O Muhammad): “If you truly love Allaah, then follow me, Allaah will
love you.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 31]

The Jews and the Christians say:
£gialy Al o151 s
“We are the children of Allaah and His loved ones.” [Surah Al-Maa’idah: 18]

But in spite of this, they would oppose Allaah’s Legislation. This shows that
they are dishonest in what they claim. So Allaah requested them to establish
the proof for the love they claim they have for Him. And that is by following
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His Messenger, Muhammad #. So if they fail to do this, their dishonesty will
become apparent.

This is the same with the Sufis - they establish their religion upon the basis
that they love Allaah, saying “Worship means love. We do not worship Allaah
out of fear from His Fire nor hoping for His Paradise. Rather, we worship Him
because we love Him.” On top of the fact that they oppose Allaah’s
Legislation, they also do not follow the Messenger #. Instead they only follovs
their “sheikhs” and the leaders of the (Sufi) orders to whom they have given
their full allegiance to hear and obey. They do not oppose any of their
commands no matter what they order them to do. This is to the point that they
say: “Verily, the mureed (Sufi seeker) with respect to his sheikh (spiritual
leader) is like a dead person before the one who bathes his body (prior to his
funeral) - He has no free choice nor does he have any option other than what
his sheikh decides.” So where is the following of the Messenger in this? This
shows that they are dishonest in their claim to love Allaah.

This is why Allaah challenges those who claim to love Him with this ayair
“Say (O Muhammad): ‘If you truly love Allaah, then follow me, Allaah will
love you.”

So the sign that one truly loves Allaah is his following of His Messenger #:.
Therefore, if this characteristic is found in someone, then he is truthful in his
claim to love Allaah. And whoever lacks this characteristic, i.e. following the
Messenger, then he is dishonest in his claim. Allaah has informed us of the
proof of one’s love for Allaah, as well as its fruit. The proof that one loves
Allaah is that he follows His Messenger #, and the fruit of this action is that he
will achieve Allaah’s love and the forgiveness of his sins.

This also applies to everyone that claims to love the Messenger of Allaah # but
doesn’t follow him (i.e. his Sunnah), such as those who claim to love the
Prophet % and write in newspapers and magazines: “Teach your children to
love the Messenger of Allaah %”, but yet they commit innovations ard
celebrate his # birthday, whereas the Prophet % has forbidden innovations. o0
they claim to love him # but yet they oppose him by introducing innovations
and false notions into the Religion.
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The Seventy-Ninth Aspect: Relying on False Hopes
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[79] They held onto false hopes, such as by their saying: “The Hellfire will
not touch us, except for a limited number of days.” [Surah Al-Bagarah:

80} And their saying: “None shall enter Paradise unless he is a Jew or a
Christian.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 111]

- the explanation -

The Jews and the Christians rely on false hopes, and they hold Allaah obliged
to carry out these hopes, as Allaah mentioned that they said:
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“The Hellfire will not touch us, except for a limited number of days.” [Surah
Al-Baqarah: 80]

These are days which they hoped would pass by fast, according to their claims.
So Allaah refuted them by saying:
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“Say: ‘Have you taken a covenant from Allaah, such that Allaah will never
break His covenant? Or is that you say of Allaah that which you know not?’
And those who believe and do righteous deeds, they are the inhabitants of
Paradise, wherein they will dwell forever.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 80-81]

This is a refutation of their claim: “The Hellfire will not touch us, except for a
limited number of days.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 80]
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Likewise, Allaah refuted them in Surah Aali ‘Tinraan, where He said:
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“Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Scripture?
They are called to the Book of Allaah to settle their dispute, but a party from
them turns away, while rejecting it. This is because they say: “The Fire shall
not touch us except for a number of days.” And that which they used to
invent regarding their religion has deceived them. How (will it be) when We
gather them together on the Day about which there is no doubt, and each
person will be paid in full what he has earned? And they will not be dealt
with unjustly.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 23-25]

And Allaah says:
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“Tt will not be in accordance with your hopes (O Muslims) or those of the
People of the Scripture. Whoever does evil will have the recompense
thereof, and he will not find any protector or helper besides Allaah. And
whoever does righteous deeds, male or female, while being a true believer -
they are the ones who will enter Paradise. And not the least injustice, ever.
the size of a speck (on the back of a date-stone) will be done to them.”
[Surah An-Nisaa: 123-124]
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The Eightieth Aspect: Exiremism with regard to individuals
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[80] They took the graves of their prophets and righteous people as places
of worship (masaajid). ®

- the explanation -

From that which the people of the Days of Ignorance, such as the People of the
Scripture (i.e. Jews and Christians) and others, were upon was: Taking the
graves of their prophets and righteous people as places of prayer. This practice
continues to occur with the Jews and the Christians, as well as the pagan Arabs
and those who ascribe themselves to Islaam yet worship graves and shrines.

The People of the Book (i.e. Jews and Christians) were the first to do this. The
Prophet # said: “Verily, those who came before you would take graves as
places of prayer. So do not take the graves as places of prayer!” This means
that they would take those places as areas in which they would pray, and this
was prohibited since praying at these places may eventually lead to
worshipping them. Even if the person praying is doing this act for the sake of
Allaah, if he prays by a grave, this is a means that leads to eventually
worshipping it. So how much more so if he supplicates to the one in the grave
to aid and assist him, as is done nowadays at the gravesites? This is from the
religious practices of the people of the Days of Ignorance, such as the Jews,
Christians and others.

Umm Salamah and Umm Habeebah, may Allaah be pleased with them,
informed the Prophet # of the churches they saw while in the lands of
Abyssinia and the images inside them. This was when Umm Salamah and
Umm Habeebah had performed the first migration (Hijrah) to Abyssinia with
their (first) husbands. They saw churches that were vastly adorned and which
had images in them, so they mentioned this to the Prophet %, who said:
“These are a people who when a righteous man or a pious worshipper

% Translator’s Note: ‘Aa’ishah, radyAllaahu ‘anhaa, reported that the Prophet % said during
the sickness from which he died of: “May Allaah curse the Jews and the Christians, they
took the graves of their prophets as masaajid (places of worship).” [Reported by Al-
Bukhaaree (3/159), Muslim (2/67) and Ahmad (6/80)}
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would die amongst them, would construct a place of prayer over his grave,
and create these images in it. These individuals are the worst of creation in
the sight of Allaah.” ¢7

So it was from the religious practices of the people of the Days of Ignorance tc
take the righteous and pious people as lords besides Allaah, thinking that
these individuals brought them closer to Him and that they would intercede
on their behalf before Allaah, as Allaah says:
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“And they worship apart from Allaah that which doesn’t harm them or
benefit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors before Allaah.””
[Surah Yoonus: 18] And He says:
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“And those who take associates apart from Him (say): ‘We worship thern
only so that they may bring us nearer to Allaah.”” [Surah Az-Zumar: 3]

These people do not believe that these individuals have divine abilities and
that they possess the power to create, grant provision, bring life and cause
death. Rather, they acknowledge that these characteristics are specific for
Allaah alone. They only take them as intermediaries and intercessors between
them and Allaah. Because of this, they direct some forms of worship to thein
so that they may bring them closer to Allaah. This was the religious practice of
the people of the Days of Ignorance, and it is the same thing that those who
worship graves today are upon. We ask Allaah to save and protect us!

From the extremism that is performed towards graves and their inhabitants is
building structures over them, placing lights on them, putting covers over
them, writing words on them, as well as all the other apparent forms of
extremism that are committed at gravesites. This is why the Messenger of
Allaah # forbade all of that.

¢7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 427, 434, 1341) and Muslim (no. 528)
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The Eighty-First Aspect: Exiremism with
regard to the Landmarks of the Prophets

[81] They took the landmarks of their prophets (i.e. places where they had
sat or prayed in) as places of worship, as has been narrated on 'Umar.

- the explanation -

From the religious practices of the People of the Days of Ignorance is:
Taking the landmarks of their prophets as places of worship, meaning they
would pray at these places seeking blessings from them. The difference
between this aspect and the one before it is that the prior aspect concerns
extremism with regard to individuals while this aspect concerns extremism
with regard to the landmarks of individuals.

The word athaar is the plural of athar, and that stands for a place in which a
prophet sat or prayed. They would seek out these areas and perform worship
to Allaah in them, thinking that praying in these places had a special merit.
This is similar to those who nowadays go to the cave of Haraa, since the
Prophet % would go there to worship prior to receiving revelation. So they go
to this place in order to pray and supplicate in it. However, the Prophet %
would not visit it after receiving revelation, nor did any of his noble
Companions go to the cave of Haraa because they knew that this was not
legislated in the Religion.

They also go to visit the cave of Thawr, which the Prophet # hid in prior to the
Hijrah, and they pray in it and leave incense in it. At times, they even throw
money into it!

All of this is from the religious practices of the people of the Days of
Ignorance. They are the ones who magnify the landmarks of their prophets.

% Translator’s Note: During the time of *‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab’s Khilaafah, the people began
to perform their prayer at the place of ‘Agabah, the historic site where the Companions had
given their oath of allegiance to the Prophet %. So ‘Umar had the tree cut down since the tree
bad no benefit and to prevent the people from taking this mark of the Prophet as a place of
worship. [Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree]
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This is why when ‘Umar saw people going to the tree under which allegiance
to the Prophet was made, he said: “Verily, that which destroyed those who
came before you was the fact that they would seek after the landmarks of their
prophets.” Then he ordered the tree to be cut down. The Prophet % did not
intend for these places to be legislated (as places of worship) in the Religion.
But as for the places that he did in fact intend to be legislated (as places of
worship) in the Religion, then it is such as when he prayed at the place of
Ibraaheem, acting upon Allaah’s statement:
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“And take you (people), the place (where he stood when he built the
Ka’bah) of Ibraaheem as a place of prayer.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 125]

Prayer was legislated in this place in accordance with following the way of the
Prophet #. As for his sitting in the cave of Haraa or in the cave of Thawr or his
sitting on the road between Makkah and Madeenah for resting, then he 4 did
not do this in order to make these places legislated (for worship) in the
Religion. Rather, he only did it out of coincidence and for need’s sake.

So we must differentiate between this and that. Those places that the Propher
# did not intend to be legislated (for worship) in the Religion, but rather,
which he just passed by or sat in, under normal circumstances or in order to
rest or because the time for prayer came upon him without him intentionally
setting out to pray there - These areas in which the Messenger of Allaah 3%
prayed in must not be taken as places of prayer. This is since he didn’t pray
there intentionally. Rather, he only prayed there because the time for prayer
came upon him while he was at this place, so he prayed in it. This place holds
the same status as any other place on earth - it has no special advantages or
merits. And this is also because if you seek after these places, it will only cause
idolatry to come about in the end, since the people will eventually seek
blessing from these places and set out specifically for these places from far
away, traveling to them. And so as a result of this, the same thing will happen
as that which occurred to the previous nations, and that was Shirk
(polytheism).

And perhaps this may even go so far as structures being built on top of these

places. There can be found some people today who request this, saying: “Build
structures over these landmarks where the Messenger % passed by and sat ir.
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Build something over these places so that we could be reminded.” This is a
baseless statement. We must not do anything that our pious predecessors did
not do. If this were something legislated in the Religion, the Companions (of
Allaah’s Messenger #), their successors, and those who came after them,
would have preceded us in doing it. The nations (before us) were not
destroyed except because of doing these types of actions.

So reviving the landmarks of highly esteemed people eventually leads to
idolatry, like what happened with the people of Nooh and the previous
nations. It should not be said that people today are conscious of their Religion,
so there is no need to fear for them. This is since perhaps ignorant generations
may succeed them and the Devil may beautify idolatry to them. And it is also
because no one is safe from fitnah (trials and calamities), as even the khaleel
(close friend) of Allaah, Ibraaheem, said:
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“And keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.” [Surah
Ibraaheem: 35]
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The Eighty-Second Aspect: Adhering to the Means of Shirk
BUT Py VI RCES
[82] They placed lamps upon the graves.

- the explanation -

This means they would put lights, lanterns, lamps and burning flames in the
form of candles at the gravesites to assist in visiting them. This is not
permissible because it is one of the things that leads to Shirk (polytheism). If
people need light in order to bury a dead person, they should bring a lamp or
a lantern with them in accordance with their need for it. But as for deliberatelv
placing lampposts and light-stands in the cemetery, then this is forbidden.

The Prophet ¥ said: “May Allaah curse the women that visit graves and
those who take these graves as places of worship and light-posts.”® This
hadeeth is in the Sunan collections.

The Prophet’s # cursing the women who visit graves proves that women are
prohibited from visiting the graveyards. Visiting graves is an act specific for
men. The mention of the curse also indicates that a woman’s visiting graves is
one of the major sins.

In the hadeeth, the Prophet # also cursed those who take graves as places cf
worship. This refers to those who: (1) intentionally set out to pray in these
places, or those who (2) build mosques over them, and this is worse, or those
who (3) place lights on them, since this is a means that leads to Shirk
(polytheism), as these graves may eventually become worshipped and
supplicated to apart from Allaah.

So graves should be left in the same manner as the graves of the Companioris
were during the lifetime of the Prophet & - they were not lighted nor was any
structure built over them. They should be left alone as they are in their original

% Reported by Abu Dawood (3/362, no. 3236) and At-Tirmidhee (2/136, no. 320) who said:
“The hadeeth of Ibn ‘Abbaas is hasan (sound).” Al-Albaanee authenticated it in Saheeh «l-
Jaami’ (no. 5109)
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state and raised only the length of a foot above the ground. Also, a mark may
be placed on the grave so that it may be known that a cadaver lies there. But
there must be nothing beyond this. The Prophet % told ‘Alee bin Abee Taalib
#): “Do not pass by any elevated grave except that you level it.”70 This means:
That you terminate its elevation by leveling it to the ground. This is since if the
graves are raised and elevated, it will encourage the ignorant people to seek
after them, since Shirk enters the hearts of the ignorant as quickly as floods go
down slopes since the devils amongst mankind and jinn beautify these things
to the people and test them with that.

So if a grave does not contain anything that will turn people’s attention to it,
such that it is not known if this is the grave of a prophet or someone else, then
this is farther from fitnah. But as for it being specifically sought out, glorified,
structures and decorations placed on it and lights set upon it, this will draw
people’s attention towards it. And the ignorant ones will say: “These things
weren’t done to this grave except for an underlying reason.” So they will
intentionally seek out this grave to worship it.

Therefore, it is an obligation to follow the Prophet’s % guidance with regard to
graves, which is free from extremism, the building of structures, the lighting of
lamps, writing on them, painting them white or other than that. They must be
just as the graves were during the time of the Prophet #.

7 Reported by Muslim (no. 969)
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The Eighty-Third Aspect: Devotion to the Graves
falel LA

[83] They took these places (gravesites) as locations for celebrating
holidays.

- the explanation -

Al-A'yaad (celebrations) is the plural of ‘eid, and it literally means that which i
repetitive and continuous. It is divided into two categories:

First: Celebration related to time, such as the celebrations of Ramadaan and
Adhaa.

Second: Celebration related to location, such as a place where the peopl:
gather throughout the year, or on a weekly and monthly basis, for the purpos:
of performing worship.

The Prophet # said: “Do not make my grave an ‘eid...” - meaning a place to
gather around, to devote oneself to and to frequent often. He % went on
saying: “...And send Salaat on me wherever you may be, for indeed your
Salaat will reach me.””! So sending Salaat on the Messenger # is not restricted
to just his gravesite, rather, you can send Salaat on him from any place in th2
east or the west. Send your Salaat on the Prophet from any location and it will
be conveyed to him,

So continuously visiting the Prophet’s grave and gathering at it is a form of
taking it as a place of celebration, and this leads to Shirk. The people of the
Days of Ignorance took the graves of their righteous people as places of
celebration, gathering around them and devoting their time to them. The same
thing occurs today at the gravesites of Al-Badawee and so on. People frorn
everywhere come to visit it, sitting by it and setting up tents around it. They
slaughter animals as sacrifices to the gravesite of Al-Badawee and reside there
for a number of days. This is from the religious practices of the Days of

7! Reported by Abu Dawood (2/366, no. 2542) and authenticated by Al-Albaanee in Saheeh al-
Jaami’ (no. 7226)
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Ignorance. If it is forbidden from gathering around and frequenting the grave
of the Messenger of Allaah, then what about the grave of someone else? He %
only forbade it because it is one of the ways that lead to Shirk.

A man once asked the Prophet # about an oath he had made in the past in
which he promised to slaughter camels at Bawaanah - the name of a place. So
the Prophet # told him: “Can there be found in that place one of the idols
from the Days of Ignorance that was worshipped?” The man said: “No.” So
the Prophet # said: “Can there be found in that place one of their
celebrations - i.e. gatherings places - in which they would gather?” He said:
“No.” The Prophet # said: “Fulfill your oath, for indeed you are only not
obligated to fulfill a vow if it entails disobedience to Allaah and if it is in
that which the son of Aadam has no power over.” 72

The part that applies here is his #% saying: “Can there be found in that place
one of their celebrations?” He #% meant by this a celebration related to
location. This shows that it is not permissible to reserve any specific place for
worship except for those places that Allaah and His Messenger #% have
specified, such as the masagjid and the precincts of Hajj and ‘Umrah. As for
everything apart from these, then the whole earth is equal (in terms of not
being specified for worship), as the Prophet #% said: “The earth was made a
place of prayer and purification for me.” 73

2 Reported by Abu Dawood (3/394, no. 3313)
7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 335, 438) and Muslim (no. 521, 522, 523)
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The Eighty-Fourth Aspect: Seeking Nearness
to Allaah by Performing Sacrifices at the Gravesites

Jsadll Aie G:\M
[84] They performed sacrifices (of animals) at the gravesites.

- the explanation -

Allaah says:
L 0

“So turn in prayer to your Lord and offer the sacrifice (to Allaah alone).”
[Surah Al-Kawthar: 2]

And He says:
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“...The religion of Ibraaheem, which was pure and monotheistic, and he was
not from the polytheists. Say: “Verily, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living and
my dying are for Allaah, Lord of all that exists.”” [Surah Al-An’aam: 161-162|

If one sacrifices animals while at the gravesites intending to glorify them, this
is major Shirk. And if it is done in order to glorify Allaah, but yet while at a
gravesite, and the one doing it thinks that this is legislated, then this is an
innovation and a means that leads to Shirk.

So it is not permissible to slaughter animals while at the gravesites, even if the
one performing the sacrifice doesn’t believe in the graves, but is just
performing the sacrifice for the sake of Allaah. This is since if the people
become accustomed to slaughtering at the gravesites, this will lead them to
worshipping the graves apart from Allaah. The same goes for performing
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sacrifices for the Jinn in order to repel their harm or for healing treatment - this
is associating partners with Allaah.

As for performing a sacrifice for the sake of eating or slaughtering an animal to
host a guest, while mentioning the name of Allaah over it, then there is
nothing wrong with this, since this is a customary practice and not considered
worship.

As for slaughtering an animal for the Day of Adhaa or for an ‘Ageeqah or
performing a sacrifice by which one intends worship, then this is considered
worship to Allaah. So one must not perform a sacrifice to a created being,
intending worship by it, nor should he perform a sacrifice at the gravesite of a
created being, since this will eventually lead to worshipping it.
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The Eighty-Fifth and Eighty-Sixth Aspect:
Preserving the Landmarks of Prestigious People
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[86] They glorified the landmarks and relics of their (deceased) prestigious
and revered ones, such as was the case with the central town meeting hall
(Daar an-Nadwah). Those who were in its power used to brag and boast
about it, as it was said to Hakeem bin Hizaam (when he sold Daar an-
Nadwah): “You have sold the honor of Quraysh.” So he said: “All honor has
passed away except that of piety (Tagwaa).”

- the explanation -

Glorifying the landmarks of prestigious people, such as scholars, kings or
presidents is done by way of restoring, repairing and preserving them. Such
acts are means that lead to Shirk. This is from the religious practices of the
people of the Days of Ignorance. This is since there will come a generation
afterward that will say - or the Devil will say to them: “Your forefathers only
preserved these relics because they have blessing and good in them.” So they
will start worshipping them apart from Allaah, since the first generation is the
one that prepared the means for them. This was done by the Devil with the
people of Nooh when he ordered them to create images of their righteous
people for the sake of encouraging them to perform worship

So they established this thing with a good intention. However, afterward, a
generation that was ignorant and not aware of the reason came and began to
worship them. This is an act from the people of the Days of Ignorance. They
are the ones who glorify the relics of the prestigious people, preserving and
safeguarding them. Then these relics are later worshipped apart from Allaah
even if it happens a long time afterward.

So no one should say: “The people today are upon a correct religion and upon
Tawheed.”
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We say: We should not limit our sights to just the present time. Rather, we
must also look at the future. Even though those alive today are not safe from
fitnah, the future is worse.

So it is not permissible to give these relics importance. Nothing destroyed the
nations of the past except this kind of action, which is that they would glorify
the relics of their prestigious people to the point that they turned to idols in the
future. So the Muslims must be extremely cautious of this matter.

The author mentioned an example of this, which was Daar an-Nadwah in
Makkah. This was a place where the higher class elites from the Quraysh
would congregate to consult with one another about important matters.

When Islaam came and the period of the Days of Ignorance came to an end,
the building of Daar an-Nadwah continued to remain as it was. This was up to
the time of (the Khilaafah of) Mu'aawiyah 4, when it was bought for
residential purposes to be used for inhabitants, and so it was changed from its
original appearance. The building was purchased from Hakeem bin Hizaam
#. The people blamed Hakeem for this, saying: “Why did you sell this relic,
which is from the landmarks of our predecessors?” And they said: “You have
sold the honor of the Quraysh.” So he responded: “All of the honor has left
except for Tagwaa.” This answer is derived from Allaah’s statement:

A8 alll e &K )

“Verily, the most honorable amongst you in the sight of Allaah is the one
amongst you with the most Taqwaa.” [Surah Al-Hujuraat: 13]

This is the correct, precise reply, which is in conformity to Allaah’s Speech.
And this is from the light of knowledge and the light of Faith.

This proves that it is not permissible to preserve the ancient relics, for this will

lead to Shirk, even if it is at a later time. And the Religion came to prevent all
of the paths that lead to Shirk.
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The Eighty-Seventh, Eighty-Eighth, Eighty-Ninth and Ninetieth
Aspects: Some Characteristics of the Days of Ignorance that
Remained in Parts of this Ummah
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[87] They boasted and were prideful about their family ancestry.
[88] They reviled (people’s) chains of lineage.

[89] They sought the expectation of rain from (determining it through) the
constellations of stars (not from Allaah). ™

[90] Their women would wail and lament for the deceased (An-Niyaaha).
- the explanation -

These four characteristics are from the aspects of the Days of Ignorance. The
Prophet % said: “There are four things in my ummah from the characteristics
of the Days of Ignorance that will not be abandoned: Boasting about one’s
lineage, reviling people’s roots, seeking rain based on stars, and waling over
the dead.” 75

Boasting about one’s lineage means: When a person arrogantly brags about
the distinguished individuals among his forefathers and ancestors. This i
from the religious practices of the Days of Ignorance, for they would gather at
Minaa and instead of remembering and mentioning Allaah, they would
mention the glorious deeds and accomplishments of their forefathers. Allaah
says about this:
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™ Concerning this, Allaah says: “And instead of thanking Allaah for the provision He gives
you, on the contrary, you deny Him (by disbelieving and saying that we have achieved rain
due to such and such lunar phase or such and such star)!” (Surah Al-Waaqi’ah: 82]

75 Reported by Muslim (no. 934)
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“So when you have completed your rites (of Hajj), then remember Allaah as
you remember your forefathers or with a far greater remembrance.” [Surah
Al-Baqarah: 200]

So it is obligatory to remember Allaah and not one’s forefathers and ancestors.

Reviling people’s roots means: When a person says: “So and so has no roots”
or “So and so is from a tribe that has no noble origin.” The intent behind this is
to degrade and belittle others. Allaah says:
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“O Mankind! We indeed created you from a male and a female, and made
you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another. Verily, the
most honorable amongst you before Allaah is the one who has the most
Taqwaa.” [Surah Al-Hujuraat: 13]

Honor is not found in one’s roots, but rather honor lies in Taqwaa. Your roots
and lineage will not be of benefit to you if you are lacking in Taqwaa. The
Prophet 4 said: “Whoever is delayed (from entering Paradise) due to his
deeds, his lineage will not make him go any faster.” 76

So it is of no benefit for a person to be from the (tribe of) Quraysh or from the
tribe of Haashim or from the Prophet’s Household so long as he is void of
righteous deeds. Nothing will be of use to him except righteous deeds and
Taqwaa of Allaah.

Seeking rain based on the stars means: Believing that rain descends due to

the effect of the rising and setting of stars. This is from the religious practices
of the Days of Ignorance. Rain only occurs due to Allaah’s Decree, as He says:
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76 A portion of a hadeeth reported by Muslim (no. 2699)
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“And it is He who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and
spreads His Mercy.” [Surah Ash-Shooraa: 28]

So it is Allaah who sends down the rain according to His Desire, Will and
Wisdom. He sends it down how He wills - He may send it down to one land
and withhold it from another land. Allaah says:
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“And indeed We have distributed it (the rain) amongst them in order that
they may remember the Grace of Allaah, but most people accept nothing but
disbelief (or ingratitude).” [Surah Al-Furgaan: 50]

So whoever believes that the rising and setting of the stars has an effect on the
descent of rain, holds a belief of Shirk (associating partners with Allaah), from
which he must repent. We must attribute the descent of rain to Allaah.

Wailing over the dead: What this means is raising the voice at the time of
someone’s death, out of anxiety and discontentment, or it means mentioning
the good qualities of a deceased person. Wailing over the dead is one of the
major sins. The Prophet # said: “If the wailing woman does not repent before

dying, she will be resurrected on the Day of Judgement with a shirt made
out of tar and a gown made of scabies.” 77

So wailing is one of the major sins and it is one of the characteristics of the
Days of Ignorance. One must be patient and content (with Allaah’s Decree).

Crying for the deceased does not fall under wailing, since a person is not ablz
to control and hold himself back from tears. The Prophet % cried when his sor,
Ibraaheem, died and said: “Verily, the eyes tear and the heart grieves, and we
don't say anything except for that which pleases the Lord. And indeed we,
by your departure, O Ibraaheem, are truly saddened.” 78

"7 Reported by Muslim (no. 934)
7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 1303) and Muslim similar to it (no. 2315)
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And he % said: “Allaah does not punish because of the tearing of the eyes or
the grieving of the heart. But rather, He punishes or sends mercy because of
this - i.e. the tongue.” 7?

So if a person speaks words that are pleasing to Allaah at the time of a
calamity, and says: “Verily, we belong to Allaah and to Him we will return”
and praises and thanks Allaah, He will forgive him and bring comfort to his
calamity.

These four things are from the characteristics of the Days of Ignorance, and
they continue to exist amongst the people today, so we must turn away from
them. Furthermore, this hadeeth proves that not everyone who has some
aspect of the Days of Ignorance in him is a disbeliever. There are some aspects
of the Days of Ignorance that are disbelief and others that are a lesser degree
than that.

7 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 1304) and Muslim (no. 924)
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The Ninety-First Aspect:
Their Society was based on Transgression
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[91] The most honorable of their virtues was transgression against others.
So Allaah revealed concerning it, what He revealed.

- the explanation -

Transgression means: Wronging and oppressing people in their livelihoods,
their wealth and their honor. The people of the Days of Ignorance considered
this quality as being from their exploits. And they would boast about this in
their poems and speeches. So Islaam came to prohibit and forbid this. And it
came to command that justice be enacted amongst the people, mandating that
whoever was transgressed against, may seek retribution for himself, such that
the oppressor is prevented and the oppressed is assisted. Allaah says:
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“Say: The things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are lewd sins, whether
committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kind), unlawful transgression,
joining partners (in worship) with Allaah for which He has given no
authority, and saying things about Allaah of which you have no
knowledge.” [Surah Al-A’raaf: 33]

In this ayah, Allaah has linked transgression along with lewd sins, Shirk and
speaking about Him without knowledge.

Allaah says:
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“Verily Allaah orders (you toward) justice, goodness, and giving help to kith
and kin. And He forbids (you) from vile lewd acts, evil and transgression.
He admonishes you so that you may take heed.” [Surah An-Nahl: 90]

And the Prophet # said in his farewell sermon at his last Hajj: “Verily, your
lives and your honor and your wealth are sacred, just as the sanctity of this
day of yours in this land of yours, in this month of yours. Indeed, have I not
conveyed (the Message)?” &

Allaah says:
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“And whoever kills a believer intentionally, then his recompense is the
Hellfire, to reside therein forever - and Allaah has put His wrath on Him,
cursed him, and prepared for him a painful torment.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 93]

By implementing these divine laws, security will be restored, love will prevail
amongst the Muslims, and the disorder and haughtiness of the Days of
Ignorance will cease to exist in them. And all of the praise is for Allaah, Lord
of the worlds.

% Reported by Al-Bukhaarce (no. 67, 105, 1739) and Muslim (no. 1679)
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The Ninety-Second Aspect: Bragging without Due Right
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[92] The most honorable of their virtues, also, was bragging and boasting,
even when they had a right to do so. So Allaah forbade that.

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would boast even when they had a right to do it. So they would brag about
their deeds and the deeds of their forefathers. And this is forbidden since
bragging about one’s deeds leads to one being amazed with himself and
looking down upon others. This is forbidden, and it is one of the actions of the
people of the Days of Ignorance.

So it is not permissible for a Muslim to boast and brag, for no matter what he
sacrifices and what he does, he will always fall short and not be able tc
perform all that Allaah has mandated on him. This is since the right of Allaah
is great, the rights of the parents are great, and the rights of the relatives are
great. He has many rights over him. So how can a person boast if he does
something good or performs a kind act, when he has only done something;
small? This is with regard to boasting about what has occurred between him:
and other creations. But as for him boasting about the deeds that have
occurred between him and Allaah, then this is worse, since this leads a persor:
to be amazed with his deed and consider it something grand, whereas thi:
nullifies his deed.

So it is obligatory upon a person to view himself as always falling short in that
which is between him and Allaah, which is quite clear, as well as what i3
between him and the creation. So if he considers himself to be deficient in his
actions, this will cause him to be humble and to increase in doing good deeds.
But if he views himself as being perfect and that he has fulfilled his obligation,
this will cause him to desist from doing good. He will feel that he has reached
his goal and thus refrain from doing good deeds.

In summary, it is not befitting for boasting to come from a Muslim. Rather, it i3
only from the actions of the people of the Days of Ignorance. When the
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Prophet # mentioned that he was the chief of the children of Aadam, he said
afterward: “And I do not say this to boast”8! even though no one could equal
this level of his. But in spite of this, he # said: “And I do not say this to boast.”
He % negated any bragging from himself. So he % only informed of it from the
perspective of speaking about Allaah’s blessings and being thankful for them,
not from the perspective of showing off.

*! Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudree 4 said: The Messenger of Allaah % said: “I will be the leader of
the son of Aadam on the Day of Judgement, and I do not say this to boast. In my hand will
be the banner of praise and I do not say this to boast. And there will not be a prophet from
Aadam or those besides him on that Day, except (that he will be) below my banner. And I
will be the first for whom the earth will split asunder (i.e. during resurrection) and I do
not say this to boast.” [Reported by At-Tirmidhee (5/308, no. 3160) and (5/587, no. 3624) and
in both places, he said: “This is a hasan saheeh hadeeth.” Al-Albaanee authenticated it in
Saheeh al-Jaami’ (no. 1468)
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The Ninety-Third Aspect:
The Condemned Form of Fanatical Atachment
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[93] Holding individual fanaticism and zealotry for one's party/group

whether they were upon truth or falsehood was a must according to them.
So Allaah revealed what He did concerning that matter.

- the explanation -
The condemned fanaticism is (1) when one persists upon falsehood even
though he knows it is false, out of pride and stubbornness, and it is (2) aiding
an individual or a tribe upon truth or falsehood. This is from the characteristics
of the people of the Days of Ignorance.
So Allaah revealed what He revealed concerning that, such as His saying;:
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“And do not let your hatred for people cause you to be unjust...” [Surah Al-
Maa’idah: 8]

This means: Do not let your hatred for some people cause you to be unjust
with their rights, even if they may be your enemies. So being fair and just is

something required whether it is with your friends or your enemies. Allaalt
says:
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“And whenever you give your word, be just even if a near relative is
concerned.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 152]
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

So do not let )bur family ties cause you to be unjust to your relative. Rather, if
he errs, you should change his error and not agree with it. Instead, you should
advise him. Allaah says:
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“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice as witnesses to Allaah even
though it be against your own selves, or your parents or your kin, whether
rich or poor. Allaah is a better Protector to both (than you). So follow not the
lusts, lest you avoid justice. And if you distort your testimony or refuse to
give it, verily, Allaah is ever All-Acquainted with what you do.” [Surah An-
Nisaa: 135]

So a person is obligated to be just with himself as well as with his relative,
friend and enemy. And his enmity towards someone should not cause him to
oppress him or wrong him. This is the way a Muslim should be.

But as for the people of the Days of Ignorance, they hold fanaticism for their
people, even though their people may be oppressive. So Allaah commanded us
to oppose them and speak the truth even if it against ourselves, our relatives,
our friends or our enemies. The Prophet # said: “Assist your brother whether
he is oppressing or oppressed.” The Companions asked: “O Messenger of
Allaah! We will assist him if he is oppressed, but how will we assist him if he
is the oppressor?” He # said: “Prevent him from oppressing. By (doing) this,
you will be assisting him.”82 So assisting him means: preventing him from
oppression - Assisting him does not mean that you help him in his oppression,
for this is the opposite of assisting him.

8 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2443, 2444, 6952)
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Ninety-Fourth Aspect: Holding a Person
Accountable for the Crime of Another

039 5,009 LB Y] A 3 e daisag Jah AW agla Oa ¢
[sA

[94] Their religion consisted of holding people accountable for the crimes ¢f
others. So Allaah revealed: “And no bearer of burdens shall bear tha
burden of another.” [Surah Faatir: 18]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would hold someone accountable, i.e. they would punish him, due to the
crime of another person. So Allaah revealed:
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“And no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.” [Surah Faatir:
18]

So a person that is void of wrongdoing should not be held accountable for the
crime of someone else, even if it is his relative, like his cousin, his father or his
child. A criminal does not perpetrate a crime except against his own self, ard
an innocent person should not be held accountable for the crime of a
transgressor. So if a person who is not a transgressor is punished for the crime
of the true transgressor, this is oppression and injustice, which Islaam does not
allow.

Today, in some of the deserts where Bedouins live, if a crime is committed by
an insignificant individual from a tribe, they do not seek revenge against hirn.
Instead, they kill or take their vengeance out on another member from that
tribe who holds more weight and status than him. So they do not punish the
transgressor, rather, they only punish the elder of the tribe or he who has
significance and position in the clan. This is from the actions of the people of
the Days of Ignorance.

258



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

What is obligatory is that the crime be applied to the one who commits it and
that revenge be enforced on its perpetrator. This is true justice.
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“So whoever transgresses against you, you may transgress against him with
the same thing that he transgressed against you.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 194]

In summary: This is a grand principle - that the crime is thrown back on the
one who commits it and it is not applied to someone else.

So if you say: This can be refuted by the fact that Allaah made the blood-
money that is paid for someone killed by accident as a responsibility upon the
‘aaqilah (a committee set up to pay the blood-money), and He did not place this
responsibility upon the one who did the accidental killing. Can we not
conclude from this that the non-sinner is held accountable for the sin of
someone else?

We say: No, this is from justice and mutual cooperation. Since the person
killed someone accidentally and not intentionally, it is proper that his clan take
the responsibility for paying the blood-money. In the same manner that they
would inherit his wealth if he were to die, then likewise, they take the burden
for his mistake, which he committed unintentionally. But as for someone who
intentionally commits a crime, his recompense is to be implemented solely on
him.
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The Ninety-Fifth Aspect: Condemning a
Person for the Deficiencies of Another
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[95] They used to condemn a person due to what was found in someone
else. This is seen in the Prophet's saying (to Abu Dharr & when he argued
with Bilaal & and called him ‘son of a biack woman’): “Do you condemn
him because of his mother? Indeed you are a man who has in him,
(aspects of) Jaahiliyyah (the Days of Ignorance)!”

- the explanation -

This occurred in the story of Abu Dharr &, when he told one of the noble
Companions from the first and foremost to accept Islaam (i.e. Bilaal): “You son
of a black woman” since his mother was black. The Prophet % told him: “Do
you condemn him because of his mother? Indeed you are a man who has in
him (aspects of) Jaahiliyyah (the Days of Ignorance)!” 8

So condemning someone because of something he doesn’t have in him, but
which can be found in someone else or because of his inferior lineage ~ this is
from the characteristics of the Days of Ignorance. However, not everyone that
has in him a characteristic from the Days of Ignorance is a disbeliever.

B Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 30, 6050) and Muslim (no. 1661)
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Ninety-Sixth Aspect: Boasting about One’s Good Feats

[C0045 1 paben A (o] 14 g8y ) pgredd () A9 g0 LRSEY)

[96] They bragged and boasted that they were the caretakers of the House
(of Allaah, i.e. the Ka'bah). So Allaah rebuked them, saying: “With pride
about it, they (i.e. the Qurayshl would talk evil about it (Qur'aan) at
night.” [Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 67] *

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would boast about taking care of the ritual sites (of Makkah), by maintaining
them, keeping them in order, hosting those who traveled there and providing
water and drink for the pilgrims. So they would brag and feel proud about this
action:

“With pride about it...” [Surah Al-Mu'minoon: 67]

Meaning: “With pride about their taking care of the House of Allaah,
maintaining it and serving those who would visit it.” They would brag about
having this privilege over those apart from them, such as the non-Arabs. This
is from the aspects of the Days of Ignorance, since taking care of the Houses of
Allaah is an act of worship and it is not permissible for people to brag and
boast about acts of worship. This is because worship is that by which one seeks
nearness to Allaah and for which he must not seek praise and commendation
from the people. Rather, he is the one who should praise Allaah for granting
him the ability to do this act, without being proud or boastful about it.

% Translator’s Note: The pagan Arabs used to see themselves as the protectors and caretakers
of the Ka'bah, but Allaah denied this saying: “And why should Allaah not punish them, when
they hinder (people) from Al-Masjid Al-Haraam, while they are not (even) its
caretakers?” [Surah Al-Anfaal: 34]
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

So instead of believing in the Messenger and the Book and following it, they
boasted about the deeds they performed with respect to the House of Allaah,
thinking that this is sufficient enough for them over having to follow the Book
and the Messenger . This only brought condemnation upon them - the fact
that they substituted following the Qur’‘aan with taking care of the Ka’'bah,
thinking that this was sufficient for them. This is one of the aspects of the Days
of Ignorance.

Allaah says:
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“Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and the
maintenance of Al-Masjid al-Haraam equal to the worth of those who
believe in Allaah and the Last Day and fight in the Cause of Allaah? They
are not equal in the sight of Allaah!” [Surah At-Tawbah: 19]

Yes, no doubt providing water for the pilgrims to drink and maintaining Al-
Masjid Al-Haraamn are righteous deeds, however, people should not boast
about that, thinking that it is enough for them. Rather, they must partake in
other righteous deeds that are nobler than providing drinking water for the
pilgrims and taking care of Al-Masjid Al-Haraam, such as fighting in the
Cause of Allaah, believing in Him and migrating for His sake, as well as other
noble deeds.

So a person must not limit himself to just one deed, thinking that it suffices
him - especially if he thinks this deed to be enough for him that he doesn’t
have to follow the Qur’aan and the Sunnah.

Today, there are some people that think that their residing in Makkah and
Madeenah suffices them over having to perform deeds. This is such that some
among them say: “The one who sleeps in it, i.e. the Haram, is better than the
one who stands (in prayer) somewhere else.” This is deception from the Devil.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Ninety-Seventh Aspect: Boasting about Ascription
to Righteous People in Spite of Contradicting Them
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[97] They would boast about their being from among the offspring of the
prophets. So Allaah revealed His saying: “That was a nation that has
passed away. They shall receive the reward of what they earned and
you of what you earned.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 134]

- the explanation -

From the actions of the Children of Israa’eel is that they would boast about
being the offspring of the prophets, while failing to follow them. This is
especially the case with the last of the prophets, Muhammad #, as it was an
obligation upon them to follow him (but they didn’t). As for their saying: “We
are the offspring of the prophets” and considering this to be sufficient without
having to follow them, then Allaah refuted this act, by saying:
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“That was a nation that has passed away. They shall receive the reward of
what they earned and you of what you earn.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 134]

A person is judged based on his own actions and not the actions of others. No
doubt, the prophets are the best of creations. However, this will be of no
benefit to their offspring if they fail to follow them. So the deeds of the
prophets are for themselves, while your deeds are for you.

The same applies to everyone that boasts about the actions of his fathers and
grandfathers, saying that they were righteous people, scholarly and so on,
thinking that this is sufficient for him over having to perform deeds himself.
Such is the case with those who ascribe themselves to the Prophet’s household,
thinking that being of the Prophet’s lineage will suffice them over having to
perform righteous deeds for themselves. This falls under this category.
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This also applies to those who seek a way to Allaah through the deeds of the
Prophet or the position of the Prophet or through the deeds of righteous
people. What is their relation with the deeds of others? Their deeds are theirs
and your deeds are yours. Their deeds will not benefit you on the Day of
Judgement. No one will be able to benefit anyone else.
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“He gets reward for what (good) he has earned, and gets punished for what
(evil) he has earned.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 286]

So nothing will benefit you on the Day of Judgement except your own deeds:
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“They shall receive the reward of what they earned and you of what you
earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do.” {Surah Al-
Bagarah: 134]

There is a refutation in this ayah of those who seek a way to Allaah through
righteous and pious individuals or through their status, and those who deem it
sufficient to just ascribe themselves to pious people or to prophets, and their
closeness to them, without having to perform deeds for themselves. The
Prophet % said: “O gathering of Quraysh! Acquire (actions for) yourselves,
for I will not be able to avail you at all before Allaah. O ‘Abbaas, uncle cf
Allaah’s Messenger #, O Safiyyah, aunt of Allaah’s Messenger! I will not be
able to avail you at all before Allaah. O Faatimah, daughter of Muhammad!!
Ask me from my wealth what you wish, for I will not be able to avail you at
all before Allaah.” 8

The Messenger of Allaah # told the people who were the closest to him (in
lineage): “I will not be able to avail you at all before Allaah.”

So the fact that you are able to ascribe yourself to the Messenger of Allaah # cor
that you share family ties with him or family ties with one of the righteous and

¥ Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 2753. 3527, 4771) and Muslim (no. 206)
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pious Muslims, or that you seek nearness to Allaah through their status - this
will be of not benefit to you at all.

And as for the Day of Judgement, Allaah says:
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“The Day when no person shall have the power (to do anything) for another,
and the decision that Day will be (wholly) with Allaah.” [Surah Al-Infitaar:
19]

And He says:
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“On that Day, a man will flee from his brother, and his mother and father,
and his wife and children. Every man on that Day will have enough to make
him careless of others.” [Surah ‘Abasa: 34-37]

On that Day, everyone will be busy tending to his own self. This is such that
even ‘Eesaa will say: “My Lord! I am not asking You on behalf of Maryam
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who gave birth to me. (I ask You for) Myself...myself...!
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The Ninety-Eighth Aspect:
They would Boast about their Professions
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[98] They would boast about their trades, just as the merchants do
considering themselves above the farmers.

- the explanation -

Being arrogant and prideful about one’s trade is such as when a businessman
boasts about his business thinking himself to be above the employee or the
carpenter or the blacksmith. Or it is when an appointed official is boasttul
about his position over those who are below his position.

A Muslim should not belittle those below him. In fact, he should not belittle
people in general. So how can he look down upon the Muslims because of
their occupations and because they are lower than his occupation? This is from
the characteristics of the Days of Ignorance, as Allaah has informed us about
Quraysh and their two times of travel. Allaah blessed the (tribe of) Quraysh
with two trade-related travels - the winter journey to Yemen and the summer
journey to Shaam - for the purpose of conducting business. So because of this,
they would boast to the people that they were successful merchants having
two trade routes. They would scorn and belittle those under them such as the
crop distributors and farmers. This applies to everyone that is prideful of his
trade or profession over that of others below him. So a person should not be
arrogant and proud.

Another form of this is: Belittling and looking down upon those whose
occupations and trades are not like the occupations of their elite, such as the
trades of blacksmiths and carpenters. This is a characteristic that continues to
exist in some people today. What also falls under this discussion are those who
scorn and look down upon the Imaams and Mu’adhins of the masjids. The
position of the Imaam is one of the best and most virtuous of occupations,
since it was the position of the Messenger of Allaah 4. The same goes for the
position of the Mu’adhin. The best occupations are the positions of the Imaam
and Mu’adhin. This is more noble that working as a minister or all of the other
types of jobs.
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The Ninety-Ninth Aspect: Being Mesmerized by the Worldly Life
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[99] The worldly life was glorified in their hearts, as is found in His saying:
“And they say: 'Why is this Qur'aan not sent down to some great man
of the two towns (Makkah and Taa’if)?"" [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 31]

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that the
worldly life was magnified and considered grand to them. So according to
them, the one who possessed worldly status was considered distinguished and
honorable, while the one who had no worldly status was considered lowly and
degraded. They would even apply this concept to the Divine Message - which
Allaah gives to whom He wills. They held that the Message should only be
given to one of the rich and not to one from among the poor. That is why they
said: “Allaah didn’t find anyone but the orphan of Abu Taalib to give His
Message to?”

Allaah says:
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“And they say: ‘Why is this Qur'aan not sent down to some great man of the
two towns?’” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 31]

The two towns they are talking about here is Makkah and Taa’if, and the man
they were referring to was either Al-Waleed bin Al-Mugheerah in Makkah or
Habeeb bin ‘Amr Ath-Thaqafee - or it is said, ‘Urwah bin Mas’ood - in Taa'if.
They believed that if the Message were to have been sent down to one of these
two men, he would have been more befitting of the Message. But as for it
being given to a poor orphan, i.e. Muhammad #, then this was not befitting in
their eyes.
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Allaah says:
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“Are they the ones who will distribute the Mercy of your Loxrd?” [Surah Az-
Zukhruf: 32]

This means: They are interfering with the actions of Allaah, seeking tc

distribute His Mercy, since they do not rely on Allaah’s distribution (of His
Mercy), whereas
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“Allaah knows best with whom He has placed His Message.” [Surah Al-
An’aam: 124]
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The Hundredth Aspect:
Making Amendments and Suggestions over Allaah
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[100] They made suggestions above Allaah’s doings, as is seen in the
previous ayah.

- the explanation -

At-Tahaakum ‘allaaAllaah means making suggestions over that of Allaah’s
Command, as occurs in the ayah:
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“And they say: ‘Why is this Qur'aan not sent down to some great man of the
two towns (Makkah and Taa'if)?’” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 31]

It is as if Allaah doesn’t know if His Prophet is suitable or not, yet they know
who is fit for prophethood. So this is like trying to correct Allaah, and we seek
refuge from this. Another example of this is:
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“Why wasn’t the Qur‘aan revealed to him (i.e. Muhammad) all at once?”
[Surah Al-Furqaan: 32]

They would put forth their suggestions over Allaah, saying: “How can Allaah
divide up the Qur'aan and reveal it in parts and not all at once?” So they
meddled into that which didn’t concern them and that which they had no
knowledge of.

Then Allaah clarifies the wisdom behind why He revealed the Qur’aan in
parts, saying;:
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“It is that way so that We may strengthen your heart by it. And We have
revealed it to you gradually in stages. And no example or similitude do they
bring (to oppose the Qur'aan), except that We reveal to you the truth (against
that) and the better explanation thereof.” [Surah Al-Furqaan: 32-33]

And Allaah says:
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“And it is a Qur'aan which We have divided into parts in order that you may
recite it to the people in intervals. And We have revealed it in stages.” [Surah
Al-Israa: 106]

It was also revealed in parts in order to make it easy for the people to act or
what’s in it. If the Qur’aan were revealed all at once, the people would not be
able to act on it. Allaah also revealed it in parts in accordance with the various
events that took place during the prophethood in order to clarify the rulings
on every event and occurrence. This is the wisdom behind revealing the
Qur’aan in parts and stages.

In these current times, there is no area except that there can be found people of
this nature who meddle with the texts and put their suggestions over Allaal:
and His Messenger, saying such things as “What if the text was this way” or
“What if the hadeeth was this way.” Allaah says:
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“O you who believe! Do not put yourselves forward in the presence of
Allaah and His Messenger.” [Surah Al-Hujuraat: 1] Do not put suggestions
over Allaah and His Messenger. You must believe in Allaah and act upon what
Allaah revealed without imposing your suggestions and objections.
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The Hundred and First Aspect: Looking Down upon the Poor
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[101] They looked down upon the poor folk. So Allaah revealed His saying:
“And turn not away those who invoke their Lord morning and
afternoon, seeking His Face.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 52]

- the explanation -

A similar point to this has already been mentioned previously, which was that
the people of the Days of Ignorance would not follow the prophets since it was
mostly the poor people that followed them.
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“They said: ‘Shall we follow you, when the lowliest of people follow you?’”
[Surah Ash-Shu’araa: 111]

By this they are referring to the poor and to those who have no position or
importance in society. This was from the ways of the Days of Ignorance. This
was even to the point that they requested the Prophet # to refrain from those
individuals (i.e. the poor) and to instead sit with them. They did this due to
arrogance and pride, so Allaah revealed His saying;:
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“And do not turn away from those who call unto their Lord, morning and
night, seeking His Face (i.e. sincerely). You are not accountable for them in
anything and they are not accountable for you in anything that you turn
them away ~ (for if you do so) you would then be from among the wrong-
doers.” [Surah Al-An’aam: 52]
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So if he % were to have turned away from them, he would have been from
among the wrong-doers.

Then Allaah went on to say:
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“And similarly, We have tested some of them by way of others, in order that
they may say: ‘Is it these individuals (i.e. poor) whom Allaah has favored
from amongst us?’ Does not Allaah know best those who are grateful? When
those who believe in Our ayaat (signs/verses) come to you, say: ‘Peace b
upon you.” Your Lord has written (prescribed) mercy for Himself, so that if
any of you commits an evil while being ignorant about it, and thereafter
repents and does righteous good deeds, then surely He is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.” [Surah Al-An"aam: 53-54]

So whoever follows the truth, even if he may be poor, he is the one whom
Allaah has favored. And he is the one who deserves to be greeted warmly, and
whom room should be made for in a gathering. As for the one who rejects the
truth and acts arrogantly against it, he deserves to be shown no honor since he
has degraded himself. So as a result of his action, he deserves to be alienated,
abandoned and boycotted.
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The Hundred and Second Aspect:
Accusing the Believers about their intentions and Goals
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[102] They accused those who followed the messengers of having a lack of
sincerity and of desiring to achieve worldly ends. So Allaah responded to
them by saying: “You are not accountable for them in anything” [Surah
Al-An’aam: 52] and other similar statements.

- the explanation -
From the actions of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they would

accuse the poor of only believing in the Prophet for the sake of achieving some
worldly gains, as the followers of Pharaoh said to Moosaa and Haaroon:
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“...And so that the two of you may have prestige on the earth.” [Surah
Yoonus: 78]

And the people of Nooh said to him:
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“He is no more than a human being like you - who seeks to make himself
superior over you.” [Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 24]

They accused the prophets of wanting to have nobility and leadership. And
they accused the poor among the believers of wanting to have wealth and
prosperity by following the Messenger #%. So Allaah said:
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“And do not turn away from those who call unto their Lord, morning and
night, seeking His Face (i.e. sincerely).” [Surah Al-An’aam: 52}

This verse refuted the claims and accusations they made against the believers -

that they only were seeking after worldly gains - since Allaah mentions in it:
“...seeking His Face...”, thus affirming their sincerity.
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The Hundred and Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth
Aspects: Disbelieving in the Fundamentals of the Religion
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[103] They disbelieved in the angels.

[104] They disbelieved in the messengers (sent by Allaah).

[105] They disbelieved in the revealed books (of Allaah).

[106] They turned away from (accepting) what was reported about Allaah.

[107] They disbelieved in the Last Day.

[108] They denied that they would meet Allaah (on the Day of Judgement).
- the explanation -

All of these matters are characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance.
They don'’t believe in the books revealed by Allaah. They don’t believe in the
messengers sent by Allaah. They don’t believe in the angels or in the Last Day.
They don’t believe that they will meet Allaah in the Hereafter. They don’t
believe in any of these things because they are all matters from the Unseen
(Ghaib), and they don’t believe in the Unseen. The only ones who believe in the
things above are those who believe in the Unseen. So because of this, they
disbelieved in the Angels, Books, Messengers and the Last Day. This is why
Allaah praised those who believe in the Unseen in the first part of the Qur’aan,
where He says:
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“...It (i.e. the Qur'aan) is a guide for those who fear and are dutiful to Allaah
- those who believe in the Unseen and establish the prayer...” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 2-3]
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

What falls under the realm of the Unseen is belief in Allaah, His Angels, His
Books, His Revelation, and the Last Day. All of these fall under the general
meaning of Belief in the Unseen. The people of the Days of Ignorance do not
believe in the Unseen, so as a result, they deny all of the things mentioned
above, and they deny the fact that they will confront Allaah on the Day of
Judgement.
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The Hundred and Ninth Aspect:
Disbelieving in Some of what the Messengers Informed of
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[109] They denied some of the aspects that the messengers (of Allaah)
informed of concerning the Last Day, as is found in His saying: “They are
the ones who disbelieve in the verses of their Lord and in (their)
Meeting (with) Him.” [Surah Al-Kahf. 105] This includes a denial of His
saying: “Master of the Day of Recompense” [Surah Al-Faatihah: 2]

And His saying: “Spend of that with which We have provided you
before a Day comes when there will be no bargaining, no friendship,
and no intercession” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 254] and His saying: “Except
for those who bear witness to the truth while knowing.” [Surah Az-
Zukhruf: 86}

- the explanation -

Among them were those who disbelieved in the Last Day altogether:
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“And they said: “There is no other life but our present life of this world.””
[Surah Al-An'aam: 29]
And among them were those who believed in the Day of Judgement yet
denied some of the things that would occur in it, such as denying the
accountability or that the deeds will be weighed, or denying Paradise or the

Hellfire.

So there were some from among them that disbelieved in it in the absolute
sense while there were others who disbelieved in only some parts of it.
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

However, the one who disbelieves in some of it is just like one who disbelieves
in all of it.

There is no difference between the two since he believes in part of the Book
while denying other parts of it. Allaah says:
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“Say: Shall we not inform you of the greatest losers with respect to deeds?
They are those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while they
thought that they were acquiring good by their deeds. They are those who
deny the ayaat of their Lord and the meeting with Him. So their works are

in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for
them.” [Surah Al-Kahf: 103-105]

And among them were those who denied the accounting, as Allaah says:

“Master of the Day of Judgement.” [Surah Al-Faatihah: 4]
The word “Deen” mentioned above refers to the accounting and judgement of

people, which they denied. They also denied that the deeds would be
recompensed. Allaah says:
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“O you who believe! Spend of that which We have provided for you before
a Day comes...” -~ The Day being referred to here is the Day of Judgement -
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“...when there will be no bargaining, no friendship and no intercession.
And the disbelievers are the ones who are the wrongdoers.” [Surah Al-
Baqarah: 254]

“No bargaining” - If you don’t come with any righteous deeds on the Day of
Judgement, there is no way that you will be able to attain success on that Day.
You will not be able to find any good deeds for sale on that Day that you could
purchase like people purchase necessities in this worldly life.

“No friendship” - If you can’t find anyone that will sell you something in this
worldly life, perhaps you can go to a friend who can give you what he has.
However, on the Day of Judgement, you will not be able to find any friends,
and no one will be able to help you at all, even if he is your best friend.

However, someone might intercede on your behalf and serve as an
intermediary for you, as occurs in the worldly life. But this also will not be
found on the Day of Judgement: “...And no intercession.”

So therefore, all of the avenues will be cut off from you on the Day of
Judgement and you will have no way out, unless you have with you righteous
deeds that you could present for yourself. And the greatest of these righteous
deeds is: Tawheed and freedom from Shirk.

This is why Allaah says:
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“And those whom they invoke apart from Him (i.e. Allaah) have no power

of intercession - except for those who bear witness to the truth while
knowing.” [Surah Az-Zukhruf: 86)

“Bear witness to the truth” means that one says Laa llaaha [llaaAllaah in the
worldly life and dies upon that. It is not sufficient for him to just say Laa llaaha
IllaaAllaah. Rather, he must also have knowledge of its meaning. This is why
Allaah says in the ayah: “...while knowing.”
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

So merely stating the words is not sufficient if one doesn’t understand its
meaning. Nor does verbalizing it and understanding its meaning suffice if one
does not act in accordance to what it mandates. This is since knowledge is a
means that leads to action. So if there is no action accompanying the
knowledge, then Laa Ilagha IllaaAllaah will never benefit you.
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The Hundred and Tenth Aspect:
Enmity towards the Callers to Truth
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[110] They killed those people who commanded towards justice and
fairness. %

- the explanation -

From among the many reprehensible acts of the Jews is that they would kill
the prophets and murder those who called to Allaah, as Allaah informs us:
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“Verily, those who disbelieve in the ayaat (signs/verses) of Allaah and kill
the prophets without right and kill those who command towards justice,
announce to them a painful torment.” [Surah Aali ‘Imraan: 21]

The same applies to anyone that sets up obstacles in the path of the truth,
diverting people away from it and killing the callers to Allaah and those who
command towards good and forbid evil. This above ayah applies to such a
person since he is following the ways of the people of the Days of Ignorance,
and the ruling that falls on them also falls on him.

% Translator’s Note: This includes firstly the prophets, whom the people of the Days of
Ignorance used to kill off, rather than accept their call. Allaah says (referring to the Jews):
“Then why have you Kkilled the prophets of Allaah aforetime, if you indeed were
believers?” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 91}
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The Hundred and Eleventh Aspect: Believing in Falsehood
< gethall g Cuadly Gl

[111] They believed in al-Jibt and at-Taaghoot (false deities and religions).
- the explanation -

Allaah says:
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“Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Scripture? They
believe in al-Jibt and at-Taaghoot (false deities and religions) and say to the
disbelievers that they are better guided, as regards the way, than the
believers.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 51]

1t is said that al-Jibt refers to magic. It is also held that it means the Devil. As
for at-Taaghoot, it refers to anyone that has transgressed the limits outlined by
Allaah.

The reason for the revelation of this ayah: The Prophet # migrated to
Madeenah and made a covenant with the Jews who lived there that they
would not fight against the Muslims and that they would defend Madeenah
against anyone that attacked it, and they agreed to these terms. Afterward,
when the Jews became fed up with the Prophet and his Companions because
they saw that Islaam was growing and flourishing, one of their leaders went to
the Quraysh in Makkah to seek their assistance against the Messenger of
Allaah .

They wanted them to come back with them to Madeenah to fight against the
Prophet. So Allaah inspired the Quraysh to ask these individuals a question
“You are from the People of the Scripture; so which one of us is upon the truth
- Muhammad or us?” They said: “What are you upon?” They replied: “We
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An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

show hospitality to the guest. We maintain family ties. We feed the pilgrims
and so on. But as for Muhammad, he reviles our gods, finds fault with our
religion, opposes the religious practices of his forefathers, severs our family
ties, etc., etc.” So they told the (tribe of) Quraysh: “You are upon the truth and
Muhammad is upon falsehood.” They said this even though they knew well
that Muhammad #% was upon the truth and that he was the Messenger of
Allaah and that the (tribe of) Quraysh worshipped statues and idols. So Allaah
said about them:
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“Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Scripture? They
believe in al-Jibt and at-Taaghoot (false deities and religions) and say to the
disbelievers that they are better guided, as regards the way, than the
believers.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 51]

Notice how Allaah said: “They believe in al-Jibt and at-Taaghoot” even
though all they did was agree with them outwardly. Yet, in spite of this,
Allaah called it “believing.” This proves that agreeing with the disbelievers in
what they are upon (from beliefs and practices) without being coerced to do so
is actually belief in what they are upon, even if one doesn’t firmly hold it as a
belief in his heart.

There are people today that say: “A person doesn’t fall into disbelief even if he
speaks words of disbelief so long as he doesn’t hold that as a firm belief in his
heart.” This means that if this person speaks words of disbelief without being
forced to do that, does acts of disbelief, reviles Allaah and His Messenger and
so on and so forth, he still does not fall into disbelief according to these
individuals until it is known what is in his heart. These are the views of the
extreme Murji‘ah, may Allaah protect and save us from them!

So Allaah described these individuals (i.e. the Jews of Madeenah) as
“believing in al-Jibt wat-Taaghoot” even though the only thing that came
from them was an outer affirmation (of what the Quraysh were upon), while
in their hearts they knew that they were wrong and that Muhammad was
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upon the truth. However, their arrogance, jealousy and hatred for the
Messenger #% caused them to agree with them outwardly. And Allaah declared
them disbelievers because of that.

This is a very important aspect from the issues of Takfeer, and there can be
found in it a refutation of those who say: “A person doesn’t commit disbelief
no matter what he says or does - regardless if he implements some form of
disbelief or reviles Allaah and His Messenger - until it is known that he agrees
with all of this in his heart!” We ask Allaah to protect us from such deviance!
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The Hundred and Twelfth Aspect: Preferring Disbelief over Faith
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[112] They preferred the religion of the polytheists over the religion of the
Muslims.

- the explanation -

As occurred with the Jews whom we mentioned in the previous chapter. This
includes everyone that prefers the religion of the disbelievers over the religion
of the Muslims or equilibrates between them. Those who fall under this are the
ones who strive to bring parity between the three faiths: Judaism, Christianity
and Islaam, saying: “All of them are heavenly faiths, so there must be
brotherhood between all of their adherents and cooperation amongst them.
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The Hundred and Thirteenth Aspect: Mixing the Truth with
Falsehood so that the Falsehood could be Accepted
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[113] They covered the truth with falsehood.

- the explanation -

It was the custom of the disbelievers and the people of the Days of Ignorance,
from the Jews, Christians and others, to cover the truth with falsehood. The
word “to cover” (labas) means to mix. So they would mix the truth with
falsehood for the sake of spreading the falsehood. This is since if the falsehood
were presented by itself, nobody would accept it.

However, if it is covered and mixed with the truth, then the gullible among the
believers and those with short-sightedness would accept it, saying: “There is
(some) truth in this”, thus accepting all of it. If they were to just accept the
truth from it only while rejecting the falsehood in it, that would be better. But
if they accept all of it, then this is the problem. So it is an obligation upon those:
with insight and those with uncorrupted intellects to not accept something;
unrestrictedly. Rather, they should examine it closely and investigate it, thus
accepting what truth is found in it and rejecting what falsehood lies in it.

So the disbelievers mention the truth not out of desire for spreading the truth
or because they love it, but rather they mention it in order to spread their
falsehood with it. We must give special attention to this matter, which is to
distinguish something and not rush into accepting it just because there may
appear some luster of truth in it, until you first examine and investigate i,
taking what truth is found in it while rejecting what falsehood is in it.
However, it is only the scholars and the people of clear insight that are aware
(and capable) of this. As for the general public and the ignorant ones - and
those with short-sightedness - then they are the ones who are deceived and
fooled by these things. So the obligation upon them is to ask the people cf
knowledge and seek the guidance of the people who have insight before
accepting it, so that it could be stripped of its falsehood.
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The Hundred and Fourteenth Aspect:
Concealing the Truth Knowingly
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[114] They concealed the truth, while possessing full knowledge of it. ¥

- the explanation -

From the aspects of the people of the Days of Ignorance, such as the Jews,
Christians, pagans and other groups of disbelievers, is that they would conceal
the truth whilst being aware of it. This characteristic appears predominantly in
the People of the Scripture, i.e. the Jews and the Christians, for they know the
truth yet hide it and do not show it to the people for the sake of maintaining
their worldly gains or because they want to please the people. The greatest
form of concealing the truth is that they know the descriptions of Muhammad
# mentioned in the Torah and the Gospel and they know the validity of his
Message and what he came with, yet in spite of this, they conceal that and
reject the Message of Muhammad #, as Allaah mentioned about them in many
places of the Qur’aan. An example of this is Allaah’s statement:
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“Those whom We have given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognize
him (i.e. Muhammad #%) as they recognize their children. But verily, a party
among them conceals the truth while they know it. This is the truth from
your Lord, so do not be one of those who doubt.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 146-
147]

The context of this verse is with regard to changing the Qiblah (direction of
prayer) from Jerusalem to the noble Ka'bah (in Makkah). They knew that the

 Translator’s Note: Concerning these last two aspects, Allaah says: “And do not cover the
truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth while knowing it.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 42]
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Qiblah of the Messenger of Allaah # would be the Ka’bah - the Qiblah of
Ibraaheem. They knew this from their books. But in spite of this, they rejected
changing their prayer direction, concealing what knowledge they had of it.

The same applies to everyone apart from the Jews and Christians that conceals
the truth whilst knowing it - even from the Muslims. Whoever conceals the
truth and doesn’t clarify it to the people is indeed upon the way of the Jews
and the Christians, as Allaah says:

A3 K3 7y (1) AT LA g ) (3000 A0 31 3

Sl (8 580y e o1y 550

“And remember when Allaah took a covenant from those who were given
the Scripture (Jews and Christians) to make it (i.e. the advent of the Prophet)
known and clear to mankind and not hide it. But they threw (knowledge of)
it behind their backs and purchased with it some small trivial gain.” [Surah
Aali ‘Imraan: 187]

And Allaah says:
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“Verily, those who conceal what We have revealed from the clear proofs anc
guidance after We have made it clear for the people in the Book, they are the:
ones cursed by Allaah and cursed by those who curse. Except for those who
repent and do righteous deeds and clarify (openly declare the truth which
they concealed). These, I will accept their repentance. And I am the One who
accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 159-160]

A condition for the acceptance of their repentance was that they clarify and
reveal what they had concealed. So a general repentance was not sufficient.
Rather, there had to be a clarification along with it. Therefore, it is an
obligation upon everyone that knows the truth to clarify it to the people and to
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not purchase with it a small gain. So-one should not conceal the truth for the
sake of achieving some worldly benefit or in order to please the people. Allaah
has more right to be feared and pleased.

So it is not permissible for one who has the ability to clarify and manifest the
truth to conceal it. But as for one who doesn’t have the ability to clarify or he
fears a greater fitnah (trial/ calamity) to befall him if he does, then this person is
excused. So the one who has nothing preventing him from manifesting the
truth, but instead conceals the truth due to some desire he has or for the sake
of some benefit, then he is the one cursed by Allaah and cursed by those who
curse.

This is the characteristic of the Jews, and it applies to everyone that conceals
the truth due to the following of vain desires and doesn’t reveal it to the
people. When he is asked about the ruling on an issue, he responds with
something other than the truth even though is aware of the correct answer.
This is concealing the truth. Allaah ordered us to speak the truth even if it is
against ourselves, as He says:
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“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice as witnesses to Allaah even
though it is against yourselves or your parents or your kin.” [Surah An-
Nisaa: 135]

One must manifest the truth when being called on as a witness as well as in
other situations.

What is worse than concealing an honest testimony is concealing knowledge,
which is the life of the people and their guide to the Straight Path. So it is an
obligation to reveal the truth and to not downplay it. An example of this is
when someone sees people practicing falsehood or deviance or Shirk, he
should not remain silent. Rather, he is obligated to clarify the truth and not
leave the people to fall into worshipping graves and tombs and practicing
misguided innovations, by remaining silent and saying (to himself): “What
these people do is not my business.” Another example of this is when he sees
people engaging in prohibited transactions but yet remains silent. This is a
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form of concealing knowledge and a betrayal of sincere advice. Allaah did not
give you this knowledge so that you can keep silent about it. Rather, He
entrusted you with it so that you could manifest it to the people and so that
you could call to Allaah upon clear insight and so that you could try to bring
the people out from the darkness to the light.

So it is not permissible for the scholars to remain silent when they have the
ability to clarify and manifest the truth. This is especially if they see the people
upon misguidance, polytheism, innovations and false notions. They cannot
remain silent, for if they do, this is a form of concealing knowledge. And it is
for this reason that Allaah censured and rebuked the Jews and Christians. So
how much more so if one states the opposite of the truth while knowing it and
intentionally gives a contradictory religious verdict in order to please the
people or to keep things in check or to keep the people in conformity with
what they are upon?! The truth has more right to be followed. So you should
seek to please Allaah and not seek to please the people, while they are upon
falsehood.

The Prophet # said in a hadeeth: “Whoever seeks to please Allaah by
displeasing the people, Allaah will be pleased with him and cause the
people to be pleased with him. And whoever seeks to please the people by
displeasing Allaah, Allaah will be displeased with him and cause the people
to be displeased with him.” 88

88 Reported by At-Tirmidhee (4/609-610, no. 2419) and authenticated by Al-Albaanee in Sahee!s
al-Jaami’-us-Sagheer (no. 6097)
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The Hundred and Fifteenth Aspect:
Speaking about Allaah without Knowledge
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[115] They enforced the source principle of misguidance, and that is
speaking about Allaah without any knowledge.

- the explanation -

The foundation of misguidance, i.e. the source of the world’s deviation, is
speaking about Allaah without knowledge.

Speaking about Allaah without knowledge is worse than Shirk. This is why
Allaah says:
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“Say: The things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are lewd sins, whether
committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kind), unlawful transgression,
joining partners (in worship) with Allaah for which He has given no
authority, and saying things about Allaah of which you have no
knowledge.” [Surah Al-A'raaf: 33]

Allaah has placed speaking about Him without knowledge above associating
partners with Him. So it is not permissible for anyone to speak about Allaah
without knowledge, and we seek Allaah’s refuge. Furthermore, it is not
permissible for someone to give religious verdicts if he has no knowledge, but
instead just fabricates lies. This is very dangerous, for this is lying upon
Allaah:
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“Then who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allaah and
denies the truth when it comes to him. Is there not in Hell an abode for the
disbelievers?” [Surah Az-Zumar: 32]

So it is not permissible to speak about Allaah without knowledge.

When the Messenger of Allaah 4 would be asked about something for which
no revelation was sent down, he would delay the response until Allaah sent
revelation to him. So what is the case with those other than the Prophet %?
Many things could be hidden or unapparent to a scholar. If you don’t have
clarity on an issue or proof from the Book and the Sunnah, you should say: “I
don’t know.” This will not detract from your knowledge and status. Rather,
this will increase your status in the sight of Allaah. Imaam Maalik, may Allaah
have mercy on him, was asked about forty issues, but he only replied to some
of them, while for most of them he responded: “I don't know.” So the
questioner said to him: “I came to you from a distant land and I endured an
arduous journey, and you tell me: ‘I don’t know?”” Imaam Maalik told him:
“Mount your riding beast and go back to the land from where you came and
tell them: I asked Maalik and he told me I don’t know.” Such was the example
of those people with knowledge and fear of Allaah.

The same applies to writing, for a person should not write if he is not qualified
to write. [ wish we could be free from many of the books and treatises that
were written, and that nothing from them remain except for the authentic ones
that are in conformity with the Sunnah. The problem is that these books and
treatises will remain and misguide generations after you, and you will be the
one responsible and accountable for it. A person must fear Allaah in his
religious verdicts, writings, speeches, discussions and lectures. He should not
say anything except for that which he feels predominantly in his mind to be
correct and in accordance with the Qur’aan and the Sunnah.

292



An Explanation of ““Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Hundred and Sixieenth Aspect:
Contradictions and Inconsistency in Statements
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[116] They found themselves in clear contradiction when they chose to
disbelieve in the truth, as Allaah says: “Nay, but they denied the truth
when it came to them, so they are in a state of utter confusion.”
[Surah Qaaf: 5]

- the explanation -

A contradiction is when one’s statements are inconsistent and conflict with
each other. Anyone that abandons the truth will be afflicted with having
contradiction and inconsistency in his statements. This is since misguidance
always branches out and subdivides, there being no limit to its division. But as
for the truth, it is only one and it does not break out and subdivide nor does it
vary. Allaah says:

Ol ) Gl 2ad 130
“So what is there after the truth except misguidance?” [Surah Yoonus: 32]

Anyone that abandons the truth will fall into misguidance. And misguidance
is like a maze. We seek Allaah’s refuge from that!

You will find that the people upon misguidance always differ with one
another. Rather, you may even find just one individual among them
possessing differing views. And this is because he doesn’t have any guidance
that he can traverse upon. So he is lost and wandering aimlessly. Sometimes he
may say this and at other time he may say that (i.e. the opposite). Allaah says:
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“Nay, but they denied the truth when it came to them, so they are in a state
of utter confusion.” [Surah Qaaf: 5]

This means that they are always differing with one another. So the people of
falsehood constantly differ amongst themselves and call one another enemies
and misguided or they may even declare each other disbelievers. As for the
people of truth, those who hold firmly onto the truth, they do not differ. And if
they do differ due to some Ijtihaad (scholarly deduction), then they do not use
that as a catalyst to cause enmity with one another and to boycott one another.
When the correct way is made clear to them, they return to it and leave off
their (personal) views and opinions. Allaah says:
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“And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allaah.” [Surah
Ash-Shooraa: 10]

And He says:
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“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, then refer it back to
Allaah and the Messenger.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 59]

You will find differing occurring even among the four renowned Imaams and
between the scholars of Figh. However, this did not lead any of them to
declare the other a deviant or to declare the other a disbeliever! Every one of
them acted according to what was apparent to him from the evidences. And if
it would be made clear to him that he was in opposition (to the truth), he
would retract it and return to the truth. But as for the people of misguidance,
they have no source of reference for which they can return back to. Rather, the
point of reference for each of them is his own desires, and people’s desires
vary and differ.
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The Hundred and Seventeenth Aspect:
Believing in (Only) Some Parts of the Revelation
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[117] They believed in some parts of Allaah’s revelation, while rejecting
other parts.

- the explanation -

Believing in some of what Allaah revealed apart from others is the
characteristic of the Jews and the Christians. Allaah says:
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“And remember when We took a covenant from the Children of Israa’eel
(saying): “Worship none but Allaah (alone) and be dutiful and good to the
parents, to kindred, to orphans, and to the needy. And speak good to the
people. And establish the prayer and give the Zakaat.’ Then you turned back
(breached this covenant) except for a few of you, while you are rejecters.
And remember when We took your covenant (saying): ‘Shed not the blood
of your people, nor turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then
you agreed to this while bearing witness to it. After this, it is you who kill
one another and drive out a party of you from their homes, assisting their
enemies against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come to you as
captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion was forbidden to you.’
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So do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject part of it?” [Surah Al-
Bagarah: 83-85]

“Believe in a part of the Scripture” refers to ransoming the captives (which
was lawful). “And reject part of it” refers to killing and driving them out of
their homes, which they made permissible (even though it was unlawful).
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“So what is the recompense of those who do this amongst you, except
disgrace in the life of this world. And on the Day of Resurrection, they shall
be consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allaah is not unaware of
what you do. They are the ones who have purchased the life of this world at
the price of the Hereafter. Their torment shall not be lightened nor shall
they be helped.” [Surah Al-Baqarah: 85-86}

This is the recompense of those who believe in some of the Scripture while
rejecting other parts of it. One must believe in all of the Scripture and not just
take that which conforms to his desires while rejecting that which opposes his
whims and desires. This is the attribute of the Jews, as well as anyone who
follow their footsteps from those who only accept from the Scripture what
conforms to their desires while abandoning what contradicts their desires.

And in another ayah, Allaah says:
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“Is it that whenever there came to you a messenger with what you

yourselves desired not, you grew arrogant - some you disbelieved in andl
others you killed?” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 87]
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Meaning: If the Messenger had come to them with that which conformed to
their desires, they would have accepted it. But since he came to them with that
which contradicted their desires, they rejected him. So their stance towards
this Messenger who came to them with that which their whims did not desire
was either that they would reject him or kill him. And we seek refuge in
Allaah!

There is an admonition in this for the Muslims to not do what these people (i.e.
Jews) did, for then they would be afflicted by the same thing that befell them.
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The Hundred and Eighteenth Aspect:
Believing in Some of the Messengers

Gl O (B AL
[118] They differentiated between the messengers.

- the explanation -

Differentiating between the messengers means: Believing in some of them
while disbelieving in others. This is a characteristic of the People of the
Scripture, specifically. As for the polytheists and idol-worshippers, they don':
believe in the messengers to begin with, as they deny all of the messengers.

The Jews disbelieve in ‘Eesaa and Muhammad #%, while the Christians
disbelieve in just Muhammad #%. Regardless, whoever disbelieves in even one
prophet has disbelieved in all of them, since their way and religion are one ancl
the same, and they are all brothers.

So whoever disbelieves in one of them disbelieves in all of them. The proof
that is with the Messenger of Allaah %, which they deny, is the same proof that
is with the messengers that they believe in. So there should be no
differentiating between them. This is why Allaah says:
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“Say: ‘We believe in Allaah and that which has been sent down to us and
that which has been sent down to Ibraaheem, Isma’eel, Ishaaq, Ya’qoob and
the Asbaat. And (we believe in) that which has been given to Moosaa and
‘Eesaa and that which has been given to the Prophets from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them and to Him we have submitted as
Muslims.”” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 136]
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And He says:
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“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what was sent down to him from
his Lord, and (so0) do the believers. Each one believes in Allaah, His Angels,
His Books and His Messengers. (They say): ‘We make no distinction
between any one of His Messengers.”” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 285]

We don’t make distinctions between any of Allaah’s Messengers. Belief in the
Messengers is one of the six pillars of Islaam mentioned in the hadeeth of
Jibreel, when he asked the Prophet #, saying: “Inform be about Eemaan
(Faith).” The Prophet # replied: “It is to believe in Allaah, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in the Divine Pre-Decree - the
good of it and the bad of it.” 8

It is not enough to believe in just some of the prophets. Rather, one must
believe in all of them. And whoever disbelieves in one of them, he in fact
disbelieves in all of them. This is why Allaah says:
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“The people of Nooh disbelieved in the Messengers.” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa:
105]

And He says:
s ) e 0

“The people of ‘Aad disbelieved in the Messengers.” [Surah Ash-Shu’araa:
123] And:

¥ Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no. 50) and Muslim (no. 10)
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“The people of Thamood disbelieved in the Messengers.” [Surah Ash-
Shu’araa: 141]

These verses were revealed even though these people only disbelieved in the

prophet that was sent to them. But because they disbelieved in their prophet,
they also disbelieved in all of the messengers.
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The Hundred and Nineteenth Aspect:
Arguing in Maflters one has no Knowledge of
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[119] They would argue and debate concerning those matters in which
they had no knowledge.

- the explanation -

This means: The people of the Days of Ignorance would argue and debate in
matters they had no knowledge of. What is obligatory upon an individual is to
only debate in matters of which he has knowledge. As for those things he is
not aware of, he should remain silent concerning that. Allaah says:
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“Rather, they disbelieved in that which they could not comprehend of it (i.e.
the Qur'aan) and even when its interpretation (real meaning) came to them.”
[Surah Yoonus: 39]

This ayah consists of two parts:
The First Part: A person should not involve himself in that which he has no
knowledge of nor should he reject that which he does have knowledge of.

Rather, he should just say: “Allaah knows best.” This is why Allaah told His
Prophet, Muhammad:
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“Say: My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” [Surah TaHa: 114]
Therefore, one should not claim to have all the knowledge. Rather, he should
limit himself and know his own worth. Even if he may have a lot of

knowledge, that which is unknown to him is far greater. Allaah, Mighty and
Sublime, says:
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“Above every person that possesses knowledge is someone that has more
knowledge (than him).” [Surah Yoosuf: 76]

And this continues on until the trail ends with Allaah, the All-Knowing,.

The Second Part: He should not reject something that someone else besides
him knows. So if someone else has some knowledge that you are unaware of,
you should not reject what that person has. There is no one amongst mankind
that has been given all of the knowledge. This is why the scholars say this
expression, which is often repeated: “Whoever memorized (some knowledge)
is a proof against one who didn’t memorize.”

The Dahriyyah, polytheists, those who negate Allaah’s Attributes and all of the
other deviants only rejected what they did (of knowledge) due to their
ignorance and because their intellects could not comprehend it. This was
because they didn’t believe in the Unseen and because they based their views
on a false form of reasoning and analogy. So they were lead astray from the
Straight Path.

302



An Explanation of “Aspects of the Days of Ignorance”

The Hundred and Twentieth Aspect:
Contradictions in the Following of Others

agiillie; 7 il aa ciluadl £L31 ab) gea

[120] They claimed to follow the Salaf (righteous predecessors), when (in
fact) they openly opposed and contradicted them.

- the explanation -

In general, all of the Jews and Christians, as well as those deviant individuals
that ascribe themselves to Islaam, claim to follow those believers who
preceded them in the past. For example, the Jews claim to be from among the
followers of Moosaa and those who believed in him, while the Christians claim
to be followers of the Messiah (‘Eesaa) and those who believed in him.
Similarly, the people of misguidance from among the Muslims claim to follow
the Salaf (predecessors) of this ummah - i.e. the Sahaabah, Taabi'een and
Atbaa’ at-Taabi’een - and to be upon their methodology.

Not everyone that claims to be upon the Way of the Salaf or to be following the
methodology of the Salaf is truthful in his claim. One’s claim can only be
verified if his beliefs are compared with the methodology of the Salaf. If they
conform to it, then he is upon the methodology of the Salaf. And if they
contradict it, then he is not upon the methodology of the Salaf, even if he
claims to be.

All of the deviant sects today claim to follow the way of the Salaf
(Predecessors). However, the reality is that they are not upon the methodology
of the Salaf since the statement of Allaah’s Messenger # - which is the
distinguishing guideline for the way of the Salaf - doesn’t apply to them. And
it is his # saying: “Those who are upon the same thing (i.e. Creed and
Methodology) that I and my Companions are upon.” These individuals are
truly upon the way of the Salaf. But as for the one who opposes this
(guideline), then he is not upon the way of the Salaf, even if he claims it.

The consideration is not in mere claims but rather, it is in the facts. Those who

claim to be “Salafees” are many, but what they are upon needs to be
referenced back and compared to the methodology of the righteous
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predecessors. So if it conforms to that, then their claim is true, and if not, then
they are not upon the methodology of the Salaf.

The same applies to those who ascribe themselves to one of the four madh-habs
while contradicting the Imaams in issues of Creed. Their ascription to them is;
not correct since they have opposed them in the most important of matters,
which is Creed.
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The Hundred and Twenty-First Aspect:
Hindering People from the Path of Allaah
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[121] The hindered anyone who believed in Allaah from His path.

- the explanation -

Hindering from the Path of Allaah means turning people away from entering
into the Religion of Allaah. This is what is done by all of the disbelievers, from
the Jews, Christians and pagans, past and present. So it was from the ways of
the people of the Days of Ignorance in every time and place to hinder and
impede people from following the Path of Allaah. The deviant (Muslim) sects
also adhere to this way, as they try to misguide the Muslims and bring them
into their false groups.

The same goes for the Jews and Christians - they are always trying to hinder
the Muslims from Islaam. They say: “Come, let us discuss our beliefs (i.e. inter-
faith dialogues)” and they call for freedom of religion. This is a form of
hindering people from the Path of Allaah. Do we have any doubt about the
validity of our Religion and the falsehood of your religion such that we have to
hold dialogues with you?! We have no doubts about our Religion and about
the falsehood that you are upon.

So with this propaganda, these individuals look for dialogue and cooperation
to exist between the religions, and by this, they seek to hinder people from the
Way of Allaah. This is their intent and goal behind doing this. The disbelievers
up to this very day have not stopped trying to misguide the Muslims. They kill
them, drive them out from their homes and torture them all on account of their
religion and because they want to hinder them from it.

But yet they are the ones who say: “Let’s discuss our differences”, whilst
calling for freedom of religion and beliefs. However, what they really intend is
their own religions and beliefs. Allaah says:

2
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“And they would love it if you would disbelieve.” [Surah Al-Mumtahinah: 2]
And He says:
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“And they will not stop fighting against you until they turn you back from
your Religion, if they are able to.” [Surah Al-Bagarah: 217]

And He says:
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“They would love it if you would disbelieve as they disbelieve, so that you
would both be the same.” [Surah An-Nisaa: 89]

So they want to mix the truth with falsehood and put the false religion on the
same level as the true religion. But they are not fixated on just this, rather, they
wish to eradicate Islaam altogether. So they kill Muslims and drive them out of
their homes in order to turn them away from their religion. They hope that no
Muslim is left standing on the face of the earth. This is their goal and objective.
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The Hundred and Twenty-Second Aspect:
Allegiance towards the Disbelievers
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[122] They love disbelief and the disbelievers.

- the explanation -

From the characteristics of the people of the Days of Ignorance is that they
would love disbelief and the disbelievers. Allaah mentioned this attribute as
being part of the Tribe of Israa’eel in that they would take the disbelievers as
supporters. Allaah says:
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“You will see many of them allying themselves with those who disbelieve.”
[Surah Al-Maa’idah: 80]

Allaah made taking the disbelievers as friends and supporters forbidden,
when He said:
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“O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and the Christians as supporters -
They are (only) supporters of one another. And whoever amongst you allies
himself with them then he is indeed from among them.” [Surah Al-
Maa’idah: 51]

Allaah forbade the Muslims from doing the same thing that the Jews did, such
as taking the disbelievers as supporters and holding love for them.
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“Let not the believers take the disbelievers as supporters apart from the
believers. And whoever does that will never be helped by Allaah in any
way, unless you (do it because you) truly fear a danger from them.” [Surah
Aali “Imraan: 28]

The matter is clear on this issue. It is obligatory to disassociate and absolve
oneself from the disbelievers and their religion. The issue of al-Walaa" wal-
Baraa’ is from among the greatest obligations in Islaam.
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The Hundred and Twenty-Third, Twenty-Fourth, Twenty-Fifth,
Twenty-Sixth, Twenty-Seventh, and Twenty-Eighth Aspects:
Relying on False Notions and Superstitions
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[123] They used to believe in omens (al-‘lyyaafah).

[124] They would draw lines on the ground in order to predict future
events (at-Tarqg).

[125] They would foretell upcoming events (omens) based upon the
flight of birds (at-Teerah). %

[126] They indulged in soothsaying and fortune telling (al-
Kahaanah).

[127] They appealed to At-Taaghoot (false deities and systems) for
judgement.

[128] They hated that marriage be carried out between the two ‘Eids
(as they considered that a bad omen).

- the explanation -

Al-‘Iyaafah means: Restraining male and female birds. This was since during
the Days of Ignorance, the people would use the flight of birds as omens. So if

* Translator’s Note: The disbelievers even took bad omens from certain people, as was the
case with their claiming to receive a bad omen from the prophet Saalih: “They said: ‘We
foresee a bad omen from you and these with you.”” [Surah An-Naml: 47]

*! Allaah says: “Have you not seen those who claim to believe in that which has been sent
down to you, and that which was sent down before you. And they wish to go for judgement
(in their disputes) to the Taaghoot (false deities and systems), while they have been ordered
to reject them?” [Surah An-Nisaa: 60] And He says: “Do they then seek the judgement of
the Days of Ignorance? And who is better in judgement than Allaah for a people who have
certain faith?” [Surah Al-Maa'idah: 50]
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they observed the birds flying in a manner that they didn’t like, they would go
back on what they had set out do, such as with regard to traveling and so on.

However, Allaah ordered us to put our trust and reliance on Him alone, and to
continue pursuing that which contains benefit for the people. So if one finds
doubts or difficulties in one of the affairs of his life, or he is hesitant about
pursuing it, he should perform the Istikhaarah prayer and supplicate after it,
asking Allaah to guide him to what is correct. He should also seek the advice
and counsel of those with experience and understanding.

Al-Khatt means: Lines that are drawn on the floor. This is done by sorcerers
that draw lines on the sand, saying: “This is going to happen” and “That will
occur.” This is an act that is from the Days of Ignorance since it is claiming to
know the Unseen, which only Allaah has knowledge of. It only consists of
estimating and guessing. It may be that what these individuals claim will
happen might come to pass. But this is only because Allaah desires to test the
people or to delude them (into thinking they are upon correctness). So it is

obligatory to abstain and stay far away from such individuals (who practice
this).

At-Tahaakum ilaa Ghairillaah means: Seeking judgement from other than the
Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger #, such as by resorting tc
man-made laws and to customary practices — the customs and past traditions
of the nomads - or to the science of rhetoric and to the principles of logic.

In the Days of Ignorance, the people would seek rulings and judgement from
the Taaghoot, which is a word derived from Tughyaan (transgression), which
means to surpass the boundaries (established by Allaah). What is meant by the
word here is: Whoever rules and judges by other than what Allaah has
revealed.

What is obligatory upon the Muslims is to seek judgement from the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger %. Allaah says:
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“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, then refer it back to
Allaah and the Messenger if you truly believe in the Last Day.” [Surah An-
Nisaa: 59]

Hating Marriages to occur between the two ‘Eids: This refers to ‘Eid-ul-Fitr
and ‘Eid-ul-Adhaa. This is taking days as an omen (i.e. bad sign), and it is
forbidden, as it is a form of fortune-telling. Allaah has prescribed marriage
during all times, except for when one is in the state of Thraam during either
Hajj or ‘'Umrah. What day someone gets married has no bearing on whether or
not the marriage will prosper or fail. Allaah is the Only One who controls this.

And Allaah knows best. May Allaah send His peace and blessings upon our
Prophet, Muhammad #, his family and all of his Companions.

[End of the Treatise and Explanation]
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Glossary of Some Terms Used

See Hadeeth

Pl. of Nasheed. This commonly refers to a hymn or a
song bearing some Islamic meaning that is chanted by
Muslims to encourage bravery or faith. They can occur
at times with just singing or the duff and at times with
musical instruments.

Singular: Ash’aree. They are the followers of Abul-
Hasan 'Alee bin Ismaa'eel Al-Ash'aree. He first inclined
towards the views of the Mu'tazilah sect. This was until
he reached forty years of age. Then he openly
announced his repentance from that to the public and
exposed the falsehood of the Mu'tazilah. So he took hold
of the methodology of Ahl-us-Sunnah, may Allaah have
mercy on him.

As for those who attribute themselves to him, they
remained upon a specific methodology, which is known
as the Ash'ariyyah sect. They do not confirm any of
Allaah's Attributes, except seven, which they believe are
proven by intellect. And they distort the meaning of the
rest of them. The seven (they affirm) are the ones
mentioned in this verse: “He is Living, Knowing, Able and
has Speech, Desire, and likewise Hearing and Seeing”

They also commit other innovations with regard to the
meaning of Speech, Al-Qadar and other than that. [See
Sharh Lum’at-ul-'Itigaad of Imaam Ibn Al-'Uthaimeen]

Lit. Sign - More commonly, this refers to verses from
the Noble Qur’aan. Its singular form is ayah. It could
also be used to refer to a sign or symbol.

The pledge of allegiance that is given to the ruler of a

country or region. It also more specifically refers to the
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Fitnah

Hadeeth
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general oath of allegiance that was given to the
Khaleefah in the days of old. It does not refer to
allegiance that is given to parties or modern-day leaders
of groups that hold no legislative authority.

Lit. Call - This refers to the concept and practical
implementation of inviting and calling a person or
persons to abide by and accept Islaam in its pure and
unadulterated form.

Lit. Faith - To affirm the belief of everything that Allaah
revealed through His Book, i.e. the Qur’aan, or upon the
tongue of His Prophet, ie. the Sunnah. More
specifically, it is to believe in Allaah, His Angels, His
revealed Books, His Messengers, the Day of Judgement,
and the Divine Pre-Decree - the good and evil of it.
Eemaan (Faith) is represented by a firm belief of the
heart, action of the limbs, and a statement from the
tongue. It increases by the performance of good deeds
and decreases by the committal of sins.

The plural form of fatwa. These are religious verdicts
issued by scholars of Islaam, referred to as Muftees,
which apply to the religious ruling on current events
and matters. These rulings are derived from the
Qur’aan, the Sunnah, the understanding of the Salaf,
and scholarly Ijtihaad.

Pl. Fitan. This linguistically refers to calamities, trials,
tribulations and mischief.

Lit. Speech ~ A textual recorded narration containing
information about one of the Prophet’s sayings, actions
or tacit approval of something. Such a report can either
be authentic or weak, according to the grading and
verification of the Muslim scholars.

One of the five religious rulings according to the
Principles of Figh. It refers to something that is lawful,
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i.e. the person who does it gets rewarded while the
person who abandons it gets punished. It can also
generally refer to something that Allaah has made
lawful, be it a concept, practice, food, interaction, and so
on.

One of the five religious rulings according to the
Principles of Figh. It refers to something that is
unlawful, i.e. the person who does it gets punished
while the person who abandons it gets rewarded. It can
also generally refer to something that Allaah has made
unlawful and prohibited, be it a concept, practice, food,
interaction, and so on.

When a scholar strives hard and expends his effort to
derive a ruling for a matter that is not clearly apparent
from the revealed texts.

Lit. Leader - Most commonly used to refer to the person
leading the congregational prayer. It also refers to the
leader of a country or state, i.e. someone with authority.
It is also used to refer to renowned Muslim scholars of
the past and near present.

Lit. Submission - The only true religion that Allaah has
mandated upon mankind, and which He will accept on
the Day of Judgement. The pure and correct form of
Islaam is defined by the Qur'aan and the Sunnah,
according to the practical understanding of the first
three righteous generations of Muslims: The Sahaabah
(Companions of the Prophet), the Taabi’een (Successors
to the Companions), and the Atbaa’ at-Taabi'een
(Followers of the Successors).

Lit. A state of ignorance - This refers to the period in
which there were no prophets, prior to the advent of
Islaam and the coming of Prophet Muhammad. This
was a time when people were in a state of ignorance,
since there wasn’t any pure prophetic guidance.
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Singular: Jahmee. They attribute themselves to Al-Jahm
bin Safwaan who was killed by Saalim or Salim bin
Ahwaz in the year 121H. Their views on the Attributes
of Allaah consist of ta'teel (denial) and nafee (negation).
Regarding Al-Qadar (Divine Pre-Decree), they hold the
opinion that mankind is coerced to do deeds (al-jabr).

Their view on Eemaan is that of Irjaa, which means that
they believe Eemaan is merely the confirmation of the
heart, and that statements and actions are not part of
Eemaan. So according to them, someone who commits a
major sin is a believer with complete Eemaan (i.e.
Eemaan does not increase or decrease). So they are the
Mu'atazilah, Jabariyyah and Murji'ah all in one and they
are divided into many sects. [See Sharh Lum’at-ul-
‘Itigaad of Imaam Ibn Al-'Uthaimeen]

Singular: Khaarijee. They are the ones who set out to kill
'‘Alee bin Abee Taalib due to his leadership. Their
methodology consists of absolving themselves from
'Uthmaan and 'Alee, setting out against the Imaam if he
opposes the Sunnah and declaring disbelief on the one
who commits a major sin. They believe that this type of
person will remain in the Hellfire forever. They are
divided into numerous groups. [See Sharh Lum’at-ul-
‘Itigaad of Imaam Ibn Al-"Uthaimeen]}

Plural of Shaikh, See “Shuyookh”
Pl. Masaajid. The place where Muslims gather to
worship and pray to Allaah. Known in English as

Mosques, these are the Houses of Allaah.

Pl. Manaabir, The pulpit from where the orator delivers
his khutbah (sermon) on the day of Jumu’ah (Friday).

Singular: Mu’atazilee. They are the followers of Waasil

bin Ataa', who withdrew ('Itizaal) from the gathering of
Al-Hasan Al-Basree. He determined that the sinner is in
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a level between two levels. Thus, he is neither a believer
nor a disbeliever, yet he will reside eternally in the
Hellfire. 'Amr bin 'Ubayd followed him in that and their
views concerning the Attributes of Allaah are based on
ta'teel, like the Jahmiyyah, and concerning Al-Qadar, like
that of the Qadariyyah.

They reject the relation of the Qadaa and the Qadar of
Allaah to the actions of the servant. In regards to the one
who commits a major sin, they hold that he will remain
in the Hellfire forever and that he is extracted from the
fold of Eemaan into a level between the two levels of
belief and disbelief. So they oppose the views of the
Jahmiyyah in regards to these two principles. [See Sharh
Lum’at-ul-"Itigaad of Imaam Ibn Al-'Uthaimeen]

A scholar of Hadeeth.

A scholar that has the ability and qualifications to
perform Ijtihaad

Singular: Murji‘ee. They believe that actions are -
deferred from Eemaan (Al-Irjaa). Thus actions,
according to them, are not part of it. Eemaan is simply
the complying of the heart. So the sinner, according to
them, is a believer with complete Eemaan, even if he
does what he does from the disobedient acts or he
abandons what he abandons from the obedient acts.
And if we ruled that someone who abandoned one of
the commandments of the Religion is a disbeliever, then
that would be due to the lack of his heart complying not
due to his abandonment of that deed. These are the
views of the Jahmiyyah. And it, along in comparison
with the views of the Khawaarij, are the two opposite
extremities. [See Sharh Lum’at-ul-’Itigaad of Imaam Ibn
Al-"Uthaimeen]

One of the several Arab tribes in Makkah. The Prophet
Muhammad came from this particular tribe, which was
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dignified for its high status and rank.

The Book that Allaah revealed to Muhammad for all of
mankind and the jinn. It is the speech of Allaah and it is
not created.

Singular: Raafidee. They are the ones who go to
extremes with regard to the Members of the Household
(Aali Bait). They declare the Companions that opposed
them as being disbelievers or they accuse them of evil
(fisg). They are divided into many sects, among which
are the extremists, who claim that 'Alee is god, and
among which are other than them. Their innovation first
appeared during the Khilaafah of 'Alee bin Abee Taalib
when 'Abdullaah bin Saba' said to him: “You are God.”
Due to this, 'Alee commanded that they be set on fire.
However, their leader, 'Abdullaah bin Saba', escaped to
another city.

They hold various views on the Attributes of Allaah, so
among them are those who perform tashbeeh, those who
perform ta'teel and those who are in conformity (with
the correct view on the Attributes). They are called the
Raafidah because they rejected (rafd) Zayd bin 'Alee Ibn
Al-Husayn bin 'Alee bin Abee Taalib, when they asked
him about Abu Bakr and 'Umar and he responded
saying “rahimahullaah” for both of them.

So they rejected him and distanced themselves from
him. And they named themselves Shee'ah because of
their claim and notion that they are taking sides
(tashayu') with the Aali Bait and that they support them
and that they are reclaiming their right to the Imamate.
[See Sharh Lum’at-ul-‘Itigaad of Imaam Ibn Al-
‘Uthaimeen]

Lit. Correct/ Authentic - A grading term for a narration
that is authentically attributed to the Prophet.
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Lit. Predecessors - This refers to the first three
generations of Islaam: The Sahaabah, the Taabi’een, and
the Atbaa’ at-Taabi’een. These were the first three
virtuous generations of Islaam about whom the Prophet
said: “The best of people is my generation, then those
that come after them, then those that come after them.”

A follower of the Salaf and their methodology,
regardless of what time he exists in, after the first three
virtuous generations of the Salaf.

In general, this refers to the Religion of Islaam.
Specifically, it refers to the laws and governing system
of Islaam.

This is the plural of shaikh, which literally means an
elderly man. It also refers to a scholar or person of
knowledge.

An expression commonly translated as “Glory be to
Allaah” but which more specifically means “May Allaah
be far removed from all imperfections.” This statement
is usually made at the time something bad occurs or
when a lie/slander is stated.

Pl. Suwar. A chapter from the Noble Qur’aan.

Lit. Way - The way and guidance of Prophet
Muhammad, as represented in his speech, action, and
tacit approval, which have been recorded and

transmitted in reports and narrations known as
Hadeeth.

To deem or label a person or group of persons
disbelievers.

Lit. Shield - The concept of performing Allaah’s

commandments and avoiding His prohibitions through
the implementation of knowledge, in order to safeguard
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oneself from His punishment and displeasure.

Lit. Oneness - The belief and realization of singling
Allaah out alone in His Lordship, the Worship that is
performed for Him and His Names and Attributes,
apart from all other false deities. This entails the belief
that Allaah is the only true Creator, Sustainer and
Administrator of the Universe. It entails that one is
mandated to perform and sincerely direct all of his
worship to Allaah alone and no one else. And lastly, it
entails believing in all of Allaah’s perfect Names and
Attributes, and that they apply to Him alone and no one
else.

Lit. Nation - The nation of Muslims as a whole, past or

present and consisting of all those who ascribe
truthfully to Islaam.
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